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A G E N D A 

 
A. PRELIMINARIES 

 
1. Call to Order 
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Maxine Dibert 
Patrick Frymark 
Aimee Hart 
Sharon Hildebrand 
Earnest Kincade 
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Earl Peterson 
Deborah Rinio 
Christina Sinclair 
Graham Storey 
Sue Wilken 

Nonvoting Members 
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Melanie Hadaway 

 

 
 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Recommend approval of the meeting agenda for October 3, 2019 
 

 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Recommend approval of the meeting minutes for September 5, 2019 
 

 

D. CURRICULUM UPDATE 

 7-12 English Language Arts 
 K-12 Social Studies 

 
 

E. GENERAL COMMENTS/ QUESTIONS 
 

 

F. ADJOURNMENT 
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Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 

Curriculum Advisory Committee 
 

Minutes of September 5, 2019 
 

Ms. Hadaway called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m. in the Administrative Center, Curriculum Library, 520 Fifth 
Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska.  
 
Each member introduced themselves. 
 
Members Present: 

Maxine Dibert 
Patrick Frymark 
Aimee Hart 
Sharon Hildebrand 

Earnest Kincade 
Allyson Nicholson 
Deborah Rinio 
Sue Wilken 
 

Nonvoting Members 

Chyra Sanderson 
Melanie Hadaway 

 
Member Excused 

Earl Peterson 
Members Absent 

Christina Sinclair 
Graham Storey 

Staff Present 

Jennifer Morgan 
Kristina Roehrig 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Ms. Sanderson moved to accept the September 5, 2019, agenda; Ms. Wilken seconded. Hearing no objection or 
comment, the motion was approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Ms. Hildebrand moved to accept the April 4, 2019, minutes; Ms. Sanderson and Mr. Kincade seconded. Members 
reviewed the minutes. Hearing no objection or comment, the motion was approved. 
 
CAC BYLAWS 

Committee members were provided a copy of the bylaws and Mrs. Hadaway briefly went over each section.  She 
mentioned a quorum is no longer needed for the committee to meet, but asked members to contact Ms. Morgan if 
they are unable to attend a meeting.   
 
CURRICULUM UPDATE 

Develop and Define 

Ms. Hadaway explained the curriculum is on a six-year cycle, and the process was recently revised. Members were 
given a chart of the 2018-2025 revision cycle and Ms. Hadaway described each of the phases: research and review, 
develop and define, implement, and measure-refine-revise.  She mentioned that one of the changes in the process is 
the review and research stage now starts with community input.  Mr. Frymark stated it was valuable for the research 
and revision groups to see all the community responses. 
 
Ms. Hadaway informed the committee that we are working on the 7-12 English/Language Arts and K-12 Social 
Studies curricula, and then drew the committee's attention to the handouts in their packets. Each member was given 
a list of proposed K-12 Social Studies competencies developed by the research and revision groups.  The research 
groups looked at the responses from the community survey and came up with competencies for each grade level. 
Then, the revision groups used these to start writing the curricula.  The handouts were provided as examples of the 
Social Studies competencies.  Ms. Morgan explained the core competencies are almost the same in kindergarten 
through twelfth grade, however, the curricular competencies are different for each grade/subject and have specific 
objectives.  Ms. Roehrig mentioned the K-12 groups met at the same time and were able to discuss how the 
competencies would progress through elementary, middle, and high school. Mr. Fymark mentioned that during 
curriculum research and revision there was a lot of discussion about what is a competency, and that not everyone 
agreed on the definition. He suggested that during future revisions there be stronger guidance on this topic.  He also 
stated having K-12 meet at the same time resulted in some valuable discussions.  
 
Ms. Hadaway let the committee know that when the first draft goes out to teachers and the public, it will contain a 
cover letter with details about the big changes.  Mr. Frymark asked about formal opportunities for teachers to 
provide feedback, and what professional development will be available after the curricula is adopted.  Ms. Hadaway 
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mentioned the draft curricula will be sent to principals with the suggestion that teachers look at it during 
professional learning communities (PLC). Also, after receiving feedback, the revision groups will meet again and 
this might expand to include teachers who were not available in August but would like to participate. Then, once 
the curriculum is adopted by the School Board, there will be professional development opportunities and Ms. 
Hadaway is hopeful that teachers will help guide what this looks like.  
 
Ms. Hadaway also let the committee know that English/Language Arts (ELA) is working through the same process 
as the Social Studies groups.  The ELA groups looked at what it means for students to read and respond to grade-
level literature. The high school group spent a lot of time discussing what is required. For example, does the 
community feel that not passing American and British literature courses is a reason to deny students a diploma?  
They also discussed whether other courses could count for American literature (e.g, Native American Literature), 
and whether all students need to read the same books. They discussed how to make sure we are meeting the needs 
of all students. 
 
In regards to CTE curriculum, Ms. Hadaway explained it does not follow the same cycle as the rest of the subject 
areas; CTE has to comply with Carl Perkins rules, with competencies established by national organizations.  The 
plan this year is to work on the CTE Computer Science and STEM clusters.   
 
Ms. Hadaway also mentioned there used to be a separate technology curriculum, which the district decided was no 
longer needed as technology is embedded in all other curricula. Discussion ensued. 
 
Research and Review 

Ms. Hadaway let the committee know that we will soon start the research and review stage for math, and updates 
will be given as we go through this process.  The company Math Solutions will do a baseline walkthrough, take a 
look at classrooms, and provide information to the math group.  Also, K-6 English/Language Arts will begin to 
have conversations about competencies.  
 
The Math and K-6 ELA research groups have not yet be created.  Ms. Hart inquired if a committee member could 
be a part of the group.  Ms. Hadaway stated that in the past it has only been teachers, but it doesn’t necessarily have 
to remain this way, and feels it would be appropriate to have committee members as part of the research stage.  She 
asked for time to consider this request. 
 
GENERAL COMMENTS/ QUESTIONS 

Ms. Roehrig thinks this is an exciting process, and it is nice the committee takes part and ensures the community’s 
voices are heard.  
 
Ms. Rinio is excited to see the Social Studies curriculum. 
 
Ms. Hildebrand is glad to be back. She asked about the curriculum cycle and whether School Board members are a 
part of the whole process. Ms. Hadaway clarified the Board adopted the policies around the curriculum process, and 
a Board member is on this committee, so they receive updates as we go through the process.  However, the Board 
usually only ways in when we get to a final document. Ms. Hildebrand asked if only teachers are a part of the 
measure-refine-revise stage, and Ms. Hadaway clarified that we have not yet got to this stage with any adopted 
curricula, because this is a new process.  Ms. Hildebrand appreciates that the minutes are very detailed, and feels 
like she was at the previous meeting.  
 
Ms. Nicholson inquired if CTE is going to be offered at the elementary level. Ms. Hadaway stated this is something 
the district is trying to figure out. Traditionally, CTE has only been at the middle and high school levels, however, 
Perkins funding now allows CTE courses at the elementary level. Ms. Nicholson pointed out that with sixth grade 
still at most elementary schools, it would be helpful to get students ready for this.  
 
Mr. Kincade mentioned that part of his program is using technology in classrooms.  One point of contention when it 
comes to technology is some students might be more advanced than teachers. We have to keep up and stay ahead of 
where students are, and professional development helps with this. The challenging part it that technology changes 
so quickly.   
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Ms. Dibert asked about the new standards mentioned early in the meeting, and Ms. Hadaway explained the state 
recently adopted new Science and Computer Science Standards.  Ms. Rinio mentioned there are new National 
School Library Standards, and a committee is working on state library standards. Ms. Hadaway also stated that 
there are ISTE standards available, which the writers will need to look over.  Ms. Dibert asked how the cultural 
standards fit into the curriculum, and Ms. Hadaway confirmed the writers reviewed the Alaska Standards for 
Culturally Responsive Schools.  Ms. Dibert stated she also wants to advocate for CTE courses at the elementary 
level.  She has had some students who, even in third grade, say they do not plan to go to college and it would be 
nice to provide alternate pathways. 
 
Mr. Frymark commented that when the curriculum research and revision started last year, someone mentioned the 
curriculum should be more of a living document, instead of adopting and staying solid for several years. He asked 
about the curriculum cycle and what the process for change is during the measure-refine-revise stage. Ms. Hadaway 
stated the curriculum is adopted by the School Board, and the line between a big and small changed has not yet 
been defined. However, she would like to see some flexibility. Mr. Frymark likes the idea of having a living 
document with the option for change and flexibility, but does not want to see big changes to the curriculum every 
year. Ms. Hadaway commented that teachers are trying to learn the new curriculum during the first year, and 
constant changes makes this difficult.  However, this stage allows for the flexibility to reconvene a group if the 
curriculum is not working for teachers and a big change is needed.  She sees the living document more for adding 
resources and tools that teachers find helpful. 
 
Ms. Wilken pointed out that a lot can happen in six years, and having flexibility built into the cycle will help 
teachers.  The idea of looking at the curriculum should be entertain earlier than every six years.  Ms. Hadaway 
stated the intent is to have a yearly check-in. Ms. Wilken also commented that she is excited to look at the draft.  
 
Ms. Hart appreciates Mr. Frymark's input during the meeting.  She mentioned the committee did not have a 
member of the revision group last year, and appreciates having this input now.  She thinks it is helpful to have a 
representative from the revision group on the CAC, and that a committee member should be a part of the writing 
group. Also, she is glad to be back and see everyone. 
 
Ms. Sanderson stated that, as a School Board member, she is on the committee to hear what is being said so when 
the curriculum goes before the Board she be an advocate for it.  All Board members are on different committees to 
gather input on various topics. 
 
Ms. Hadaway mentioned it is helpful to have check points to determine if the curriculum is working for teachers 
and the community. She also thanked the group and stated her appreciation of them. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Hildebrand moved to adjourn the meeting; Mr. Kincade seconded.  Hearing no objection or further comment, 
the meeting was adjourned at 6:49 p.m. 



Draft 1 of 7-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 
 

The FNSBSD curriculum process is on a six-year cycle and includes the following stages: research and review, develop 
and define, implement, and measure-refine-revise.  The research and review stage starts with a survey to determine what 
our community wants and expects from a high school graduate. A research group meets to review community responses, 
complete an in-depth study of the current curriculum to determine its effectiveness, research current trends in curriculum 
content and pedagogy, and develop competencies for each grade level. Then, during the develop and define stage, 
curriculum writers meet to review the work completed by the research group and start the first draft.  Each draft will go 
out for public comment, and the writers will consider all comments and suggestions.  After there is a general consensus on 
the curriculum, a final draft is submitted to the School Board for adoption.  
 
Research and review will begin on the K-6 English/Language Arts Curriculum in the spring of 2020.  Draft one of the 7-
12 English/Language Arts Curriculum is now available and contains several changes.  First, the writers started with the 
portrait of a graduate, responses to the community survey, the research conducted in the spring, and their own experience 
as teachers.  They used the competencies developed by the research group and divided them into the following areas: 
informational text, literary text, writing (analytical, narrative, expository, and expressive), research, speaking, listening, 
technological, and media literacy. These competencies address the holes in the adopted curriculum the research and 
writing groups discovered, such as listening skills, writing beyond the analytical, lack of reinforcement of research skills 
past tenth grade, and too much prescription of specific texts rather than a focus on the development of skills.  
 
Inside each competency area listed above, the writers broke down what students should know and be able to do when they 
graduate, and then worked back from there to come up with objectives for each grade level. The writers also looked 
closely at the requirements for graduation, and come up with the following: two semesters of English 9, two semesters of 
English 10, one semester of American literature, one semester of a writing intensive course, one semester of a literature 
course, and one semester of an English elective.  
 
For English 9, 10, and literature courses the writers reduced the number of mandatory texts.  There is still reading 
requirements, but the choice options for the texts have expanded.  The general requirements for the literature courses are: 
two-four book-length texts; selected articles, essays, speeches, short stories, and poetry; selected media such as television, 
film, podcast, or webpages; one analysis essay, one essay with research or a project equivalent, and an additional essay as 
appropriate for the course; one formal presentation using technology; and participation in one discussion activity.  The 
general requirements for the writing intensive courses are: one formal researched and revised essay; one formal, revised 
essay as appropriate for the course; three timed essays; various informal written responses and activities; one formal 
presentation of written work; self and peer evaluation of written work; and the application of technology tools to writing, 
as appropriate.  The writers also came up with a scaffolding approach to research papers. 

 English 9, second semester: 2-3 pages with 3+ sources and citations 
 English 10, second semester: 4-5 pages with 5+ sources and citations 
 Writing intensive course: 6-7 pages with 6+ sources and citations 
 Literature courses: 4-5 pages with 5+ sources and citations or a project equivalent. 

 
This draft is a work in progress and the curriculum writers have several tasks they still need to complete.  The writers will 
meet soon to review and add the Alaska Standards for Culturally Responsive Schools, American Association of School 
Library Standards, and update the content standards.  They will look at multiple pathways for honors and ELL courses, 
and finish revising the courses listed on the next page. The writers will also review the proposed competencies, the 
document format, and proposed course changes. Once the first draft is finished, it will be shared with teachers, parents, 
students, community members, etc., and they will have the opportunity to provide feedback.  
 
  



7-8 ELA 

 New courses: 

o Advanced English 7 
o Speech and Debate 
o Middle School Literature (combination of 

Literature 7 & 8) 

 Removed: 

o English Workshop 
o Literature 7 
o Literature 8 

 

 Still needs revised: 

o Newcomer English I 
o Newcomer English II 

 

 

9-12 ELA 

 New courses: 

o Asian American Literature 
o Creative Nonfiction 
o Creative Writing II (is currently a pilot 

course) 
o Latinx Literature 

o Level Up English (9/10 Credit Recovery) 
o LGBTQ+ Literature 
o Shakespearean Literature  
o Women’s Literature 
o Writing in Content Areas for ELL 

 

 Course title changed: 

o Advanced Composition was renamed Academic Writing (UAF – Writing IIIX) 
o Advanced Reading and Writing for ELL was changed to Academic English ELL 
o American Writers was renamed Survey of American Literature 
o Creative Writing was changed to Creative Writing I 
o Holocaust Studies was renamed Holocaust Literature 
o Journalism – Beginning was changed to Journalism I 
o Journalism – Intermediate was changed to Journalism II 
o Journalism – Advanced A/B was changed to Journalism III & IV 
o Nonfiction Writing/Technical Writing was renamed Professional Writing 
o Popular Novels was renamed Contemporary Literature 
o Sports Studies was changed to Sports Literature 
o Technical Drama/Theatre was renamed  Technical Drama 

 

 Removed: 

o English 9 Classic 
o English 10 Classic 
o American Literature Classics 
o Composition 

o English 9 Workshop 
o English 10 Workshop 
o English 11 Workshop 
o English 12 Workshop 

o Reading for Meaning 
o Reading and Writing Skill 

Development 
o Shakespeare Classics 

 

 Other changes: 

o Analysis of Literature was merged with English 10 Honors. It no longer exists as a separate course, and is not 
available as a 11th/12th grade elective. 

 

 Still needs revised: 

o Academic English ELL 
o Media Literacy 
o Newcomer English I 
o Newcomer English II 

o Philosophy and Language 
o Speech and Debate 
o Sports Literature 
o Technical Drama 

o Theatre Performance I 
o Theatre Performance II 
o Vocabulary and Development 
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Philosophy  

nstruction in English/Language Arts develops in learners powers of analysis, concentration, 
and communication.  This will enable them to achieve a heightened awareness of themselves and 
others in the world around them. Upon graduation, learners are prepared to enter post-secondary 
life as communicative and insightful citizens and leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 

nstruction in language arts integrates listening, speaking, reading, writing, and media literacy 
to promote critical thinking.  Learners will develop: 

 the ability to write and speak clearly and coherently; 
 the powers of concentration and comprehension, 
 an analytical view of self and the world through literature, written reflection, and media; 
 an appreciation of literature as a reflection of shared humanity; and 
 a sensitivity to, and an appreciation of, the English language. 

 
 



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  vi  Acronyms  
English Language Arts Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Acronyms 
 
AKSS   Alaska State Standards 
AKSS for CRS Alaska State Standards for Culturally-Responsive Schools 
CS   Craft and Structure (AKSS coding) 
ELA   English/Language Arts 
IK   Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (AKSS coding) 
KI   Key Ideas and Details (AKSS coding) 
RR   Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity (AKSS coding 
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Explanation of Terms 
 
Alaska Content Standards 
High academic standards that were adopted by the State Board of Education, and are an 
important first step in ensuring that all Alaska’s learners have the tools they need for success. 
These standards are general statements of what Alaskans want students to know and be able to 
do as a result of their public school experience.   
 
The standards reflect the collaborative work of Alaskan educators and national experts from the 
nonprofit National Center for the Improvement of Educational Assessment. Further, they are 
informed by public comments. Alaskan teachers have played a key role in this effort, ensuring 
that the standards reflect the realities of the classroom.  
 
Alaska Cultural Standards  
Standards endorsed by the State Board of Education serve to encourage enrichment of the 
content standards. They are used as a guide to ensure that schools are aware of and sensitive to 
their surrounding physical and cultural environments.  
 
Alaska Performance Standards 
Standards adopted by the State Board of Education as specific statements of what students 
should know and be able to do.  They were adopted in reading, writing, mathematics, and science 
at four benchmark levels. 
 
Benchmark  
A benchmark is a point of reference against which individuals are compared and evaluated.  
 
Content Objectives 
Statements that document specific, essential tasks that learners are expected to accomplish in a 
given grade level or course. 
 
Core Competencies 
 
 
Cultural Standards for Alaska Students 
Standards endorsed by the State Board of Education that serve to encourage enrichment of the 
content standards.  These are used as a guide to ensure that schools are aware and sensitive to 
their surrounding physical and cultural environments. 
 
Curricular Competencies 
 
 
Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum 
A guaranteed and viable curriculum (GVC) is one that guarantees equal opportunity for learning 
for all learners. Similarly, it guarantees adequate time for teachers to teach content and for stu 
learners dents to learn it. A guaranteed and viable curriculum is one that ensures that the 
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curriculum being taught is the curriculum being assessed. It is viable when adequate time is 
ensured to teach all determined essential content. 
 
Informational Text 
This is text designed to convey factual information rather than tell or advance a narrative. 
Informational text may employ techniques such as lists, comparing/contrasting or demonstrating 
cause/effect, and may be accompanied by graphs or charts. Most textbooks consist of primarily 
informational text. 
 
Proficiency 
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Standards Alignment Coding 
 
The English/Language Arts curriculum is aligned with the following standards: 

 Alaska English/Language Arts Standards 
 Alaska Standards for Culturally Responsive Schools 
 Alaska Digital Literacy Standards. 

 
The complete text of the standards may be found in the appendix. The following coding is used 
throughout this document to correlate to these standards. 
 
 
Content and Cultural Standards:  
 
 

                 E/LA.C.2a       Standard and Subdivision (if necessary) 
 
      Key Element of the Content Standard 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

English/Language Arts Performance Standards:     
  
Standard Category             R1.1a    Performance Standard and Subdivision (if necessary) 
 Key: 
 R = Reading Performance Standard 
 W = Writing Performance Standard    Benchmark Level. This example is Level 1, ages 5-7. 

 
 Mathematics Performance Standards: 

                       A1.2.1 Performance Standard 
 

 
  

 
Benchmark Level. This example is Level 2, ages 8-10. 

 
 
 
 
 
National and Alaska State Standards may be accessed in the Appendix of this document.   

  Key Element of the Content Standard:   
A1 = Numeration 
A2 = Measurement  
A3 = Estimation and Computation 
A4 = Functions and Relationships 
A5 = Geometry 
A6 = Statistics/Probability 
B1 = Problem Solving 
C1 = Communications 
D1 = Reasoning 
E1 = Connections 

Content Standard  

This example is English/Language Arts. 

E/LA = English/Language Arts 
M = Mathematics 
S = Science 
GY = Geography 
G/C = Government and Citizenship 
H = History 
HL = Skills for a Healthy Life 
A = Arts 
WL = World Languages 
T = Technology 
EM = Employability 
L/IL = Library/Information Literacy 
CS = Cultural Standards 
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Middle School Overview 
 
Grade 7 
Advanced English 7 – This course emphasizes literature, writing, and critical thinking skills 
through a combination of essays, literature, and speaking experiences, such as formal 
presentations and inquiry-based discussions. This course provides an in-depth study of the genres 
of literature and complex literary terms, and a variety of writing experiences, including an 
emphasis on the writing process and advanced research methods.  Vocabulary study is derived 
from various works of literature, including SAT vocabulary enrichment.   
 
English 7 – This course emphasizes both the critical exploration of literature and the foundations 
of the writing process.  Learners read a variety of genres and utilize basic literary terms and 
forms as a basis for discussion, writing topics, and models.  As readers respond to literature, they 
measure their own experiences against those of others, connecting literature to real life, other 
texts, and media.  Learners write for a variety of purposes and audiences, and conventions of 
good writing are studied and applied, such as grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and sentence and 
paragraph structures.  Instructors are encourage to utilize 6+1 Traits®, graphic organizers, and 
personalized learning strategies. 
 
 
Grade 8 
Advanced English 8 – This course emphasizes literature, writing, and critical thinking skills 
through a combination of essays, literature, and speaking experiences, such as formal 
presentations and inquiry-based discussions. This course provides an in-depth study of the genres 
of literature and complex literary terms, and a variety of writing experiences, including an 
emphasis on the writing process and advanced research methods.  Vocabulary study is derived 
from various works of literature, including SAT vocabulary enrichment.   
 
English 8 – This course emphasizes both the continued development of the writing process and 
the critical exploration of literature.  Learners read a variety of genres and utilize complex 
literary terms and forms as a basis for discussion, writing topics, and models. As readers respond 
to literature, they will continue to measure their own experiences against those of others, 
connecting literature to real life, other texts, and media. Learners write for a variety of purposes 
and authentic audiences, and conventions of good writing (such as grammar, vocabulary, 
spelling, sentence, and paragraph structures) are studied and applied. Instructors are encouraged 
to utilize strategies, such as 6+1 Trait® writing, graphic organizers , and other personalized 
learning strategies. 
 
 
Grades 7-8 Electives 
Journalism and Publication – This course teaches the steps involved in publishing.  Production 
of publications includes article writing, page layout and design, scheduling of projects, meeting 
deadlines, revising, and editing.  Learners will explore publishing in various media. 
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Middle School Literature – This course focuses on the reading of various types of literature with 
an emphasis on reading as a process. The course will include an introduction to elements of 
literature, enhancement of comprehension skills, application of literature to real-life situations, 
and integration of reading, writing, speaking, and listening activities.  It will also integrate 
interdisciplinary materials and nonfiction from a variety of media. 
 
Newcomer English I – This course is designed to be taken simultaneously by different levels of 
learners.  Teacher differentiation using SIOP, Kagan©, and other appropriate research-based 
strategies for language acquisition will address and meet the needs of various English Language 
Learner (ELL) development levels.  Learners will work towards proficiency in Cognitive 
Academic Language Proficiency (CALP).  The main focus of this course is to increase English 
vocabulary for academic and social situations through an increase in reading/listening 
comprehension, an improvement in the learner’s ability to express thoughts through writing, an 
expansion of resources and tools that will ensure academic excellence and independence, and an 
ability to actively participate in various cultural environments.  All classes taught exclusively to 
English Language Learners must be taught by a teacher with a Bilingual/Multicultural, ELL, or 
TESOL endorsement. This course may fulfill two semesters of required English credits for 
Entering through Developing level students as determined by the WIDA ACCESS or W-APT 
Assessment. 
 
Newcomer English II – his course is designed to be taken simultaneously by different levels of 
learners.  Teacher differentiation using SIOP, Kagan©, and other appropriate research-based 
strategies for language acquisition will address and meet the needs of various English Language 
Learner (ELL) development levels.  Learners will work towards proficiency in Cognitive 
Academic Language Proficiency (CALP).  The main focus of this course is to increase English 
vocabulary for academic and social situations through an increase in reading/listening 
comprehension, an improvement in the learner’s ability to express thoughts through writing, an 
expansion of resources and tools that will ensure academic excellence and independence, and an 
ability to actively participate in various cultural environments.  All classes taught exclusively to 
English Language Learners must be taught by a teacher with a Bilingual/Multicultural, ELL or 
TESOL endorsement.  This course may fulfill two semesters of required English credits for 
Beginning through Expanding level students as determined by the WIDA ACCESS or W-APT 
Assessment. 
 
Nonfiction Forum – This course focuses on the reading of course texts and informational 
resources.  Composition, speech, research, and aligned literature will be incorporated as 
components, as well as study and test-taking skills.  Nonfiction Forum can be combined with 
other content courses, such as Social Studies or Science. 
 
Speech and Debate – In this course students will learn to prepare debate cases, in addition to 
learning the speech skills taught in the required English courses.  Emphasis will be on 
argumentation skills and logical organization. 
 
Speech and Drama – This course is a semester course in which students prepare and deliver 
speeches, explore the history of theater, study parts of the physical theater, and experience the 
various jobs in producing and performing a play.  
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Middle School Competencies 
 

Core Competencies 
The English/Language Arts core competencies are fostered and reinforced on every suitable 
occasion throughout the 7-12 curriculum. These skills are common across all English/Language 
Arts courses, and learners are expected to be able to apply them across the curriculum. The core 
competencies listed for middle and high school might vary slightly; learners build upon these 
competencies as they progress through twelfth grade. All core competencies have been created 
using the Alaska State Standards.   
 
Reading 
R.1   The learner will respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse 

perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and real life 
experiences. 

R.2   The learner will compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
R.3   The learner will analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, 

poetry, and nonfiction. 
R.4   The learner will identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
R.5   The learner will differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to 

support connections. 
R.6   The learner will analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
R.7   The learner will rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, 

reports, poetry, and literary response. 
R.8   The learner will apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 
Writing 
W.1   The learner will use steps of the writing process. 
W.2   The learner will correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
W.3   The learner will compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a 

conclusion. 
W.4   The learner will use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, 

sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
W.5   The learner will write for an intended audience. 
W.6   The learner will evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to 

peer or teacher feedback. 
W.7   The learner will identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process 

(e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
W.8   The learner will give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or 

APA style citations. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
SL.1  The learner will express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, 

including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas and stories, 
and reaching consensus. 
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SL.2  The learner will use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye 
contact, poise, and enunciation. 

SL.3  The learner will use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
SL.4  The learner will listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and 

whole classes. 
SL.5  The learner will speak in standard English in formal situations. 
 
Organizing Project 
OP.1  The learner will organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions 

and technology. 
OP.2  The learner will view media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, 

including gathering information, making informed judgements, processing information, 
and utilizing library media centers. 

OP.3  The learner will express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle School Curricular Competencies 
MS.1  The learner will read to make meaning while flexibly using a variety of strategies to apply 

and extend literacy skills with fluency and independence at grade level complexity. 
MS.2  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions about the author’s intent when reading 

a variety of increasingly complex literary texts from a range of cultures, and cite a range 
of relevant and compelling textual evidence to support their analyses. 

MS.3  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions about the author’s intent when reading 
a variety of increasingly complex, nonfictional texts, and cite a range of relevant and 
compelling textual evidence to support their analyses. 

MS.4  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and effective narrative writing for a range of 
types, purposes, and audiences (e.g., blogs, podcasts, graphic novels, nonfiction). 

MS.5  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and effective expository writing for a range of 
types, purposes, and audiences. 

MS.6  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and persuasive writing for a range of types, 
purposes, and audiences. 

MS.7  The learner will initiate and participate effectively in speaking and listening for a variety 
of purposes and audiences (e.g., informal discussions, formal presentations), listen to 
diverse perspectives, and express ideas clearly and purposefully. 

MS.8  The learner will engage in group and individual research to investigate, analyze, integrate, 
and present information, demonstrating an understanding of the use of credible, relevant, 
and reliable sources. 

MS.9  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology, 
including digital media and the Internet, to gather, interpret, and analyze information and 
create sharable products. 

MS.10  The learner will have a working knowledge of theater history and apply stage 
terminology to a production. 
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English Language Learner Competencies 

ELL.1  The learner will comprehend written English in personal, social, and academic contexts 
from print and non-print materials within the school setting. 
ELL.2  The learner will communicate in appropriate written English in a variety of personal, 
social, and academic contexts within the school setting.  
ELL.3  The learner will comprehend spoken English in a variety of personal, social, and 
academic contexts within the school setting. 
ELL.4  The learner will communicate in appropriate spoken English in a variety of personal, 
social, and academic contexts within the school setting.
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Advanced English 7 
Course Details: Overview:   
Grade(s):  7 The Advanced English 7 course emphasizes literature, writing, and critical thinking skills through a combination of essays, literature, and 

speaking experiences, such as formal presentations and inquiry-based discussions. This course provides a study of genres of literature and 
literary terms, and a variety of writing experiences, including an emphasis on the writing process and research methods. Vocabulary study is 
derived from seventh grade foundational vocabulary, including SAT vocabulary enrichment. 

Length:  Two semesters 
(required) 
Prerequisites:  An 
average of B or better in 
English 6 and teacher 
recommendation is 
required. 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text 

and real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
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Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, 

sharing ideas and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed 

judgements, processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 
Foundation Reading Skills 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.1  The learner will read to make meaning while flexibly 
using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 
skills with fluency and independence at grade level 
complexity. 

 Although foundational skills are not identified beyond the 
sixth grade span, it is important to continue developing 
them with learners who may need additional support. 

AKSS 
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Reading Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.2  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions 
about the author’s intent when reading a variety of 
increasingly complex literary texts from a range of 
cultures, and cite a range of relevant and compelling 
textual evidence to support their analyses.  

 Interpret a theme of the text and analyze author reasoning 
to develop the text, including use of textual details, textual 
structures, character interactions, and dialogue to progress 
the action. The learner will also cite evidence to support the 
analysis. 

 Analyze how various literary elements and devices shape 
text development and impact meaning.  

 Analyze how visual and multimedia elements of a text 
contribute to the meaning, tone, or intended effect of a text 
on the reader/viewer. 

 Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words or phrases based on seventh grade reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  
Compare and contrast how authors treat similar themes or 
literary forms for intended effect. 

AKSS 
RL7.1; RL7.2; RL7.3; 
RL7.4; RL7.5; RL7.6; 

RL7.7; RL7.9; RL7.10; 
W.7.9.a; L.7.4.a-d; 

L.7.5.a-c 

 

Reading Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.3  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions 
about the author’s intent when reading a variety of 
increasingly complex, nonfictional texts, and cite a range 
of relevant and compelling textual evidence to support 
their analyses. 

 Identify the central idea or theme, and support conclusions 
about how the text’s organization, content, reasoning, and 
use of evidence supports the author’s point of view. 
 

AKSS 
RI.7.1; RI.7.2; RI.7.3; 
RI.7.4; RI.7.5; RI.7.6; 
RI.7.7; RI.7.8; RI.7.9; 

RI.7.10; W.7.9.b;  
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Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.3 continued…  Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words or phrases based on seventh grade reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 Compare and contrast how authors portray similar topics, 
events, or issues, and interpret how the treatment affects the 
message.  

 Compare and integrate relevant information from two 
sources, and identify conflicting information on the same 
topics/subjects when developing understanding of a text. 

 Analyze and explain how visual and multimedia elements 
contribute to the overall meaning, accuracy, tone, or 
intended effect. 

L.7.4.a-d; L.7.5.a-c; 
L.7.6; RH.6-7-8.1 

 
Narrative Writing 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.4  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and effective 
narrative writing for a range of types, purposes, and 
audiences (e.g., blogs, podcasts, graphic novels, 
nonfiction).  

 Use text structures, transitional devices, and narrative 
strategies to engage the audience and establish context, 
develop characters and setting, and establish chronology 
from problem to resolution with a sense of closure. 

 Maintain a point of view, tone, and style as it develops 
across the text. 
 

AKSS 
W.7.3.a-e; W.7.4; 

W.7.5; W.7.6; W.7.10; 
L.7.1.a-c; L.7.2.a-b; 

L.7.3.a; L.7.6 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.4  continued…  Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a finished 
product. 

 Edit and revise text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

 

Informational Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.5  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and effective 
expository writing for a range of types, purposes, and 
audiences. 

 Identify a focus and use informational text structures to 
develop and elaborate on a central idea. 

 Maintain a focus, point of view, formal style, and tone 
using techniques and features that organize, analyze, and 
elaborate on information presented. 

 Locate and integrate relevant and credible information 
from a source into a text. 

 Develop a conclusion that summarizes or synthesizes key 
information presented in support of a central idea. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

AKSS 
W.7.1.a-e; W.7.2.a-f; 
W.7.4; W.7.5; W.7.6; 

W.7.7; W.7.8; 
W.7.9.a-b; W.7.10; 
L.7.1.a-c; L.7.2.a-b; 
L.7.3.a; L.7.6; RH.6-

7-8.1 
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Opinion/Argument Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.6  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and persuasive 
writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences. 

 Use argumentative structures and persuasive techniques to 
convey claims related to topic, text, and/or issue. 

 Locate and use reliable and credible sources (e.g., 
print/non-print primary and secondary sources, interviews) 
to expand the topic, text, and/or issue.  

 Maintain an authoritative stance for the claim/thesis by 
analyzing evidence used in support of each stated criterion 
for a position. 

 Logically connect reasons, facts, analyses, and sources to 
provide a conclusion. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

AKSS 
W.7.1.a-e; W.7.2.a-f; 
W.7.4; W.7.5; W.7.6; 

W.7.7; W.7.8; 
W.7.9.a-b; W.7.10; 
L.7.1.a-c; L.7.2.a-b; 
L.7.3.a; L.7.6; RH.6-

7-8.1 

 

Speaking, Listening, and Language 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.7  The learner will initiate and participate effectively in 
speaking and listening for a variety of purposes and 
audiences (e.g., informal discussions, formal 
presentations), listen to diverse perspectives, and express 
ideas clearly and purposefully. 

 Present grade-appropriate information that is supported 
with evidence, elaborate when elicited, and respond to 
questions with relevant ideas or comments. 

 Analyze, interpret, evaluate, and use information delivered 
orally or visually. 
 

AKSS 
SL.7.1.a-d; SL.7.2; 

SL.7.3; SL.7.4; 
SL.7.5; SL.7.6; 

L.7.1.a-c; L.7.2.a-b; 
L.7.3.a; L.7.4.a-d; 

L.7.5.a-c; L.7.6 
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Inquiry, Investigation, and Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.8  The learner will engage in group and individual research 
to investigate, analyze, integrate, and present 
information, demonstrating an understanding of the use 
of credible, relevant, and reliable sources. 

 Compose and orally deliver a presentation for different 
purposes and audiences, integrating visual, graphic, digital, 
and/or audio enhancements when appropriate for clarifying 
the message or intent. 

 Communicate clearly following standard English 
conventions. 

 Conduct research projects to explore a topic, issue, or 
problem. 

 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse 
media and formats, and identify the motives (e.g., social, 
commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

 Strategically use precise language, figurative language, 
syntax, and discourse appropriate to an intent, purpose, and 
audience. 

 Use reasoning, planning, and evidence to determine an area 
of inquiry, then gather, select, and cite information to 
support inferences, interpretations, and analyses. 

AKSS 
W.7.7; W.7.8; 

W.7.9.a-b; L.7.6; 
WHST.6-7-8.7; RH.6-

7-8.1 
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Technology 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.9  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology, including digital media and 
the Internet, to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create sharable products. 

 Strategically integrate multimedia and visual displays into 
presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and 
evidence, and add interest. 

 Use digital tools and reference materials to interpret 
intended word meanings, expand understanding from 
definitional to conceptual, and apply them when 
communicating. 

AKSS 
W.7.6; W.7.7; W.7.8; 

SL.7.5; L.7.4.c 

 

Required Reading and Writing Activities 
The learner will: 

 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature including stories, dramas, and poems at the high end of the grade level complexity. 
 Read daily for pleasure and/or information. 
 Read a minimum of two books per semester, which may include teacher-selected genre. 
 Actively participate in small group and class discussions, which will focus on reactions and analysis of readings, sample essays, and learners’ writing. 
 Review a variety of writing examples, and discuss the strengths and weaknesses of vocabulary, organization, supportive detail, and effective use of 

rhetoric. 
 Write at least three of the following multi-paragraph essays: 

 Expository essay 
 Persuasive essay 
 Narrative essay 
 Descriptive essay. 

 Read, analyze, and create a variety of different styles of poetry (e.g., quatrains, sonnets, free-verse) using poetic devices such as repetition, metaphor, 
simile, rhyme scheme, and meter. 

 Complete a formal research assignment that adheres to MLA or APA guidelines. 
 Participate in peer-editing sessions in addition to receiving written teacher feedback and individual conferences. 

Suggested Supplemental Literature List 
See appendix for suggested literature. 
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Advanced English 8 
Course Details: Overview:   
Grade(s):  8 The Advanced English 8 course emphasizes literature, writing, and critical thinking skills through a combination of essays, literature, and 

speaking experiences, such as formal presentations and inquiry-based discussions. This course provides an in-depth study of the genres of 
literature and complex literary terms, and a variety of writing experiences, including an emphasis on the writing process and advanced 
research methods.  Vocabulary study is derived from various works of literature, including SAT vocabulary enrichment.   

Length:  Two semesters 
(required) 
Prerequisites:  An 
average of B or better in 
English 7 and teacher 
recommendation is 
required. 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text 

and real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
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Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, 

sharing ideas and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed 

judgements, processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 
Foundation Reading Skills 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.1  The learner will read to make meaning while flexibly 
using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 
skills with fluency and independence at grade level 
complexity. 

 Although foundational skills are not identified beyond the 
sixth grade span, it is important to continue developing 
them with learners who may need additional support. 

AKSS 
 

 

Reading Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.2  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions 
about the author’s intent when reading a variety of  

 Interpret a theme of the text and analyze author reasoning 
to develop the text, including use of textual details, textual  

AKSS 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

increasingly complex literary texts from a range of 
cultures, and cite a range of relevant and compelling 
textual evidence to support their analyses. 

structures, character interactions, and dialogue to progress the 
action. The learner will also cite evidence to support the analysis. 

 Analyze how various literary elements and devices shape text 
development and impact meaning.  

 Analyze how visual and multimedia elements of a text contribute 
to the meaning, tone, or intended effect of a text on the 
reader/viewer. 

 Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
or phrases based on eighth grade reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.  

 Compare and contrast how authors treat similar themes or literary 
forms for intended effect. 

RL8.1; RL8.2; RL8.3; 
RL8.4; RL8.5; RL8.6; 

RL8.7; RL8.9; 
RL8.10; W.8.9.a; 

L.8.4.a-d; L.8.5.a-c 

 

Reading Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.3  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions 
about the author’s intent when reading a variety of 
increasingly complex, nonfictional texts, and cite a range 
of relevant and compelling textual evidence to support 
their analyses. 

 Analyze the central idea or theme, and support conclusions about 
how the text’s organization, content, reasoning, and use of 
evidence support the author’s point of view. 

 Compare and integrate relevant information from multiple 
sources, and synthesize conflicting information on the same 
topics/subjects when developing understanding of a text. 

 Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
or phrases based on eight grade reading content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 
 

AKSS 
RI.8.1; RI.8.2; RI.8.3; 
RI.8.4; RI.8.5; RI.8.6; 
RI.8.7; RI8.8; RI.8.9; 

RI.8.10; W.8.9.b; 
L.8.4.a-d; L.8.5.a-c; 
L.8.6; RH.6-7-8.1; 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.3 continued…  Analyze and evaluate how authors portray similar topics, 
events, or issues, and interpret how the treatment affects 
the message. 

 

 
Narrative Writing 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.4  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and effective 
narrative writing for a range of types, purposes, and 
audiences (e.g., blogs, podcasts, graphic novels, 
nonfiction).  

 Use text structures, transitional devices, and narrative 
strategies to engage the audience and establish context, 
develop characters and setting, and establish chronology 
from problem to resolution with a sense of closure. 

 Maintain a point of view, tone, style and coherence of 
theme as it develops across the text by using author’s craft 
appropriate to the purpose. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

AKSS 
W.8.3.a-e; W.8.4; 

W.8.5; W.8.6; W.8.10; 
L.8.1.a-dc; L.8.2.a-c; 

L.8.3.a; L.8.6 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  19  Advanced English - Grade 8 
English Language Arts Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Informational Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.5  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and effective 
expository writing for a range of types, purposes, and 
audiences. 

 Explicitly identify a focus and use informational text 
structures to develop and elaborate on a central idea or 
theme. 

 Maintain a focus, point of view, formal style, and tone 
using techniques and features that organize, analyze, and 
elaborate on information presented. 

 Locate and integrate relevant and credible information 
from multiple source into a text. 

 Develop a conclusion that summarizes or synthesizes key 
information presented in support of a central idea or theme. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

AKSS 
W.8.1.a-e; W.8.2.a-f; 
W.8.4; W.8.5; W.8.6; 

W.8.7; W.8.8; 
W.8.9.a-b; W.8.10; 

L.8.1.a-dc; L.8.2.a-c; 
L.8.3.a; L.8.6; RH.6-

7-8.1; 

 

Opinion/Argument Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.6  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and persuasive 
writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences. 

 Use a variety of argumentative structures and persuasive 
techniques to convey claims and counterclaims related to 
topic, text, and/or issue. 

 Consistently and independently locate, evaluate, and use 
reliable and credible sources (e.g., print/non-print primary  

AKSS 
W.8.1.a-e; W.8.2.a-f; 
W.8.4; W.8.5; W.8.6; 

W.8.7; W.8.8; 
W.8.9.a-b; W.8.10; 

L.8.1.a-dc; L.8.2.a-c; 
L.8.3.a; L.8.6; RH.6-

7-8.1; 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.6 continued… and secondary sources, interviews) to expand the topic, 
text, and/or issue and to support diverse points of view. 

 Consistently maintain an authoritative stance for the 
claim/thesis by analyzing evidence used in support of each 
stated criterion for a position while addressing 
counterclaims. 

 Logically connect reasons, facts, analyses, and sources to 
provide a conclusion with a sense of closure. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

 

 
Speaking, Listening, and Language 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.7  The learner will initiate and participate effectively in 
speaking and listening for a variety of purposes and 
audiences (e.g., informal discussions, formal 
presentations), listen to diverse perspectives, and express 
ideas clearly and purposefully. 

 Present grade-appropriate information that is supported with 
evidence and elaboration while addressing questions with 
relevant ideas and comments. 

 Analyze, interpret, evaluate, and use information delivered orally 
or visually. 

 Compose and orally deliver a presentation for different purposes 
and audiences, integrating visual, graphic, digital, and/or audio 
enhancements when appropriate for clarifying the message or 
intent. 

 Communicate clearly following standard English conventions. 

AKSS 
SL.8.1.a-d; SL.8.2; 

SL.8.3; SL.8.4; 
SL.8.5; SL.8.6; 

L.8.1.a-dc; L.8.2.a-c; 
L.8.3.a; L.8.4.a-d; 
L.8.5.a-c; L.8.6; 
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Inquiry, Investigation, and Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.8  The learner will engage in group and individual research 
to investigate, analyze, integrate, and present 
information, demonstrating an understanding of the use 
of credible, relevant, and reliable sources. 

 Create research projects to explore a topic, issue, or 
problem, analyzing interrelationships among concepts or 
perspectives. 

 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse 
media and formats, and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, 
commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

 Strategically use precise language, figurative language, 
syntax, and discourse appropriate to an intent, purpose, and 
audience. 

 Use reasoning, planning, and evidence to determine an area 
of inquiry, then gather, select, and cite information to 
support inferences, interpretations, and analyses. 

AKSS 
W.8.7; W.8.8; 

W.8.9.a-b; SL.8.2; 
SL.8.4; L.8.6; 

WHST.6-7-8.7; RH.6-
7-8.1; 

 

Technology 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.9  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology, including digital media and 
the Internet, to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create sharable products. 

 Strategically integrate multimedia and visual displays into 
presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and 
evidence, and add interest. 

 Use digital tools and reference materials to interpret 
intended word meanings, expand understanding from 
definitional to conceptual, and apply them when 
communicating. 

AKSS 
W.8.6; W.8.7; W.8.8; 

SL.8.5; L.8.4.c; 
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Required Reading and Writing Activities 
The learner will: 

 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at the high end of grade level complexity. 
 Read daily for pleasure and/or information. 
 Read a minimum of two books per semester, which may include teacher-selected genre. 
 Actively participate in small group and class discussions, which will focus on reactions and analysis of readings, sample essays, and 

learners’ writing. 
 For each writing assignment, review a variety of examples and discuss the strengths and weaknesses of vocabulary, organization, 

supportive detail, and effective use of rhetoric. 
 Write at least one of the following multi-paragraph essays: 

 Expository essay 
 Persuasive essay 
 Narrative essay. 

 Read, analyze, and create a variety of different styles of poetry (e.g., quatrains, sonnets, free-verse) using poetic devices such as repetition, 
metaphor, simile, rhyme scheme, and meter. 

 Complete a formal research assignment that adheres to MLA or APA guidelines. 
 Participate in peer-editing sessions in addition to receiving written teacher feedback and individual conferences. 

 

Suggested Supplemental Literature List 
 

See appendix for suggested literature. 
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English 7 
Course Details: Overview:   
Grade(s):  7 Seventh grade English emphasizes both the critical exploration of literature and the foundations of the writing process.  Learners read a 

variety of genres and utilize basic literary terms and forms as a basis for discussion, writing topics, and models.  As readers respond to 
literature, they measure their own experiences against those of others, connecting literature to real life, other texts, and media.  Learners write 
for a variety of purposes and audiences, and conventions of good writing are studied and applied, such as grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and 
sentence and paragraph structures.  Instructors are encourage to utilize 6+1 Traits®, graphic organizers, and personalized learning strategies. 

Length:  Two semesters 
(required) 

Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text 

and real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 

 
Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 

 

Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
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 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, 
sharing ideas and stories, and reaching consensus. 

 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed 

judgements, processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 
Foundation Reading Skills 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.1  The learner will read to make meaning while flexibly 
using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 
skills with fluency and independence at grade level 
complexity. 

 Although foundational skills are not identified beyond the 
sixth grade span, it is important to continue developing them 
with learners who may need additional support. 

AKSS 
 

 

Reading Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.2  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions 
about the author’s intent when reading a variety of 
increasingly complex literary texts from a range of  

 Interpret a theme of the text and analyze author reasoning to 
develop the text, including use of textual details, textual  
 

AKSS 
RL7.1; RL7.2; RL7.3; 
RL7.4; RL7.5; RL7.6; 

RL7.7; RL7.9; RL7.10;  
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

cultures, and cite a range of relevant and compelling 
textual evidence to support their analyses. 

structures, character interactions, and dialogue to progress 
the action. The learner will also cite evidence to support the 
analysis. 

 Analyze how various literary elements and devices shape 
text development and impact meaning.  

 Analyze how visual and multimedia elements of a text 
contribute to the meaning, tone, or intended effect of a text 
on the reader/viewer. 

 Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words or phrases based on seventh grade reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  

 Compare and contrast how authors treat similar themes or 
literary forms for intended effect. 

W.7.9.a; L.7.4.a-d; 
L.7.5.a-c 

 

Reading Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.3  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions 
about the author’s intent when reading a variety of 
increasingly complex, nonfictional texts, and cite a range 
of relevant and compelling textual evidence to support 
their analyses. 

 Identify the central idea or theme, and support conclusions 
about how the text’s organization, content, reasoning, and 
use of evidence supports the author’s point of view. 

 Compare and integrate relevant information from two 
sources, and identify conflicting information on the same 
 

AKSS 
RI.7.1; RI.7.2; RI.7.3; 
RI.7.4; RI.7.5; RI.7.6; 
RI.7.7; RI.7.8; RI.7.9; 

RI.7.10; W.7.9.b; 
L.7.4.a-d; L.7.5.a-c; 
L.7.6; RH.6-7-8.1 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.3 continued… topics/subjects when developing understanding of a text. 
 Analyze and explain how visual and multimedia elements 

contribute to the overall meaning, accuracy, tone, or 
intended effect. 

 Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words or phrases based on seventh grade reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 Compare and contrast how authors portray similar topics, 
events, or issues, and interpret how the treatment affects 
the message. 

 

 
Narrative Writing 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.4  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and effective 
narrative writing for a range of types, purposes, and 
audiences (e.g., blogs, podcasts, graphic novels, 
nonfiction).  

 Use text structures, transitional devices, and narrative 
strategies to engage the audience and establish context, 
develop characters and setting, and establish chronology 
from problem to resolution with a sense of closure. 

 Maintain a point of view, tone, and style as it develops 
across the text. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

AKSS 
W.7.3.a-e; W.7.4; 

W.7.5; W.7.6; W.7.10; 
L.7.1.a-c; L.7.2.a-b; 

L.7.3.a; L.7.6 
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Informational Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.5  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and effective 
expository writing for a range of types, purposes, and 
audiences. 

 Identify a focus and use informational text structures to 
develop and elaborate on a central idea. 

 Maintain a focus, point of view, formal style, and tone 
using techniques and features that organize, analyze, and 
elaborate on information presented. 

 Locate and integrate relevant and credible information 
from a source into a text. 

 Develop a conclusion that summarizes or synthesizes key 
information presented in support of a central idea. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

AKSS 
W.7.1.a-e; W.7.2.a-f; 
W.7.4; W.7.5; W.7.6; 

W.7.7; W.7.8; 
W.7.9.a-b; W.7.10; 
L.7.1.a-c; L.7.2.a-b; 
L.7.3.a; L.7.6; RH.6-

7-8.1 

 

Opinion/Argument Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.6  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and persuasive 
writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences. 

 Use argumentative structures and persuasive techniques to 
convey claims related to topic, text, and/or issue. 

 Locate and use reliable and credible sources (e.g., 
print/non-print primary and secondary sources, interviews) 
to expand the topic, text, and/or issue.  

AKSS 
W.7.1.a-e; W.7.2.a-f; 
W.7.4; W.7.5; W.7.6; 

W.7.7; W.7.8; 
W.7.9.a-b; W.7.10; 
L.7.1.a-c; L.7.2.a-b; 
L.7.3.a; L.7.6; RH.6-

7-8.1 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.6 continued…  Maintain an authoritative stance for the claim/thesis by 
analyzing evidence used in support of each stated criterion 
for a position. 

 Logically connect reasons, facts, analyses, and sources to 
provide a conclusion. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

 

 
Speaking, Listening, and Language 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.7  The learner will initiate and participate effectively in 
speaking and listening for a variety of purposes and 
audiences (e.g., informal discussions, formal 
presentations), listen to diverse perspectives, and express 
ideas clearly and purposefully. 

 Present grade-appropriate information that is supported 
with evidence, elaborate when elicited, and respond to 
questions with relevant ideas or comments. 

 Analyze, interpret, evaluate, and use information delivered 
orally or visually. 

 Compose and orally deliver a presentation for different 
purposes and audiences, integrating visual, graphic, digital, 
and/or audio enhancements when appropriate for clarifying 
the message or intent. 

 Communicate clearly following standard English 
conventions. 

AKSS 
SL.7.1.a-d; SL.7.2; 

SL.7.3; SL.7.4; 
SL.7.5; SL.7.6; 

L.7.1.a-c; L.7.2.a-b; 
L.7.3.a; L.7.4.a-d; 

L.7.5.a-c; L.7.6 
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Inquiry, Investigation, and Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.8  The learner will engage in group and individual research 
to investigate, analyze, integrate, and present 
information, demonstrating an understanding of the use 
of credible, relevant, and reliable sources. 

 Conduct research projects to explore a topic, issue, or 
problem. 

 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse 
media and formats, and identify the motives (e.g., social, 
commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

 Strategically use precise language, figurative language, 
syntax, and discourse appropriate to an intent, purpose, and 
audience. 

 Use reasoning, planning, and evidence to determine an area 
of inquiry, then gather, select, and cite information to 
support inferences, interpretations, and analyses. 

AKSS 
W.7.7; W.7.8; 

W.7.9.a-b; L.7.6; 
WHST.6-7-8.7; RH.6-

7-8.1 

 

Technology 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.9  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology, including digital media and 
the Internet, to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create sharable products. 

 Strategically integrate multimedia and visual displays into 
presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and 
evidence, and add interest. 

 Use digital tools and reference materials to interpret 
intended word meanings, expand understanding from 
definitional to conceptual, and apply them when 
communicating. 

AKSS 
W.7.6; W.7.7; W.7.8; 

SL.7.5; L.7.4.c 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  30  Advanced English - Grade 7 
English Language Arts Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Required Reading and Writing Activities 
The learner will: 

 Read a minimum of three books per year, which may include teacher-selected genre. 
 Read daily for pleasure and/or information. 
 Read aloud and independently. 
 Write two short-writes per semester, responding to a text in a variety of ways (e.g., personal response, interpretation, character analysis, 

description, critique). 
 Perform a minimum of one presentation. 
 Write at least two of the following multi-paragraph essays: 

 Expository essay 
 Persuasive essay 
 Narrative essay 
 Descriptive essay. 

 Write one formal letter for an authentic audience. 
 Read and create a variety of different styles of poetry. 
 Utilize research skills, including librarians and district online resources and databases, to gather data and create a works cited document. 

 

Suggested Supplemental Literature List 
 

See appendix for suggested literature. 
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English 8 
Course Details: Overview:   
Grade(s):  8 Eighth grade English emphasizes both the continued development of the writing process and the critical exploration of literature.  Learners 

read a variety of genres and utilize complex literary terms and forms as a basis for discussion, writing topics, and models. As readers respond 
to literature, they will continue to measure their own experiences against those of others, connecting literature to real life, other texts, and 
media. Learners write for a variety of purposes and authentic audiences, and conventions of good writing (such as grammar, vocabulary, 
spelling, sentence, and paragraph structures) are studied and applied. Instructors are encouraged to utilize strategies, such as 6+1 Trait® 
writing, graphic organizers , and other personalized learning strategies. 

Length:  Two semesters 
(required) 

Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text 

and real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
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 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, 
sharing ideas and stories, and reaching consensus. 

 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed 

judgements, processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 
Foundation Reading Skills 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.1  The learner will read to make meaning while flexibly 
using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 
skills with fluency and independence at grade level 
complexity. 

 Although foundational skills are not identified beyond the 
sixth grade span, it is important to continue developing 
them with learners who may need additional support. 

AKSS 
 

 

Reading Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.2  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions 
about the author’s intent when reading a variety of 
increasingly complex literary texts from a range of  

 Interpret a theme of the text and analyze author reasoning 
to develop the text, including use of textual details, textual 
structures, character interactions, and dialogue to progress  

AKSS 
RL.8.1; RL. 8.2; RL. 
8.3; RL.8.4; RL.8.5; 

RL.8.6; RL.8.7; RL.8.9;  
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

cultures, and cite a range of relevant and compelling 
textual evidence to support their analyses. 

the action. The learner will also cite evidence to support the 
analysis. 

 Analyze how various literary elements and devices shape 
text development and impact meaning.  

 Analyze how visual and multimedia elements of a text 
contribute to the meaning, tone, or intended effect of a text 
on the reader/viewer. 

 Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words or phrases based on eighth grade reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  

 Compare and contrast how authors treat similar themes or 
literary forms for intended effect. 

RL.8.10; W.8.9.a; 
L.8.4.a-d; L.8.5.a-c; 

 

Reading Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.3  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions 
about the author’s intent when reading a variety of 
increasingly complex, nonfictional texts, and cite a range 
of relevant and compelling textual evidence to support 
their analyses. 

 Analyze the central idea or theme, and support conclusions 
about how the text’s organization, content, reasoning, and 
use of evidence support the author’s point of view. 

 Compare and integrate relevant information from multiple 
sources, and synthesize conflicting information on the same 
topics/subjects when developing understanding of a text. 

 

AKSS 
RI.8.1; RI.8.2; RI.8.3; 
RI.8.4; RI.8.5; RI.8.6; 
RI.8.7; RI.8.8; RI.8.9; 

RI.8.10; W.8.9.b; 
L.8.4.a-d; L.8.5.a-c; 
L.8.6; RH.6-7-8.1; 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.3 continued…  Analyze and explain how visual and multimedia elements 
contribute to the overall meaning, accuracy, tone, or 
intended effect. 

 Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words or phrases based on eight grade reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 Compare and contrast how authors portray similar topics, 
events, or issues, and interpret how the treatment affects 
the message. 

 

 
Narrative Writing 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.4  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and effective 
narrative writing for a range of types, purposes, and 
audiences (e.g., blogs, podcasts, graphic novels, 
nonfiction).  

 Use text structures, transitional devices, and narrative 
strategies to engage the audience and establish context, 
develop characters and setting, and establish chronology 
from problem to resolution with a sense of closure. 

 Maintain a point of view, tone, style and coherence of 
theme as it develops across the text by using author’s craft 
appropriate to the purpose. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

AKSS 
W.8.3.a-e; W.8.4; 

W.8.5; W.8.6; W.8.10;  
L.8.1.a-d; L.8.2.a-c; 

L.8.3.a; L.8.6 
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Informational Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.5  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and effective 
expository writing for a range of types, purposes, and 
audiences. 

 Identify a focus and use informational text structures to 
develop and elaborate on a central idea or theme. 

 Maintain a focus, point of view, formal style, and tone 
using techniques and features that organize, analyze, and 
elaborate on information presented. 

 Locate and integrate relevant and credible information 
from multiple source into a text. 

 Develop a conclusion that summarizes or synthesizes key 
information presented in support of a central idea or theme. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

AKSS 
W.8.1.a-e; W.8.2.a-f; 
W.8.4; W.8.5; W.8.6; 

W.8.7; W.8.8; 
W.8.9.a-b;  W.8.10;  
L.8.1.a-d; L.8.2.a-c; 
L.8.3.a; L.8.6; RH.6-

7-8.1 

 

Opinion/Argument Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.6  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and persuasive 
writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences. 

 Use argumentative structures and persuasive techniques to 
convey claims related to topic, text, and/or issue. 

 Locate and use reliable and credible sources (e.g., 
print/non-print primary and secondary sources, interviews) 
to expand the topic, text, and/or issue and to support 
diverse points of view.  

AKSS 
W.8.1.a-e;  W.8.2.a-f; 
W.8.4; W.8.5; W.8.6; 

W.8.7; W.8.8; 
W.8.9.a-b;  W.8.10;  
L.8.1.a-d; L.8.2.a-c; 
L.8.3.a; L.8.6; RH.6-

7-8.1 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.6 continued…  Maintain an authoritative stance for the claim/thesis by 
analyzing evidence used in support of each stated criterion 
for a position while addressing possible counterclaims. 

 Logically connect reasons, facts, analyses, and sources to 
provide a conclusion. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

 

 
Speaking, Listening, and Language 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.7  The learner will initiate and participate effectively in 
speaking and listening for a variety of purposes and 
audiences (e.g., informal discussions, formal 
presentations), listen to diverse perspectives, and express 
ideas clearly and purposefully. 

 Present grade-appropriate information that is supported 
with evidence, elaborate when elicited, and respond to 
questions with relevant ideas or comments. 

 Analyze, interpret, evaluate, and use information delivered 
orally or visually. 

 Compose and orally deliver a presentation for different 
purposes and audiences, integrating visual, graphic, digital, 
and/or audio enhancements when appropriate for clarifying 
the message or intent. 

 Communicate clearly following standard English 
conventions. 

AKSS 
SL.8.1.a-d; SL.8.2; 

SL.8.3; SL.8.4; 
SL.8.5; SL.8.6; 

L.8.1.a-d; L.8.2.a-c; 
L.8.3.a; L.8.4.a-d; 

L.8.5.a-c; L.8.6 
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Inquiry, Investigation, and Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.8  The learner will engage in group and individual research 
to investigate, analyze, integrate, and present 
information, demonstrating an understanding of the use 
of credible, relevant, and reliable sources. 

 Conduct research projects to explore a topic, issue, or 
problem, analyzing interrelationships among concepts and 
perspectives. 

 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse 
media and formats, and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, 
commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

 Strategically use precise language, figurative language, 
syntax, and discourse appropriate to an intent, purpose, and 
audience. 

 Use reasoning, planning, and evidence to determine an area 
of inquiry, then gather, select, and cite information to 
support inferences, interpretations, and analyses. 

AKSS 
W.8.7; W.8.8; 

W.8.9.a-b; SL.8.2; 
SL.8.4; L.8.6; 

WHST.6-7-8.7; RH.6-
7-8.1 

 

Technology 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.9  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology, including digital media and 
the Internet, to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create sharable products. 

 Strategically integrate multimedia and visual displays into 
presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and 
evidence, and add interest. 

 Use digital tools and reference materials to interpret 
intended word meanings, expand understanding from 
definitional to conceptual, and apply them when 
communicating. 

AKSS 
W.8.6; W.8.7; W.8.8; 

SL.8.5; L.8.4.c 
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Required Reading and Writing Activities 
The learner will: 

 Read a minimum of three books per year, which may include teacher-selected genre. 
 Read daily for pleasure and/or information. 
 Read aloud and independently. 
 Write at least one of the following multi-paragraph essays: 

 Expository essay 
 Persuasive essay 
 Narrative essay. 

 Write three short-writes per semester responding to a text in a variety of ways (e.g., personal response, interpretation, character analysis, 
description, critique). 

 Exchange papers and evaluate peer writing. 
 Wrote one formal letter to an authentic audience. 
 Perform two oral presentations. 
 Read and create a variety of different styles of poetry (e.g., quatrains, sonnets, free-verse) using poetic devices such as repetition, 

metaphor, simile, rhyme scheme, and meter. 
 Utilize research skills, including librarians and district online resources and databases, to gather data and create a works cited document 

that supports a multi-paragraph essay. The learner will also utilize research skills that include a formatted works cited/bibliography. 
 

Suggested Supplemental Literature List 
 

See appendix for suggested literature. 
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Journalism & Publication 
Course Details: Overview:   
Grade(s):  7-8 Journalism and Publication teaches the steps involved in publishing.  Production of publications includes article writing, page layout and 

design, scheduling of projects, meeting deadlines, revising, and editing.  Learners will explore publishing in various media. Length:  One semester 
Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text 

and real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 

 

Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, 

sharing ideas and stories, and reaching consensus. 
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 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed 

judgements, processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 
Foundation Reading Skills 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.1  The learner will read to make meaning while flexibly 
using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 
skills with fluency and independence at grade level 
complexity. 

 Although foundational skills are not identified beyond the 
sixth grade span, it is important to continue developing 
them with learners who may need additional support. 

AKSS 
 

 

Reading & Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.8  The learner will engage in group and individual research 
to investigate, analyze, integrate, and present 
information, demonstrating an understanding of the use 
of credible, relevant, and reliable sources. 

 Explore various forms of media publications including 
newspapers, magazines, television, and electronic media 
forum. 

 Organize and analyze notes and information. 
 

AKSS 
RI.8.1; RI.8.2; RI.8.3; 
RI.8.4; RI.8.5; RI.8.6; 
RI.8.7; RI.8.8; RI.8.9; 

RI.8.10; W.8.9.b;  
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.8 continued…  Demonstrate an understanding of the responsibilities of 
ethical journalism (e.g., respecting copyrighted material, 
citing sources of information). 

 Identify common newspaper parts and terms. 
 Identify the various types of articles including news, 

editorials, features, and sports. 
 Analyze the persuasive techniques used by media to 

influence audiences. 
 Recognize bias in journalism. 

L.8.4.a-d; L.8.5.a-c; 
L.8.6; RH.6-7-8.1 

 

Communication 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.5  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and effective 
expository writing for a range of types, purposes, and 
audiences. 

 Write a variety of news articles and opinion statements. 
 Apply revising and editing skills in publishing stories and 

information material. 
 Interview a primary source. 
 Use the conventions of journalism. 
 Gather and organize information for news articles. 
 Understand the elements of publication (e.g., roles, 

responsibilities, presentation). 

AKSS 
W.8.1.a-e; W.8.2.a-f; 
W.8.4; W.8.5; W.8.6; 

W.8.7; W.8.8; W.8.9.a-b;  
W.8.10;  L.8.1.a-d; 

L.8.2.a-c; L.8.3.a; L.8.6; 
RH.6-7-8.1; SL.8.1.a-d; 
SL.8.2; SL.8.3; SL.8.4; 

SL.8.5; SL.8.6; L.8.4.a-d; 
L.8.5.a-c; WHST.6-7-8.6 
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Suggested Activities 
 Create a classroom or school newspaper. 
 Edit copy for final publication. 
 Prepare school-wide publications including banners, signs, newspapers, advertisements, literary magazines, and digital content. 
 Keep a log of television viewing and computer usage, and analyze effect of media upon students. 
 Compare and contrast a variety of newspapers and other media publications for point of view, bias, and quality. 
 News source scavenger hunt. 
 Write articles from specific perspectives and biases. 
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Middle School Literature 
Course Details: Overview:   
Grade(s):  7-8 Middle School Literature focuses on the reading of various types of literature with an emphasis on reading as a process. The course will 

include an introduction to elements of literature, enhancement of comprehension skills, application of literature to real-life situations, and 
integration of reading, writing, speaking, and listening activities.  It will also integrate interdisciplinary materials and nonfiction from a 
variety of media. 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text 

and real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 

 
Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, 

sharing ideas and stories, and reaching consensus. 
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 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed 

judgements, processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 
Foundation Reading Skills 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.1  The learner will read to make meaning while flexibly 
using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 
skills with fluency and independence at grade level 
complexity. 

 Although foundational skills are not identified beyond the 
sixth grade span, it is important to continue developing 
them with learners who may need additional support. 

AKSS 
  

 

Reading Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.2  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions 
about the author’s intent when reading a variety of 
increasingly complex literary texts from a range of  

 Read independently for pleasure and information. 
 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language. 
  

AKSS 
RL.8.1; RL. 8.2; RL. 
8.3; RL.8.4; RL.8.5; 

RL.8.6; RL.8.7;  
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

cultures, and cite a range of relevant and compelling 
textual evidence to support their analyses. 

 Identify different forms of literature, including 
multicultural literature. 

 Interpret literature using literary elements. 
 Analyze connections to individuals, ideas, or events. 
 Expand reading, writing, and/or speaking vocabulary in 

connection with literature. 
 Gather meaning from print and non-print text by applying 

reading comprehension skills. 
 Analyze how the author’s point of view affects the text. 

RL.8.9; RL.8.10; 
W.8.9.a; L.8.4.a-d; 

L.8.5.a-c 

 

Writing/Composition 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.4  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and effective 
narrative writing for a range of types, purposes, and 
audiences (e.g., blogs, podcasts, graphic novels, 
nonfiction). 

 Demonstrate the ability to use the writing process in reader 
response (e.g., graphic organizers, plot diagrams, character 
mapping). 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Organize ideas using appropriate structures (e.g., 
importance, chronology, comparison/contrast, and 
classification). 

AKSS 
W.8.3.a-e; W.8.4; 

W.8.5; W.8.6; W.8.10;  
L.8.1.a-d; L.8.2.a-c; 

L.8.3.a; L.8.6 
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Speaking and Listening 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.7  The learner will initiate and participate effectively in 
speaking and listening for a variety of purposes and 
audiences (e.g., informal discussions, formal  

 Listen to and participate in oral reading. 
 Present readings to a variety of audiences with relevant 

AKSS 
SL.8.1.a-d; SL.8.2; 

SL.8.3; SL.8.4; 
SL.8.5; SL.8.6;  

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

presentations), listen to diverse perspectives, and express 
ideas clearly and purposefully. 

evidence, valid reasoning, and details that support point of 
view. 

 Use appropriate eye contact, volume, tone, and clear 
pronunciation. 

 Pose questions and respond to other’s comments and 
questions. 

L.8.1.a-d; L.8.2.a-c; 
L.8.3.a; L.8.4.a-d; 

L.8.5.a-c; L.8.6 

 

Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.8  The learner will engage in group and individual research 
to investigate, analyze, integrate, and present 
information, demonstrating an understanding of the use 
of credible, relevant, and reliable sources. 

 Analyze content and techniques of various media, applying 
skills such as fact vs. opinion, emotional appeals, 
inferences, predictions, and evaluations. 

 Identify the message and target audience of video, print, 
and other media. 

 Interact with computer resources to extend research, (i.e., 
Internet searches and other computer reference tools). 

AKSS 
W.8.6; W.8.7; W.8.8; 

SL.8.5; L.8.4.c 
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Suggested Activities 
 “Popcorn” reading aloud in class. 
  Rehearse choral readings. 
  Read to younger audiences where available. 
  Read at home at least 30 minutes per day. 
  Novel studies from works read both at home and in class. 
  Use journals for reflective writing on an ongoing basis. 
  Use newspapers regularly in the classroom. 
  Compare/contrast movies with original literary works. 
  Evaluate personal television viewing. 
  Read poetry. 
  Literature Circles 
  Readers’ Theater 
  Use graphic organizers and/or Thinking Maps®. 
  Teacher Read-Aloud and Think-Aloud. 
  Read weekly news magazines or online material. 
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Newcomer English I 
Course Details: Overview:   
Grade(s):  6-8 This course is designed to be taken simultaneously by different levels of learners.  Teacher differentiation using SIOP, Kagan©, and other 

appropriate research-based strategies for language acquisition will address and meet the needs of various English Language Learner (ELL) 
development levels.  Learners will work towards proficiency in Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP).  The main focus of this 
course is to increase English vocabulary for academic and social situations through an increase in reading/listening comprehension, an 
improvement in the learner’s ability to express thoughts through writing, an expansion of resources and tools that will ensure academic 
excellence and independence, and an ability to actively participate in various cultural environments.  All classes taught exclusively to English 
Language Learners must be taught by a teacher with a Bilingual/Multicultural, ELL, or TESOL endorsement. 
 
This course may fulfill two semesters of required English credits for Entering through Developing level students as determined by the WIDA 
ACCESS or W-APT Assessment. 

Length:  One or two 
semesters 
Prerequisites:  The 
learner must be a part of 
the ELL program at 
Entering (level 1) through 
Developing (level 3) 
proficiency levels and 
have teacher 
recommendation. 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text 

and real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
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 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 

 

Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, 

sharing ideas and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed 

judgements, processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 
Reading 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

ELL.1  The learner will comprehend written English in 
personal, social, and academic contexts from print and 
non-print materials within the school setting. 

 Read both script and cursive manuscripts. 
 Identify parts of speech (especially nouns, verbs, adjectives, 

and adverbs), and use this knowledge to inform meaning. 
 Engage in intensive vocabulary study. 
 Begin familiarization with basic cultural literacy (50 U.S. 

states, 5 regional climates, influential U.S. presidents,  
 

AKSS 
A.6, B.1, B.2, B.3, 
D.1, D.2, D.4, E.1, 

E.2, E.3, E.4  
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

ELL.1  continued… significant dates and events in U.S. history, significant 
events in Alaska history, etc.). 

 Demonstrate comprehension of simple text and 
environmental print.Identify main points of a simple text, 
such as an informational pamphlet or flyer that includes 
pictorial support. 

 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

ELL.2  The learner will communicate in appropriate written 
English in a variety of personal, social, and academic 
contexts within the school setting.  

 Express oneself in writing at the sentence and rudimentary 
paragraph level. 

 Begin familiarity with the concepts of topic sentences, 
details, and transition words. 

 Use simple present, present continuous, simple past, and 
simple future tenses. 

 Use Thinking Maps® to organize ideas. 
 Use technology to promote academic success (e.g., 

PowerSchool, online library resources and catalog, 
formatting and typing papers, PowerPoint presentations, 
iMovies, and evaluating Internet resources for integrity). 

 Write a personal letter. 
 Produce orally and answer in writing basic “wh” questions. 

AKSS 
A.1, A.2, A.4, A.5, 

A.8, C.5, D.4 
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Speaking and Listening 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

ELL.3  The learner will comprehend spoken English in a 
variety of personal, social, and academic contexts 
within the school setting. 

 Develop ease in speaking within small groups. 
 Demonstrate comprehension of announcements and 

bulletins given during the school day. 
 Demonstrate appropriate response to emergencies, and 

respond appropriately to various school safety drills. 

AKSS 
B.1, B.2, B.3, C.5, 

D.2, E.2 

ELL.4  The learner will communicate in appropriate spoken 
English in a variety of personal, social, and academic 
contexts within the school setting. 

 Communicate essential personal details for both safety and 
social purposes, and engage in basic social communication. 

 Develop ease in speaking within small groups. 
 Navigate the school setting and available resources to 

promote academic success (e.g., library, counseling office, 
etc.). 

 Advocate for self and demonstrate pride in cultural heritage 
 Ask and respond to essential information (name, address, 

phone number, etc.). 
 Produce orally and answer in writing basic “wh” questions. 
 Give and receive basic directions (map). 

AKSS 
A.6, A.7, A.8, C.5, 

D.4, E.3, E.4 
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WIDA English Language Development Standards 
 Standard 1:  English language learners communicate for social and instructional purposes within the school setting. 
 Standard 2:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Language Arts. 
 Standard 3:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Mathematics. 
 Standard 4:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Science. 
 Standard 5:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Social Studies. 
 

Consult with the WIDA Resource Guide for Summative Model Performance Indicators and Can Do Descriptors. 
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Newcomer English II 
Course Details: Overview:   
Grade(s):  6-8 This course is designed to be taken simultaneously by different levels of learners.  Teacher differentiation using SIOP, Kagan©, and other 

appropriate research-based strategies for language acquisition will address and meet the needs of various English Language Learner (ELL) 
development levels.  Learners will work towards proficiency in Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP).  The main focus of this 
course is to increase English vocabulary for academic and social situations through an increase in reading/listening comprehension, an 
improvement in the learner’s ability to express thoughts through writing, an expansion of resources and tools that will ensure academic 
excellence and independence, and an ability to actively participate in various cultural environments.  All classes taught exclusively to English 
Language Learners must be taught by a teacher with a Bilingual/Multicultural, ELL or TESOL endorsement. 
 
This course may fulfill two semesters of required English credits for Beginning through Expanding level students as determined by the 
WIDA ACCESS or W-APT Assessment. 

Length:  One or two 
semesters 
Prerequisites:  The 
learner must be a part of the 
ELL program at Beginning 
(level 2) through 
Expanding (level 4) 
proficiency levels and have 
teacher recommendation. 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text 

and real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
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 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 

Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, 

sharing ideas and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed 

judgements, processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 
Reading 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

ELL.1  The learner will comprehend written English in 
personal, social, and academic contexts from print and 
non-print materials within the school setting. 

 Demonstrate comprehension of increasingly complex text. 
 Identify all parts of speech and use this knowledge to 

inform meaning. 
 Identify and discuss literary elements with increasing 

complexity as appropriate. 
 Begin to understand connotative elements of text. 

 

AKSS 
A.6, B.1, B.2, B.3, 
D.1, D.2, D.4, E.1, 

E.2, E.3, E.4  
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

ELL.1  continued…  Begin familiarization with basic cultural literacy (50 U.S. 
states, 5 regional climates, influential U.S. presidents, 
significant dates and events in U.S. history, significant 
events in Alaska history, etc.). 

 Independently use appropriate Thinking Maps® for 
manipulating and graphically representing various literary 
elements. 

 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

ELL.2  The learner will communicate in appropriate written 
English in a variety of personal, social, and academic 
contexts within the school setting. 

 Express oneself with increasing complexity in writing, 
demonstrating the ability to negotiate multi-paragraph 
pieces. 

 Expand repertoire of simple present, simple past, and future 
tenses, and become familiar with present perfect tenses and 
modals. 

 Use technology to promote academic success (e.g., 
PowerSchool, online library resources and catalog, 
formatting and typing papers, PowerPoint presentations, 
iMovies, and evaluating Internet resources for integrity). 

 Write a formal letter. 

 

AKSS 
A.1, A.2, A.4, A.5, 

A.8, C.5, D.4 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

ELL.2  continued…  Identify each of the following and write a multi-paragraph 
text of at least two: narrative, expository, persuasive, literary 
analysis, and comparison. 

 Complete a research project, with the focus on the process. 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

ELL.3  The learner will comprehend spoken English in a 
variety of personal, social, and academic contexts within the 
school setting. 

 Identify all parts of speech and use this knowledge to 
inform meaning. 

 Identify and discuss literary elements with increasing 
complexity as appropriate. 

AKSS 
B.1, B.2, B.3, C.5, 

D.2, E.2 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

ELL.4  The learner will communicate in appropriate spoken 
English in a variety of personal, social, and academic 
contexts within the school setting. 

 Develop greater ease in speaking within large and small 
groups. 

 Navigate the school setting and available resources to 
promote academic success (e.g., library, counseling office, 
etc.). 

 Advocate for self and demonstrate pride in cultural heritage. 

AKSS 
A.6, A.7, A.8, C.5, 

D.4, E.3, E.4 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  58   Newcomer English II 
English Language Arts Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

WIDA English Language Development Standards 
 Standard 1:  English language learners communicate for social and instructional purposes within the school setting. 
 Standard 2:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Language Arts. 
 Standard 3:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Mathematics. 
 Standard 4:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Science. 
 Standard 5:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Social Studies. 
 

Consult with the WIDA Resource Guide for Summative Model Performance Indicators and Can Do Descriptors. 
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Nonfiction Forum 
Course Details: Overview:   
Grade(s):  7-8 Nonfiction Forum focuses on the reading of course texts and informational resources.  Composition, speech, research, and aligned 

literature will be incorporated as components, as well as study and test-taking skills.  Nonfiction Forum can be combined with other 
content courses, such as Social Studies or Science.  

Length:  One semester 
Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text 

and real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 

 

Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, 

sharing ideas and stories, and reaching consensus. 
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 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed 

judgements, processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 
Foundation Reading Skills 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.1  The learner will read to make meaning while flexibly 
using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 
skills with fluency and independence at grade level 
complexity. 

 Although foundational skills are not identified beyond the 
sixth grade span, it is important to continue developing 
them with learners who may need additional support. 

AKSS 
  

 

Reading Nonfiction 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.3  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions 
about the author’s intent when reading a variety of 
increasingly complex, nonfictional texts, and cite a range  

 Read daily. 
 Reflect and respond to different ideas found in written, 

oral, and visual materials, and connect them to life. 

AKSS 
RI.8.1; RI.8.2; RI.8.3; 
RI.8.4; RI.8.5; RI.8.6; 
RI.8.7; RI.8.8; RI.8.9;  
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

of relevant and compelling textual evidence to support 
their analyses. 

 Make predictions and connections between text. 
 Practice pre-reading activities, including preview of text 

organization and section titles, vocabulary, and summary 
questions. 

 Recognize relationships of concepts, such as cause and 
effect, fact and opinion, bias and propaganda, and compare 
and contrast. 

 Recognize and understand analogies, similes, and 
metaphors in nonfiction texts. 

RI.8.10; W.8.9.b; 
L.8.4.a-d; L.8.5.a-c; 
L.8.6; RH.6-7-8.1 

 

Speaking, Listening, and Viewing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.7  The learner will initiate and participate effectively in 
speaking and listening for a variety of purposes and 
audiences (e.g., informal discussions, formal 
presentations), listen to diverse perspectives, and express 
ideas clearly and purposefully. 

 Ask questions to clarify information. 
 Summarize main ideas, concepts, and supporting details. 
 View, listen, and respond to varied readings and media on 

social or civic concepts. 
 Identify message and target audience of video, print, and 

radio advertisements. 
 State and justify main ideas and supporting details, 

incorporating content area vocabulary and varied sources. 

AKSS 
SL.8.1.a-d; SL.8.2; 

SL.8.3; SL.8.4; 
SL.8.5; SL.8.6; 

L.8.1.a-d; L.8.2.a-c; 
L.8.3.a; L.8.4.a-d; 

L.8.5.a-c; L.8.6 
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Technology 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.9  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology, including digital media and 
the Internet, to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create sharable products. 

 Strategically integrate multimedia and visual displays into 
presentations. 

  Use digital tools and reference materials to interpret 
intended word meanings, expand understanding from 
definitional to conceptual, and apply them when 
communicating. 

AKSS 
W.8.6; W.8.7; W.8.8; 

SL.8.5; L.8.4.c  

 

Suggested Activities 
 Project Citizen 
 Analyze portrayal of news event via varied media. 
 Compare visual representation of history with text representation, using timelines or graphic organizers. 
 Keep a notebook documenting varied study skill options. 
 Performance assessment forums such as plays, testimony, court scenes, taped readings, models, and technological presentations. 
 Compile a personal portfolio of varied projects that incorporate print and non-print media. 
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Speech & Debate 
Course Details: Overview:   
Grade(s):  7-8 In this course students will learn to prepare debate cases, in addition to learning the speech skills taught in the required English courses.  

Emphasis will be on argumentation skills and logical organization. Length:  One semester 
Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text 

and real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 

 

Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, 

sharing ideas and stories, and reaching consensus. 
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 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed 

judgements, processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 
Foundation Reading Skills 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.1  The learner will read to make meaning while flexibly 
using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 
skills with fluency and independence at grade level 
complexity. 

 Although foundational skills are not identified beyond the 
sixth grade span, it is important to continue developing 
them with learners who may need additional support. 

AKSS 
  

 

Reading Informational Text 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.3  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions 
about the author’s intent when reading a variety of 
increasingly complex, nonfictional texts, and cite a range  

 Analyze and explain how visual and multimedia elements 
contribute to the overall meaning, accuracy, tone, or 
intended effect. 

AKSS 
RI.8.1; RI.8.2; RI.8.3; 
RI.8.4; RI.8.5; RI.8.6; 
RI.8.7; RI.8.8; RI.8.9;  
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

of relevant and compelling textual evidence to support 
their analyses. 

 Compare and integrate relevant information from multiple 
sources, and synthesize conflicting information on the same 
topics/subjects when developing understanding of a text. 

 Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words or phrases based on grade-level reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 Compare and contrast how authors portray similar topics, 
events, or issues, and interpret how the treatment affects the 
message. 

RI.8.10; W.8.9.b; 
L.8.4.a-d; L.8.5.a-c; 
L.8.6; RH.6-7-8.1 

 

Informational Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.6  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and persuasive 
writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences. 

 Identify a focus and use informational text structures to 
develop and elaborate on a central idea or theme. 

 Maintain a focus, point of view, formal style, and tone using 
techniques and features that organize, analyze, and elaborate 
on information presented. 

 Locate and integrate relevant and credible information from 
sources into a text. 

 Develop a conclusion that summarizes or synthesizes key 
information presented in support of a central idea or theme.  

AKSS 
W.8.1.a-e; W.8.2.a-f; 
W.8.4; W.8.5; W.8.6; 

W.8.7; W.8.8; 
W.8.9.a-b;  W.8.10;  
L.8.1.a-d; L.8.2.a-c; 
L.8.3.a; L.8.6; RH.6-

7-8.1 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.6  continued…  Use argumentative structures and persuasive techniques to 
convey claims and counterclaims related to a topic, text, 
and/or issue. 
Locate and use reliable and credible sources (e.g., 
print/non-print primary and secondary sources, interviews) 
to expand the topic, text, or issue and to support diverse 
points of view. 

 Maintain an authoritative stance for the claim/thesis by 
analyzing evidence used in support of each stated criterion 
for a position while addressing possible counterclaims. 

 Logically connect reasons, facts, analyses, and sources to 
provide a conclusion. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise a text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

 

 
Speaking, Listening, and Language 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.7  The learner will initiate and participate effectively in 
speaking and listening for a variety of purposes and 
audiences (e.g., informal discussions, formal 
presentations), listen to diverse perspectives, and express 
ideas clearly and purposefully. 

 Demonstrate self-confidence through expression and 
awareness of dramatic abilities and oral language. 

 Apply speech preparation skills such as gathering 
information, note card preparation, and speech 
organization. 

AKSS 
 W.8.7; W.8.8; 

W.8.9.a-b; SL.8.2; 
SL.8.4; L.8.6; 

WHST.6-7-8.7; RH.6-
7-8.1 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.7  continued…  Practice delivery skills such as volume, intonation, eye 
contact, poise, and enunciation. 

 Demonstrate speaking skills by preparing and delivering a 
variety of speeches and debates. 

 Respond to and evaluate the content and style of own and 
other learner’s speeches. 

 Demonstrate the ability to be active, respectful, and 
supportive audience members. 

 

 

Suggested Activities 
 Extemporaneous speaking. 
  Teacup debates. 
  Tennis debates. 
   Practice preparing and delivering basic types of speeches: impromptu, oral interpretation, demonstration, informative, and persuasive. 
   Apply a rubric in evaluating and critiquing peer speeches. 
  Use technology in delivery of at least one speech (document camera, projector, laptop, video camera, Internet, etc.). 
  Write original speeches in the informative, demonstrative, and persuasive modes. 
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Speech & Drama 
Course Details: Overview:   
Grade(s):  7-8 Speech and Drama is a semester course in which students prepare and deliver speeches, explore the history of theater, study parts of the 

physical theater, and experience the various jobs in producing and performing a play. Length:  One semester 
Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text 

and real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 

 

Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, 

sharing ideas and stories, and reaching consensus. 
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 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed 

judgements, processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

OP.3  The learner will express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 
 

 
Foundation Reading Skills 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.1  The learner will read to make meaning while flexibly 
using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 
skills with fluency and independence at grade level 
complexity. 

 Although foundational skills are not identified beyond the 
sixth grade span, it is important to continue developing 
them with learners who may need additional support. 

AKSS 
  

 

Reading Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.2  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions 
about the author’s intent when reading a variety of  

 Interpret a theme of the text and analyze author reasoning 
to develop the text, including use of textual details, textual 

AKSS 
RL.8.1; RL. 8.2; RL. 
8.3; RL.8.4; RL.8.5;  
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

increasingly complex literary texts from a range of 
cultures, and cite a range of relevant and compelling 
textual evidence to support their analyses. 

structures, character interactions, and dialogue to progress 
the action.  The learner will also cite evidence to support 
the analysis. 

 Analyze how various literary elements and devices shape 
text development and impact meaning. 

 Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words or phrases based on grade-level reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 Compare and contrast how authors treat similar themes or 
use literary forms for intended effect. 

RL.8.6; RL.8.7; 
RL.8.9; RL.8.10; 

W.8.9.a; L.8.4.a-d; 
L.8.5.a-c 

 

Reading Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.3  The learner will comprehend and draw conclusions 
about the author’s intent when reading a variety of 
increasingly complex, nonfictional texts, and cite a range 
of relevant and compelling textual evidence to support 
their analyses. 

 Analyze and explain how visual and multimedia elements 
contribute to the overall meaning, accuracy, tone, or 
intended effect. 

 Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words or phrases based on grade-level reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 Compare and contrast how authors portray similar topics, 
events, or issues, and interpret how the treatment affects 
the message. 

AKSS 
RI.8.1; RI.8.2; RI.8.3; 
RI.8.4; RI.8.5; RI.8.6; 
RI.8.7; RI.8.8; RI.8.9; 

RI.8.10; W.8.9.b; 
L.8.4.a-d; L.8.5.a-c; 
L.8.6; RH.6-7-8.1 
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Informational Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.5  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and effective 
expository writing for a range of types, purposes, and 
audiences. 

 Identify a focus and use informational text structures to 
develop and elaborate on a central idea or theme. 

 Maintain a focus, point of view, formal style, and tone 
using techniques and features that organize, analyze, and 
elaborate on information presented. 

 Locate and integrate relevant and credible information 
from sources into a text. 

 Develop a conclusion that summarizes or synthesizes key 
information presented in support of a central idea or theme. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise a text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

AKSS 
W.8.1.a-e; W.8.2.a-f; 
W.8.4; W.8.5; W.8.6; 

W.8.7; W.8.8; 
W.8.9.a-b;  W.8.10;  
L.8.1.a-d; L.8.2.a-c; 
L.8.3.a; L.8.6; RH.6-

7-8.1  

 

Opinion/Argument Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.6  The learner will produce clear, coherent, and persuasive 
writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences. 

 Use argumentative structures and persuasive techniques to 
convey claims and counterclaims related to topic, text, 
and/or issue. 

 Locate and use reliable and credible sources (e.g., 
print/non-print primary and secondary sources, interviews) 
to expand the topic, text, or issue, and to support diverse 
points of view. 

AKSS 
W.8.1.a-e;  W.8.2.a-f; 
W.8.4; W.8.5; W.8.6; 

W.8.7; W.8.8; 
W.8.9.a-b;  W.8.10;  
L.8.1.a-d; L.8.2.a-c; 
L.8.3.a; L.8.6; RH.6-

7-8.1  
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.6  continued…  Maintain an authoritative stance for the claim/thesis by 
analyzing evidence used in support of each stated criterion 
for a position while addressing possible counterclaims. 

 Logically connect reasons, facts, analyses, and sources to 
provide a conclusion. 

 Use correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar in a 
finished product. 

 Edit and revise my text for clarity, coherence, and intent. 

 

 
Speaking, Listening, and Language 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.7  The learner will initiate and participate effectively in 
speaking and listening for a variety of purposes and 
audiences (e.g., informal discussions, formal 
presentations), listen to diverse perspectives, and express 
ideas clearly and purposefully. 

 Demonstrate self-confidence through expression and 
awareness of dramatic abilities and oral language. 

 Apply speech preparation skills such as gathering 
information, note card preparation, and speech organization. 

 Practice delivery skills such as volume, intonation, eye 
contact, poise, and enunciation. 

 Demonstrate speaking skills by preparing and delivering a 
variety of speeches. 

 Respond to and evaluate the content and style of their own 
and other learners’ speeches. 

 Demonstrate ability to be active, respectful, and supportive 
audience members. 

AKSS 
W.8.7; W.8.8; 

W.8.9.a-b; SL.8.2; 
SL.8.4; L.8.6; 

WHST.6-7-8.7; RH.6-
7-8.1 
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Theater and Play Production 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.10  The learner will have a working knowledge of theater 
history and apply stage terminology to a production. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the major periods in the history 
of theater (e.g., Greek and Roman drama, Middle Ages, 
Elizabethan drama, American drama, and multicultural oral 
traditions). 

 Demonstrate knowledge of theater types and basic stage 
terminology. 

 Experience the various jobs in a play production by 
presenting scenes from a play. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of staging. 
 Demonstrate knowledge of public relations and crew 

duties. 
 Demonstrate ability to perform basic acting skills including 

pantomime, improvisation, and characterization. 

AKSS 
RL8.7; RST.6-7-8.7 

 

Technology 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

MS.9  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology, including digital media and 
the Internet, to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create sharable products. 

 Strategically integrate multimedia and visual displays into 
presentations. 

  Use digital tools and reference materials to interpret 
intended word meanings, expand understanding from 
definitional to conceptual, and apply them when 
communicating. 

AKSS 
W.8.6; W.8.7; W.8.8; 

SL.8.5; L.8.4.c 
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Suggested Activities 
 Practice preparing and delivering basic types of speeches (e.g., impromptu, oral interpretation, demonstration, informative, and persuasive). 
  Regular individual and small group pantomime and improvisation activities. 
  Dramatic interpretation of short children’s literature. 
  Reader’s Theater. 
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High School Overview 
 
The goal of this curriculum is to prepare learners to meet and exceed identified state standards and skills.  
In addition, the aim is to provide continuity of instruction between schools and grades, while allowing 
site-based decision making at each school.  As such, the emphasis is on competencies at each grade level.  
Although different courses are available to students at various schools in the district, depending on 
student and staffing needs, all students receive comparable instruction on these competencies.  Reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening occurs at all levels and in all classes, including elective courses. 
 
Although site-based decisions are imperative to best meet the needs of learners, we realize that continuity 
between schools benefits both learners and teachers.  As such, minimum expectations for assignments and 
assessments are identified, as well as a common list of literature.  Literature is assigned to each grade 
level after considering criteria such as literary quality, reading level, subject maturity, learner interest, 
relation to other curricula, thematic connections, and suitability for teaching the state standards. These 
titles have been through the FNSBSD approval process. 
 
9th and 10th Grade   
The curriculum is based upon yearlong courses integrating reading, writing, speaking, listening, media 
literacy, research, and technology competencies.  Learners read a variety of texts of various genres, as 
selected by each school from the approved lists.   
 
 
11th and 12th Grade Requirements 
 The learner must complete two literature courses, one of which is an American Literature* course. 
 The learner must complete one writing intensive course. 
 The learner must complete one elective, which may be an additional literature or writing intensive 

course. 
 
Upper level literature courses build critical thinking and literacy through a deepened analysis of 
literature, purposeful discussion, and engagement with texts.  These courses aim to provide a working 
knowledge of the characteristics of various literary genres, and to develop analytical and critical thinking 
skills through reading, discussion, and written assignments.  Learners will gain an awareness of the 
universal human concerns that are the basis for literary works, and will gain a greater appreciation of the 
ways in which language and literature empower us to shape our communities. 
 
Upper level writing intensive courses build effective communication through a rigorous process of 
drafting, organizing, and revising a variety of rhetorical modes, including cause/effect, problem/solution, 
narrative, compare/contrast, process, and definition.  Learners will use model texts to further their 
understanding of the ways in which the audience determines the mode and the final product.   
 
Electives  
One core belief with this curriculum is that every English Language Arts course must be academically 
rigorous and contain both reading and writing competencies.  This is especially true of electives.  
Learners are encouraged to choose electives based upon their own academic needs, personal interests, and 
future academic/career goals.  It is understood that available elective offerings will be different at each 
school, as determined by learner and staffing needs. 
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FNSBSD English/Language Arts 

High School Graduation Requirements 
 Four (4) English/language arts credits are required for graduation. 
 11th and 12th grade requirements: 

o The learner must complete two literature courses, one of which is an American Literature* course. 
o The learner must complete one writing intensive course. 
o The learner must complete one elective, which may be an additional literature or writing intensive course. 

English 9 Options 
(Two semester required.) 

English 10 Options 
(Two semesters required.) 

English 11 & 12 Options 
Literature Options 
(Two semester required.) 

Writing Intensive Options 
(One semester required.) 

 English 9 (yearlong) 
 English 9 ELL (yearlong) 
 English 9 Honors (yearlong) 

 English 10 (year-long) 
 English 10 ELL (yearlong) 
 English 10 Honors (yearlong) 
 AP European 

History/Literature (yearlong) 

 African American Literature* 
 AP English Language and 

American Literature* 
 AP Language and 

Composition  
 AP Literature and 

Composition 
 Asian American Literature* 
 Contemporary Literature 
 Early American Literature* 
 Early British Literature  
 English 11 ELL* 
 English 12 ELL 
 Holocaust Literature  
 Latinx American Literature* 
 LGBTQ+ Literature  
 Modern American Literature* 
 Modern British Literature  
 Native American Literature* 
 Shakespearean Literature 
 Survey of American 

Literature*  (This course may 
not be combined with Early 
or Modern American 
Literature.)  

 Survey of British Literature  
(This course may not be 
combined with Early or 
Modern British Literature.)  

 Women’s Literature  
 World Literature 
 Any Honors or ELL versions 

of these courses. 
 

*Indicates courses that fulfill 
the American Literature 
requirement. 

 Academic Writing (UAF - 
Writing 111X) 

 AP Language and Composition  
 AP English Language and 

American Literature* 
 College Preparatory 

Composition  
 Composition and Media 

Analysis  
 Creative Nonfiction  
 Creative Writing I & II  
 Journalism I, II, III, & IV 
 Professional Writing  
 Research and Inquiry  
 Writing in Content Areas for 

ELL 
 

Electives 
(One semester required.) 

 Academic English ELL 
 Media Literacy  
 Newcomer English I & II 
 Philosophy and Language  
 Speech and Debate  
 Sports Studies  
 Technical Drama  
 Theatre Performance I & II 
 Vocabulary and 

Development 
 An option from the literature 

or writing intensive course 
list. 
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English/Language Arts Pathway Options: Grades 9-12 
Graduation Requirements: 4 credits 

 
Grade ELL Standard Honors/AP 

9th English 9 ELL English 9 English 9 Honors 

10th English 10 ELL English 10 
English 10 Honors 

AP European History & Literature 

11th ELL American 
Literature 

Writing in the 
Content Areas for 

ELL 
American Literature1 Writing-Intensive2 

Honors American 
Literature English Elective 

AP Language and Composition 

12th ELL Literature English Elective Literature3 English Elective4 
Honors Literature English Elective 

AP Literature and Composition 
 

Minimum Requirements 11th and 12th Grade English/Language Arts 
 The learner must complete two literature courses, one of which is an American Literature* course. 
 The learner must complete one writing intensive course. 
 The learner must complete one elective, which may be an additional literature or writing intensive course. 

 

                                                 
1 American Literature Courses: Early American Literature, Modern American Literature, Survey of American Literature, African American 
Literature, Native American Literature, Latinx Literature, Asian American Literature, LGBTQ+ Literature, Women’s Literature, Honors and ELL 
versions of any of these, AP Language and Composition 
2 Writing Intensive Courses: College Prep Composition, Composition and Media Analysis, Professional Writing, Creative Writing I, Creative 
Writing II, Journalism I, Journalism, II, Journalism III, Research and Inquiry, Creative Non-Fiction, Writing in the Content Areas for ELL, AP 
Language and Composition, Academic Writing (English 111), AP Literature and Composition 
3 Other Literature Electives (it’s okay to take more than one American Literature Course instead of one of these to satisfy the two 
required semesters of Literature): Early British Literature, Modern British Literature, Survey of British Literature, World Literature, 
Shakespearean Literature, Holocaust Literature, Contemporary Literature, Honors and ELL versions of any of these, AP Literature and 
Composition 
4 Electives (not required -- it’s okay to take another Literature course or Writing-Intensive elective if preferred): Speech and Debate, Media 
Literacy, Philosophy and Language, Theater I, Theater II, Technical Drama, Sports Studies, Vocabulary Development 
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High School Competencies 
 

Core Competencies 
The English/Language Arts core competencies are fostered and reinforced on every suitable 
occasion throughout the 7-12 curriculum. These skills are common across all English/Language 
Arts courses, and learners are expected to be able to apply them across the curriculum. The core 
competencies listed for middle and high school might vary slightly; learners build upon these 
competencies as they progress through twelfth grade. All core competencies have been created 
using the Alaska State Standards.   
 
Reading 
R.1   The learner will respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse 

perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and real life 
experiences. 

R.2   The learner will compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
R.3   The learner will analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, 

poetry, and nonfiction. 
R.4   The learner will identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
R.5   The learner will differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to 

support connections. 
R.6   The learner will analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
R.7   The learner will rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, 

reports, poetry, and literary response. 
R.8   The learner will apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
R.9   The learner will read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and 

participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
R.10  The learner will interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 
 
Writing 
W.1   The learner will use steps of the writing process. 
W.2   The learner will correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
W.3   The learner will compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a 

conclusion. 
W.4   The learner will use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, 

sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
W.5   The learner will write for an intended audience. 
W.6   The learner will evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to 

peer or teacher feedback. 
W.7   The learner will identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process 

(e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
W.8   The learner will give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or 

APA style citations. 
W.8   The learner will use standardized rubrics as a reflective and evaluative tool. 
W.9   The learner will complete projects independently and collaboratively. 
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Speaking and Listening 
SL.1  The learner will express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, 

including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas and stories, 
and reaching consensus. 

SL.2  The learner will use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye 
contact, poise, and enunciation. 

SL.3  The learner will use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
SL.4  The learner will listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and 

whole classes. 
SL.5  The learner will speak in standard English in formal situations. 
 
Organizing Project 
OP.1  The learner will organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions 

and technology. 
OP.2  The learner will view media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, 

including gathering information, making informed judgements, processing information, 
and utilizing library media centers. 

OP.3  The learner will express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 
 
 
 

Curricular Competencies 
HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of 

increasingly complex print and non-print informational texts, including texts for science, 
social studies, and technical subjects. 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety 
of increasingly complex print and non-print literary texts. 

HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including analytical, narrative, explanatory, 
and expressive), and use increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and language. 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically 
making increasingly complex decisions about content, language use, and discourse style. 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and thoughtfully in a variety of 
settings and purposes. 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and 
creating an increasingly complex variety of media. (The term “media” refers to all 
electronic or digital means and print or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate topics, evaluate 
sources, utilize databases, and synthesize information in an increasingly complex manner. 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology 
(including digital media and the Internet) to gather, interpret, and analyze information and 
create shareable products. 
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English 9 
Course Details: Grade(s):  9 Length:  Two semesters (required) Prerequisites:  None Writing Intensive 

O
ve

rv
ie

w
: 

English 9 
English 9 guides learners towards critical thinking and literacy through a focus on purposeful engagement with informational and literary texts, using 
organizational strategies to structure formal writing, supporting claims with logical evidence, and practicing purposeful speaking and listening with 
community members.  This course actively cultivates a growth mindset by encouraging learner reflection and ownership, offering choice, and supporting 
career-readiness.  This yearlong course fulfills two semesters of the English 9 requirement. 
 
English 9 Honors 
English 9 Honors is designed for advanced readers and writers capable of in‐depth analysis, and who have the interest and self-motivation to read and 
write independently.  This class assumes more ability to read and write independently, more time in discussion rather than in supported reading, an 
increased reading pace, and a higher level of commitment and preparation in and out of class. The expectation of the level of discourse in this class is a 
heightened one. Learners therefore have an increased level of accountability to their class community in terms of keeping up with reading and other 
assignments. This course builds critical thinking and literacy through a focus on purposeful engagement with informational and literary texts, using 
organizational strategies to structure formal writing, supporting claims with logical evidence, and practicing purposeful speaking and listening with 
community members.  This course actively cultivates a growth mindset by encouraging learner reflection and ownership, offering choice, and supporting 
career-readiness.  This yearlong course fulfills two semesters of the English 9 requirement.   
 
English 9 ELL  
English 9 ELL guides learners who are eligible for ELL services towards critical thinking and literacy through a focus on purposeful engagement with 
informational and literary texts, using organizational strategies to structure writing, supporting claims with logical evidence, and practicing purposeful 
speaking and listening.  This course actively cultivates a growth mindset by encouraging learner reflection and ownership, offering choice, and supporting 
career-readiness.  This yearlong course fulfills two semesters of the English 9 requirement. Teacher recommendation is required.   All classes taught 
exclusively to English Language Learners must be taught by a teacher with a Bilingual/Multicultural, ELL, or TESOL endorsement. 
 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
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 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 
Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 

Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 
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Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print informational texts, including texts 
for science, social studies, and technical subjects. 

 Identify texts that appeal to them, and explain what that text 
may add to their understanding and lives.  

 Read a wide variety of texts (i.e., different lengths, genres, 
methods of delivery, and purposes), and explain the merits 
and limitations of each.  

 Use close reading strategies for better understanding, with 
teacher modeling and guidance. 

 Skim texts to glean specific information, with guidance 
from the teacher about how to best use text features.  

 Regularly support responses, both orally and in writing, 
with quoted or paraphrased evidence from the text.  

 Annotate and highlight text using examples and models as 
needed. 

 Identify an author’s message and explain how an author’s 
cultural background and perspective inform that message in 
specific ways, with guidance from the teacher as needed. 

 Examine how their own cultural background informs their 
world view and interpretation of a text. 

 Understand the qualities of a valid argument versus an 
invalid argument. 

AKSS 
RI.1-10 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  continued…  Make educated guesses about word meanings in context, 
with teacher guidance and instruction in word origins and 
structures.   

 Identify author’s strategic choices about diction, syntax, and 
figurative language. 

 

 

Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and engage with a variety of increasingly 
complex print and non-print literary texts. 

 Identify texts that appeal to them, and explain what the texts 
may add to their understanding and lives.  

 Read a wide variety of texts (i.e., different lengths, genres, 
methods of delivery, and purposes), and explain the merits 
and limitations of each.  

 Use close reading strategies for better understanding, with 
teacher modeling and guidance. 

 Skim texts to glean specific information, with guidance 
from the teacher about how to best use text features.  

 Regularly support responses, both orally and in writing, 
with quoted or paraphrased evidence from text.  

 Annotate and highlight text using examples and models as 
needed. 

AKSS 
RL.1-10 

L.4-6 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2 continued…  Identify an author’s message and explain how an author’s 
cultural background and perspective inform that message in 
specific ways, with guidance from the teacher as needed. 

 Examine how their own cultural background informs their 
world view and interpretation of a text. 

 Understand the qualities of a valid argument versus an 
invalid argument. 

 Make educated guesses about word meanings in context, 
with teacher guidance and instruction in word origins and 
structures.   

 Identify author’s strategic choices about diction, syntax, and 
figurative language. 

 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and 
use increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and 
language. 

 Write for a variety of audiences using a given claim.  
 Use organizational strategies to support a given claim with 

effective textual evidence and reasoning. 
 Incorporate and cite evidence correctly into organized 

writing, with teacher modeling and guidance. 
 Use figurative language to develop a specific voice and 

meaning. 
 

AKSS 
W.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 10 

L.1, 2, and 3 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.3 continued…  Engage in the process of revision to improve ideas and 
organization of structured writing.  

 With guidance, use available tools and strategies to produce 
a syntactically correct, error-free document with standard 
English conventions. 

 Adhere to a given and effective format for a writing task. 

 

 
Speaking and Listening 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak 
purposefully and effectively, strategically making 
increasingly complex decisions about content, language 
use, and discourse style. 

 Practice various discussion protocols in both teacher-led and 
student-led discussions. 

 Practice the components of formal presentation.  
 Ask questions to clarify an opposing viewpoint. 
 Identify the needs of the audience when developing a 

presentation. 
 Practice different modes of communication. 
 Differentiate between constructive and destructive feedback. 

AKSS 
SL.1, 4, 5, 6 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen 
critically and thoughtfully in a variety of settings and 
purposes. 

 Establish a purpose for listening. 
 Develop an understanding of the speaker’s tone and body 

language; support the speaker through engaged body 
language and appropriate verbal response. 

AKSS 
SL.2 and 3 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.5 continued…  Develop an awareness of equity in live conversations. 
 With teacher guidance, make a group decision using 

consensus-building strategies and compromise. 
 Differentiate between claims and counter-claims presented in 

discussions. 

 

 

Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through 
accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating an 
increasingly complex variety of media.  (The term 
“media” refers to all electronic or digital means and print 
or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

 Understand the societal responsibilities associated with 
using technology and being online. 

 Differentiate between fact and propaganda (e.g., ”fake 
news”). 

 Recognize the value of audio/visual/art as they connect to 
written pieces. 

 Be fully aware, prepared, and responsible online citizens.  
 Identify modes of persuasion in various media, with teacher 

guidance. 
 Recognize basic logical fallacies in arguments and 

advertisements, with teacher guidance.  
 Understand the qualities of a valid argument versus an 

invalid argument. 

AKSS 
RI.5, 6, and 7 

RL.7 
SL.3 and 5 

L.5 
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Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to 
investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 
synthesize information in an increasingly complex manner. 

  Know the steps of the research process.  
 Select and vet sources with the support of scaffolds, 

such as a curated database or a given claim.  
 Differentiate between primary and secondary sources. 
 Organize information and research material according 

to a standard schema (e.g. cause/effect, 
compare/contrast, sequential) in order to present it 
coherently. 

 Differentiate between, and know when to use, a 
summary, common knowledge, paraphrasing with 
citation, quotes, and cited another’s original ideas. 

 Understand what plagiarism is, the forms it takes 
(accidental as well as purposeful), the consequences of 
it, and how to avoid it. 

AKSS 
W.6 
SL.5 

 
Technology 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the 
tools of technology (including digital media and the Internet) to 
gather, interpret, and analyze information and create shareable 
products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Become familiar with a limited range of library and 

professional databases. 
 Use online word processing programs to write and to 

create projects. 

AKSS 
RI.5, 6, and 7 

RL.7 
SL.3 and 5 

L.5 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8 continued…  Use technology to demonstrate learning and present 
material with teacher guidance. 

 

 

Required Reading Activities 
English 9 ELL English 9 English 9 Honors 

First Semester 
 Selections from Homer’s The Odyssey  
 Alaska Native literature and myths 

(suggested readings: Roots of Ticasuk: 
An Eskimo Woman’s Family Story; Bird 
Girl; Last New Land) 

 Myths, legends, creation stories, and 
folklore 

 Supplemental short stories, poetry, and 
non-fiction 

 
Second Semester: 
 To Kill A Mockingbird or a book from 

list below. 
 Romeo and Juliet or a dramatic piece 

from list below 
 Supplemental poetry, short stories, and 

non-fiction 

First Semester 
 Selections from Homer’s The Odyssey  
 Alaska Native literature and myths 

(suggested readings: Roots of Ticasuk: 
An Eskimo Woman’s Family Story; Bird 
Girl; Last New Land) 

 Myths, legends, creation stories, and 
folklore 

 Supplemental short stories, poetry, and 
non-fiction 

 
Second Semester: 
 To Kill A Mockingbird or a book from 

list below, such as: 
 I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
 Go Tell it on the Mountain 
 Salvage the Bones  (YA) 
 Dear Martin 
 The Hate U Give 
 Freedom Writers Diary 

First Semester 
 Selections from Homer’s The Odyssey  
 Alaska Native literature and myths 

(suggested readings: Roots of Ticasuk: An 
Eskimo Woman’s Family Story; Bird 
Girl; Last New Land) 

 Myths, legends, creation stories, and 
folklore 

 Supplemental short stories, poetry, and 
non-fiction 

 
Second Semester: 
 To Kill A Mockingbird or a book from list 

below.  
 Romeo and Juliet or a dramatic piece 

from list below. 
 Supplemental poetry, short stories, and 

non-fiction 
 

Learners at the honors level read with greater 
speed, independence, and sophistication.  
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English 9 ELL English 9 English 9 Honors 
  Romeo and Juliet or a dramatic piece 

from list below, such as: 
 Fences 
 The Piano Lesson 

 Supplemental poetry, short stories, and 
non-fiction 

Therefore, learners in these classes are 
expected to not only do more. But do more 
independently. The teacher can choose to have 
learners read a larger number of texts than 
what is listed the above, read them more 
closely, read longer works, read more 
challenging books, and/or get to a deeper level 
of analysis than would be required in the 
regular level of English 9. 

 

Ninth Grade Choice List 
 The House on Mango Street (Cisneros) *  
 A Separate Peace (Knowles) 
 The Martian Chronicles (Bradbury) 
 I Heard the Owl Call My Name (Craven) 
 A Day No Pigs Would Die (Peck) 
 The Miracle Worker (play) (Gibson) 
 Touching Spirit Bear (Mikaelsen) 
 Speak (Anderson) 
 A Christmas Carol (Dickens) 
 Bird Girl (Wallis)  
 
*ELL Friendly 

 Having Our Say: The Delany Sisters’ First 100 Years (Delany) 
 Life Is So Good (Dawson & Glaubman) 
 Shadows on the Koyukuk: An Alaskan Native’s Life Along the 

River (Huntington & Reardon) 
 On the Edge of Nowhere (Huntington) 
 Thura’s Diary (Al-Windawi) * 
 A Single Shard (Park) * 
 House of the Scorpion (Farmer) 
 The Hate U Give  

 
 

For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
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Required Writing 
English 9 ELL English 9 English 9 Honors 

First Semester 
At least: 

 One fully revised essay. 
 Frequent writing experimenting with 

multiple genres, including poetry, 
letters, and fiction. 

 Frequent analytical practice through 
journals, informal responses, short 
fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 
generation on demand. 

 
Second Semester 
At least: 

 Research project with citation work. 
 Frequent writing experimenting with 

multiple genres, including poetry, 
letters, and fiction. 

 Frequent analytical practice through 
journals, informal responses, short 
fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 
generation on demand 

First Semester 
At least: 

 One analytical essay. 
 One expressive piece of writing. 
 One narrative essay. 
 Frequent writing experimenting with 

multiple genres, including poetry, 
letters, and fiction. 

 Frequent analytical practice through 
journals, informal responses, short 
fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 
generation on demand. 

 
At least one of the above essays should 

complete the comprehensive revision process. 
 
Second Semester 
At least: 

 Research project (2-3 pages with 3+ 
sources) with citation work. 

 Frequent writing experimenting with 
multiple genres including poetry, 
letters, and fiction. 

 Frequent analytical practice through 
journals, informal responses, short 
fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 
generation on demand. 

First Semester 
At least: 

 One analytical essay. 
 One expressive piece of writing. 
 One narrative essay. 
 Frequent writing experimenting with 

multiple genres, including poetry, 
letters, and fiction. 

 Frequent analytical practice through 
journals, informal responses, short 
fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 
generation on demand. 

 
At least one of the above essays should 

complete the comprehensive revision process. 
 
Second Semester 
At least: 

 Research project (2-3 pages with 3+ 
sources) with citation work. 

 Frequent writing experimenting with 
multiple genres including poetry, 
letters, and fiction. 

 Frequent analytical practice through 
journals, informal responses, short 
fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 
generation on demand. 

See note on next page. 
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English 9 ELL English 9 English 9 Honors 
  Learners at the honors level write with more 

facility, depth, and style. Therefore, learners in 
these classes are expected to not only do more, 
but do more independently. The teacher can 
choose to have students write a larger number 
of assignments than the above, revise them to a 
more expert level, and/or write longer papers 
than would be required in the regular level of 
English 9. 
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English 10 
Course Details: Grade(s):  10 Length:  Two semesters (required) Prerequisites:  None Writing Intensive 

O
ve

rv
ie

w
: 

English 10 
This course continues the journey towards mature literacy. Learners will explore literature and informational text, including both visual and oral, to 
further develop reading, writing, speaking, listening, research, technological, and media literacy skills. Learners will write for a variety of audiences, 
write a research paper, and utilize tools to create error-free writing. They will also participate in class discussions, oral presentations, and group projects. 
This yearlong course fulfills two semesters of the English 10 requirement. 
 
English 10 Honors 
This course is designed for advanced readers and writers capable of in‐depth analysis, and who have the interest and self-motivation to read and write 
independently. This class assumes more ability to read and write independently, more time in discussion rather than in supported reading, an increased 
reading pace, and a higher level of commitment and preparation in and out of class. The expectation of the level of discourse in this class is a heightened 
one.  Therefore, learners have an increased level of accountability to their class community in terms of keeping up with reading and other assignments.  
This course continues the journey towards mature literacy. Learners will explore literature and informational text, including both visual and oral, to 
further develop reading, writing, speaking, listening, research, technological, and media literacy skills. They will write for a variety of audiences, write a 
research paper, and utilize tools to create error-free writing. Learners will also participate in class discussions, oral presentations, and group projects. This 
yearlong course fulfills two semesters of the English 10 requirement. 
 
English 10 ELL  
This course for learners who are eligible for ELL support continues the journey towards mature literacy. Learners will explore literature and 
informational text to further develop reading, writing, speaking, listening, research, technological, and media literacy skills. They will write for a variety 
of audiences, write a research paper, and utilize tools to create error-free writing. Learners will also participate in class discussions, oral presentations, 
and group projects. This yearlong course fulfills two semesters of the English 10 requirement.  Teacher recommendation is required.  All classes 
taught exclusively to English Language Learners must be taught by a teacher with a Bilingual/Multicultural, ELL, or TESOL endorsement. 
 
Advanced Placement (AP) European History/Literature 
This yearlong, two-period course is designed for leaners capable of college level work, and combines the course work and skills of AP European History 
with the study of the primary literature relevant to a review of European history. They will master the basic skills of historical chronology and 
comprehension, and will develop historical analysis and interpretation skills, research capabilities, and issues-analysis and decision-making skills 
through extensive experience with document-based, free-response, and change-over-time essay writing.  Learners meet all the objectives of English 10 
Honors for writing and literature. In addition, they will be prepared for the AP European History exam. This course follows the advanced placement 
course description and uses appropriate materials as set forth by the College Board. The AP exam is strongly encouraged.   This course fulfills two 
semesters of the English 10 requirement and two semesters of the World History requirement. A summer reading list or assignment may be required 
prior to the course.  The course details are listed separately and not included in the English 10 section.  See the Table of Contents for the location of this 
course description. 
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Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 
Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
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 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 
 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 
Informational Texts 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print informational texts, including texts 
for science, social studies, and technical subjects. 

 Find and consume texts that appeal to them, and explain 
what the texts may add to their understanding and lives.  

 Interpret a wide variety of texts (i.e., different lengths, 
genres, methods of delivery, and purposes), and explain the 
merits and limitations of each.  

 Practice close reading strategies to increase insight and 
accuracy, with teacher guidance. 

 Increase accuracy and speed of skimming texts for specific 
information, with coaching from the teacher as needed. 

 Choose the best support for a claim from a range of textual 
evidence. 

 Annotate and highlight text with purpose, and explain how 
annotations help reading comprehension and engagement.  

AKSS 
RI.1-10 
L.4-6 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1 continued…  Increase accuracy in evaluating texts for purpose, 
credibility, bias, and perspective using textual evidence to 
support that evaluation, with guidance from the teacher as 
needed. 

 Identify how their own world views might be changing, and 
how that informs their interpretation of text. 

 Critique valid and invalid arguments using vocabulary 
specific to persuasion.Increase the accuracy of their guesses 
about word meanings in context with teacher guidance and 
instruction in word origins and structures.   

 Analyze how the interpretation of written passage is 
affected by an author’s choice of diction, syntax, or 
figurative language. 

 

 

Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and engage with a variety of increasingly 
complex print and non-print literary texts. 

 With increasing independence, use literature to develop 
cultural literacy and emotional intelligence by connecting 
their own culture and experience with others.  

 Read texts of various lengths, especially in a sustained, 
long-term manner to facilitate connections between 
literature and personal experience. 
 

AKSS 
RL.1-10 

L.4-6 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2 continued…  Differentiate between a variety of literary genres and 
purposes, and understand the author’s message and make 
connections to other texts. 

 Annotate and highlight text with purpose, and explain how 
annotations help reading comprehension and engagement. 

 Use knowledge of literary devices, as well as understand the 
importance of an author’s strategic choices of diction, 
syntax, and literary devices. 

 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and 
use increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and 
language. 

 Write for a variety of audiences to develop the relationship 
between organized writing and social engagement.  

 Use organizational strategies to support a self-generated 
claim with effective textual evidence and reasoning. 

 Incorporate and cite evidence correctly.  
 Employ strategic diction, syntax, and figurative language to 

develop a specific voice and meaning. 
 Engage in the process of revision to improve writing, and 

consider various stylistic choices and effects.  
 Increase skill and independence to use available tools and 

strategies in order to produce a syntactically correct, error-
free document with standard English conventions. 

AKSS 
W.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 

L.1, 2, 3 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.3 continued…  Choose and adhere to an effective format for a writing task.  

 

Speaking and Listening 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak 
purposefully and effectively, strategically making 
increasingly complex decisions about content, language 
use, and discourse style. 

 Contribute to class discussions while practicing established 
classroom norms. 

 Practice the components of formal presentation.  
 Be able to articulate opposing sides and others’ perceptions 

and ideas with fidelity.  
 Consider audience when developing a presentation, suiting 

the needs of the audience in various ways. 
 Choose a mode of communication for a specific purpose.  
 Practice peer-to-peer constructive criticism, compliments, 

feedback, and responses. 

AKSS 
SL.1, 4, 5, 6 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen 
critically and thoughtfully in a variety of settings and 
purposes. 

 Regard listening as an active component of conversations 
and discussions.  

 Utilize discourse markers, visuals, body language, tones, 
and pauses. 

 Participate in live conversations while monitoring equity of 
voice. 

 With teacher guidance as needed, make decisions in groups 
of different sizes, using consensus-building strategies and 
compromise.  

AKSS 
SL.2, 3 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.5 continued…  Organize claims and counter-claims presented in 
discussions. 

 

 

Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through 
accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating an 
increasingly complex variety of media.  (The term 
“media” refers to all electronic or digital means and print 
or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

 Behave in a responsible manner while using various 
technologies and social media.  

 Recognize propaganda (e.g., “fake news”) with a measure of 
independence.  

 Recognize and analyze the value of audio/visual/art as they 
connect to written pieces. 

 Be fully aware, prepared, and responsible online citizens.  
 Recognize modes of persuasion in various media. 
 Recognize logical fallacies in arguments and 

advertisements.  
 Critique valid and invalid arguments using vocabulary 

specific to persuasion. 

AKSS 
RL.7 

SL.3 and 5 
L.5 
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Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct 
research to investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize 
databases, and synthesize information in an increasingly 
complex manner. 

 Use the steps of the research process with the support of 
scaffolds, such as lists or graphic organizers. 

 Find and select appropriate databases, and vet sources for an 
autonomously generated claim.  

 Incorporate both primary and secondary sources into a single 
research project.  

 Organize information and research material independently in 
order to present it coherently. 

 Practice using common knowledge, summary, paraphrasing, 
quoting, and citing in paragraphs.  

 Recognize instances of plagiarism, as well as explain the 
consequences of it and the role of citation practices to avoid it. 

AKSS 
W.7, 8, and 9 

 
Technology 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology (including digital media and 
the Internet) to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create shareable products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 
 Make choices from a limited range about technology 

platforms, and use the appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  
program) to present material. 

 Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning 
and present material. 

AKSS 
W.6 
SL.5 
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Required Reading Activities 
English 10 ELL English 10 English 10 Honors 

First Semester 
 Selections from multicultural literature 

that expose learners to different 
perspectives (1-2 books or equivalent) 

 Supplemental short stories, poetry, and 
non-fiction 

 
Second Semester: 

 Night or thematically similar text 
 Supplemental nonfiction selections  
 Reading as required to support writing 

of a research paper 

First Semester 
 Selections from multicultural literature 

that expose learners to different 
perspectives (2-3 books or equivalent) 

 Supplemental short stories, poetry, and 
non-fiction 

 
Second Semester: 

 Night 
 Supplemental nonfiction selections  
 Reading as required to support writing 

of research paper 

First Semester 
 Selections from multicultural literature 

that expose learners to different 
perspectives (2-3 books or equivalent) 

 Supplemental short stories, poetry, and 
non-fiction 

A summer reading list may be required prior to 
the course. 
 
Second Semester: 

 Night 
 Supplemental nonfiction selections  
 Reading as required to support writing 

of research paper 
 
Learners at the honors level read with greater 
speed, independence, and sophistication. 
Therefore, learners in these classes are 
expected to not only do more, but do more 
independently. The teacher can choose to have 
learners read a larger number of texts than 
what is listed above, read them more closely, 
read longer works, read more challenging 
books, and/or  get to a deeper level of analysis 
than would be required in the regular level of 
English 10. 
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Tenth Grade Choice List 
Multicultural Fiction 
 Les Miserables 
 The Joy Luck Club 
 A Step From Heaven 
 All Quiet on the Western Front 
 A Lesson Before Dying 
 Bless Me, Ultima 
 Secret Life of Bees 
 Things Fall Apart 
 The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fist FIght 

in Heaven 
 Go Tell It On the Mountain 
 Black Boy (not on the pre-approved list) 
 Cry, The Beloved Country 
 Ishmael: An Adventure of the Mind and 

Spirit 
 Ceremony (maybe -- we haven’t read it 

ourselves) 
 Breadgivers  
 Sunrise Over Fallujah 
 Marcello in the Real World 

 
*ELL Friendly 

Multicultural Nonfiction 
 The Color of Water 
 Braiding Sweetgrass 
 Hiroshima 
 I am Malala 
 When Heaven and Earth Changed Places 
 Maus 
 Persepolis 
 Barrio Boy 

Classical 
 Oedipus Rex 
 Antigone 
 Much Ado About Nothing 
 Twelfth Night 
 Julius Caesar 
 The Tempest 
 The Taming of the Shrew 

 
Fiction 
 Fahrenheit 451 
 The Great Train Robbery 
 Johnny Got His Gun 
 Lord of the Flies 

 
Nonfiction 
 Winterdance 
 Into the Wild 
 The Broken Cord 
 Devil in the White City 
 In Cold Blood 
 Into Thin Air 

 
The learner may choose selections from the 
previous list. 

For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
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Required Writing 
English 10 ELL English 10 English 10 Honors 

First Semester 
At least: 
 One fully revised essay. 
 Frequent writing experimenting with 

multiple genres, including poetry, 
letters, and fiction. 

 Frequent analytical practice through 
journals, informal responses, short 
fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 
generation on demand. 

 
Second Semester 
At least: 
 Research paper with citation work. 
 One resume and cover/business letter. 

All of the above should complete the 
comprehensive revision process. 
 

 Frequent writing experimenting with 
multiple genres including poetry, letters, 
and fiction. 

 Frequent analytical practice through 
journals, informal responses, short 
fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 
generation on demand. 

First Semester 
At least: 
 One analytical essay. 
 One expressive piece of writing. 
 One narrative essay. 
 Frequent writing experimenting with 

multiple genres, including poetry, letters, 
and fiction. 

 Frequent analytical practice through 
journals, informal responses, short 
fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 
generation on demand. 

 
At least one of the above essays should 

complete the comprehensive revision process. 
 

Second Semester 
At least: 
 Research paper with 4-5 pages in 

addition to the annotated bibliography, 
including 5+ sources and citations. 

 One resume and cover/business letter. 
All of the above should complete the 

comprehensive revision process. 
 

See next page for additional items. 

First Semester 
At least: 
 One analytical essay. 
 One expressive piece of writing. 
 One narrative essay. 
 Frequent writing experimenting with 

multiple genres, including poetry, letters, 
and fiction. 

 Frequent analytical practice through 
journals, informal responses, short 
fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 
generation on demand. 

 
At least one of the above essays should 

complete the comprehensive revision process. 
 

Second Semester 
At least: 
 Research paper with 4-5 pages in 

addition to the annotated bibliography, 
including 5+ sources and citations. 

 One resume and cover/business letter. 
All of the above should complete the 

comprehensive revision process. 
 

See next page for additional items. 
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English 10 ELL English 10 English 10 Honors 
  Frequent writing experimenting with 

multiple genres including poetry, letters, 
and fiction. 

 Frequent analytical practice through 
journals, informal responses, short 
fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 
generation on demand. 

 Frequent writing experimenting with 
multiple genres including poetry, letters, 
and fiction. 

 Frequent analytical practice through 
journals, informal responses, short 
fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 
generation on demand. 

 
Learners at the honors level write with more 
facility, depth, and style. Therefore, learners in 
these classes are expected to not only do more, 
but do more independently. The teacher can 
choose to have students write a larger number 
of assignments than what is listed above, 
revise them to a more expert level, and/or write 
longer papers than would be required in the 
regular level of English 10. 
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Level Up English (9/10 Credit Recovery) 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 9-12 Level Up English is designed to be a personalized approach to credit recovery.  This class will satisfy either semester of English 9 or English 
10 for those learners who have previously failed one or more semesters.  Learners will work with the instructor to set goals to bridge gaps in 
competencies in order to become proficient. Length:  One-four 

semesters 
Prerequisites:  
None 
Writing Intensive 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 
Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
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 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 

Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print informational texts, including texts 
for science, social studies, and technical subjects. 

 Find and consume texts that appeal to them, and explain 
what the texts may add to their understanding and lives.  

 Interpret a wide variety of texts (i.e., different lengths, 
genres, methods of delivery, and purposes), and explain the 
merits and limitations of each.  

AKSS 
RI.1-10 
L.4-6 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1 continued…  Practice close reading strategies to increase insight and 
accuracy, with teacher guidance. 

 Increase accuracy and speed of skimming texts for specific 
information, with coaching from the teacher as needed. 

 Choose the best support for a claim from a range of textual 
evidence. 

 Annotate and highlight text with purpose, and explain how 
annotations help reading comprehension and engagement.  

 Increase accuracy in evaluating texts for purpose, 
credibility, bias, and perspective using textual evidence to 
support that evaluation, with guidance from the teacher as 
needed. 

 Identify how their own world views might be changing, and 
how that informs their interpretation of text. 

 Critique valid and invalid arguments using vocabulary 
specific to persuasion. 

 Increase the accuracy of their guesses about word meanings 
in context, with teacher guidance and instruction in word 
origins and structures.   

 Analyze how the interpretation of a written passage is 
affected by an author’s choice of diction, syntax, or 
figurative language. 
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Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and engage with a variety of increasingly 
complex print and non-print literary texts. 

 With increasing independence, use literature to develop 
cultural literacy and emotional intelligence by connecting 
their own culture and experience with others. 

 Read texts of various lengths, especially in a sustained, 
long-term manner to facilitate connections between 
literature and personal experience. 

 Differentiate between a variety of literary genres and 
purposes, understanding the author’s message and make 
connections to other texts. 

 Annotate and highlight text with purpose, and explain how 
annotations help reading comprehension and engagement. 

 Use knowledge of literary device,s as well as understand the 
importance of an author’s strategic choices of diction, 
syntax, and literary devices. 

AKSS 
RL.1-10 

L.4-6 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and 
use increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and 
language. 

 Write for a variety of audiences to develop the relationship 
between organized writing and social engagement.  

AKSS 
W.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 

L.1, 2, 3 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.3 continued…  Use organizational strategies to support a self-generated 
claim with effective textual evidence and reasoning. 

 Incorporate and cite evidence correctly.  
 Employ strategic diction, syntax, and figurative language to 

develop a specific voice and meaning. 
 Engage in the process of revision to improve writing, and 

consider various stylistic choices and effects.  
 Increase skill and independence to use available tools and 

strategies in order to produce a syntactically correct, error-
free document with standard English conventions. 

 Choose and adhere to an effective format for a writing task. 

 

 
Speaking and Listening 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak 
purposefully and effectively, strategically making 
increasingly complex decisions about content, language 
use, and discourse style. 

 Contribute to class discussions while practicing established 
classroom norms. 

 Practice the components of formal presentation.  
 Be able to articulate opposing sides and others’ perceptions 

and ideas with fidelity.  
 Consider audience when developing a presentation, suiting 

the needs of the audience in various ways. 
 Choose a mode of communication for a specific purpose.  

 

AKSS 
SL.1, 4, 5, 6 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4 continued…  Practice peer-to-peer constructive criticism, compliments, 
feedback, and responses. 

 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen 
critically and thoughtfully in a variety of settings and 
purposes. 

 Regard listening as an active component of conversations 
and discussions.  

 Utilize discourse markers, visuals, body language, tones, 
and pauses. 

 Participate in live conversations while monitoring equity of 
voice. 

 With teacher guidance as needed, make decisions in groups 
of different sizes using consensus-building strategies and 
compromise.  

 Organize claims and counter-claims. 

AKSS 
SL.2, 3 

 

Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through 
accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating an 
increasingly complex variety of media.  (The term 
“media” refers to all electronic or digital means and print 
or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

 Behave in a responsible manner while using various 
technologies and social media.  

 Recognize propaganda (e.g., “fake news”) with a measure of 
independence.  

 Recognize and analyze the value of audio/visual/art as they 
connect to written pieces. 

 Be fully aware, prepared, and responsible online citizens.  
 Recognize modes of persuasion in various media. 

AKSS 
RI.5, 6, 7 

RL.7 
SL.3, 5 

L.5 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6 continued…  Recognize logical fallacies in arguments and 
advertisements.  

 Critique valid and invalid arguments using vocabulary 
specific to persuasion. 

 

 

Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct 
research to investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize 
databases, and synthesize information in an increasingly 
complex manner. 

  Use the steps of the research process with the support of 
scaffolds, such as lists or graphic organizers. 

 Find and select appropriate databases, and vet sources for an 
autonomously generated claim.  

 Incorporate both primary and secondary sources into a single 
research project.  

 Organize information and research material independently in 
order to present it coherently. 

 Practice using common knowledge, summary, paraphrasing, 
quoting, and citing in paragraphs.  

 Recognize instances of plagiarism, as well as explain the 
consequences of it and the role of citation practices to avoid 
it. 

AKSS 
W.7, 8, 9 
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Technology 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology (including digital media and 
the Internet) to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create shareable products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 
 Make choices from a limited range about technology 

platforms, and use the appropriate tools (e.g., an app or 
program) to present material. 

 Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning 
and present material. 

AKSS 
W.6 
SL.5 

 

Required Reading Activities 
 

 One book-length text from the supplemental book list. 
 

 

Additional Reading Options 
For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 

 

 

Required Writing 
 

 Personalized based on learner-teacher generated plan. 
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Upper-Division Literature Courses 
Course Details: Grade(s):  11-12 Length:  One semester each Prerequisites:  English 10 

O
ve

rv
ie

w
: 

Upper level literature courses build critical thinking and literacy through a deepened analysis of literature, purposeful discussion, and engagement with 
texts.  These courses aim to provide a working knowledge of the characteristics of various literary genres, and to develop analytical and critical thinking 
skills through reading, discussion, and written assignments.  Learners will gain an awareness of the universal human concerns that are the basis for 
literary works, and will gain a greater appreciation of the ways in which language and literature empower us to shape our communities. 
 
11th and 12th Grade Requirements 
 The learner must complete two literature courses, one of which is an American Literature* course. 
 The learner must complete one writing intensive course. 
 The learner must complete one elective, which may be an additional literature or writing intensive course. 

 
Literature Courses Writing Intensive Courses Electives 

 African American Literature* 
 AP English Language and 

American Literature* 
 AP Language and Composition  
 AP Literature and Composition 
 Asian American Literature* 
 Contemporary Literature 
 Early American Literature* 
 Early British Literature  
 English 11 ELL* 
 English 12 ELL 
 Holocaust Literature  
 Latinx American Literature* 
 

*Indicates courses that fulfill the 
American Literature requirement. 

 LGBTQ+ Literature  
 Modern American Literature* 
 Modern British Literature  
 Native American Literature* 
 Shakespearean Literature 
 Survey of American Literature*  

(This course may not be 
combined with Early or Modern 
American Literature.)  

 Survey of British Literature  
(This course may not be 
combined with Early or Modern 
British Literature.)  

 Women’s Literature  
 World Literature 
 

 Academic Writing (UAF - 
Writing 111X) 

 AP Language and Composition  
 AP English Language and 

American Literature* 
 College Preparatory Composition  
 Composition and Media Analysis  
 Creative Nonfiction  
 Creative Writing I & II  
 Journalism I, II, III, & IV 
 Professional Writing  
 Research and Inquiry  
 Writing in Content Areas for ELL  

 Academic English ELL 
 Media Literacy  
 Newcomer English I & II 
 Philosophy and Language  
 Speech and Debate  
 Sports Studies  
 Technical Drama  
 Theatre Performance I & II 
 Vocabulary and Development 
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Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 

Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 
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Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 

Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print informational texts, including texts 
for science, social studies, and technical subjects. 

 Know the personal, professional, and practical reasons to be 
a lifelong reader in the 21st-century American and global 
society.  

 Read independently for in-depth understanding.   
 Skim independently for important/specific information 

using text features, etc.  
 Evaluate a variety of textual evidence in order to create a 

nuanced and fluid support for a claim. 
 Independently evaluate a text for purpose, credibility, bias, 

and perspective using textual evidence to support that 
evaluation.  

 Identify and analyze how an author’s strategic choices of 
diction, syntax, and figurative language affect the specific 
tone and meaning of a text.   

AKSS 
RI.1-10 
L.4-6 
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Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and engage with a variety of increasingly 
complex print and non-print literary texts. 

 Know the personal, professional, and practical reasons to be a 
lifelong reader in the 21st-century American and global 
society.   

 Read texts of various lengths, especially in a sustained, long-
term manner, in order to prepare for college and career 
pathways and to facilitate personal growth.  

 Explain how the various perspectives and voices within our 
nations’ stories inform how we define our communities, 
ourselves, and others.  

 Independently determine the manner and quantity of 
annotations necessary to fully engage in a given text.  

 Identify and explain how an author’s strategic choices of 
diction, syntax, and literary devices affect the specific tone and 
meaning of a text.  

 Understand how modern works of fiction draw on ancient 
myths, traditional stories, or religious works, and describe how 
the material is reinterpreted. 

AKSS 
RL.1-10 

L.4-6 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and 
use increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and 
language. 

 Develop sustained, purposeful multi-paragraph writing that 
addresses an audience beyond the classroom.  
 

AKSS 
W.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 

L.1, 2, 3 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.3 continued…  Write effective arguments to support a claim using specific 
evidence and reasoning.  

 Employ strategic diction, syntax, and figurative language to 
establish a specific voice and meaning.   

 Engage in the process of revision to improve writing, and 
consider various stylistic choices and refine voice.  

 Use available tools and strategies independently to produce 
a syntactically correct, error-free, professional-quality 
document with standard English conventions.  

 Choose and adhere to an established and effective format 
specific to the purpose of the writing task. 

 

 
Speaking and Listening 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak 
purposefully and effectively, strategically making 
increasingly complex decisions about content, language 
use, and discourse style. 

 Produce coherent oral discourse appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience.  

 Negotiate different cultural perspectives with sensitivity.  
 Adjust presentation style, degree of formality, word choice, 

tone, and information to the context and audience.  
 Synthesize and share information from a variety of sources 

and perspectives.  

AKSS 
SL.1, 4, 5, 6 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4 continued…  Respond appropriately to others’ constructive criticism, 
compliments, and feedback to improve future 
communication. 

 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen 
critically and thoughtfully in a variety of settings and 
purposes. 

 Listen to understand, as well as to respond and build 
understanding collaboratively rather than competitively.  

 Understand cultural nuances in conversational styles and 
behavior (e.g., eye contact norms and body language).  

 Participate in live conversations while monitoring and 
enhancing equity of voice.  

 Independently make decisions in groups of all sizes using 
consensus-building strategies and compromise.   

 Evaluate the validity of claims and counter-claims presented 
in discussions. 

AKSS 
SL.2, 3 

 

Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through 
accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating an 
increasingly complex variety of media.  (The term 
“media” refers to all electronic or digital means and print 
or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

 Recognize, analyze, and understand the value of 
audio/visual/art as they connect to written pieces. 

AKSS 
RI.5, 6, 7 

RL.7 
SL.3, 5 

L.5 
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Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct 
research to investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize 
databases, and synthesize information in an increasingly 
complex manner. 

 Accumulate and vet sources online, in print, and in person.  
 Coordinate and subordinate information and research 

material in order to synthesize it and present it coherently. 
 Smoothly integrate common knowledge, summary, quoted 

material, and paraphrases.  
 Cite material accurately according to a given professional 

manual of style (e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago) in order to 
avoid plagiarism. 

AKSS 
W.7, 8, 9 

 
Technology 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology (including digital media and 
the Internet) to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create shareable products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines.  
 Use library and professional databases autonomously.  
 Make choices about technology platforms and use the 

appropriate tools (e.g., an app or program) to present 
material.  

 Seek out and adapt to new developments and tools in order 
to select the best technology for the task. 

AKSS 
W.6 
SL.5 
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Course Descriptions & Required Reading Choice List 
Advanced Placement (AP) English 
Language and American Literature 

Advanced Placement (AP) Language 
and Composition 

AP English Language and American 
Literature 

AP English Language and American Literature:  
This course is listed separately, and not included in 
the upper-division section.  See the Table of 
Contents for the location of this course description. 
 
This course fulfills the American Literature 
requirement. 

AP Language and Composition:  This course is 
listed separately, and not included in the upper-
division section.  See the Table of Contents for the 
location of this course description. 

AP English Language and American Literature:  
This course is listed separately, and not included in 
the upper-division section.  See the Table of 
Contents for the location of this course description. 

 

African American Literature 
African American Literature:  This course is a 
thematic approach to the study of African American 
literature. Learners respond to the literature orally, 
in writing, and in classroom presentations. They will 
gain an understanding of the African American 
culture and its relationships and contributions to the 
mosaic of cultures that make up our world. Learners 
will learn appreciation for, and tolerance of, their 
own and others’ cultures. Formal literary analysis is 
required, as well as a variety of other writing 
experiences. 
 
This course fulfills the American Literature 
requirement. 
 
 Selections from essays, short stories, poetry, 

and nonfiction from well-known and 
important African American writers whose 
works are appropriate for high school students. 

 

Poetry:  
 Maya Angelou 
 Ernest Gaines 
 Countee Cullen 
 Langston Hughes 
 Frederick Douglass 
 Toni Morrison 
 Rita Dove 
 Richard A. Wright 
 Paul Laurence Dunbar 
 August Wilson 
 James Weldon Johnson 
 Audre Lorde 
 Elizabeth Alexander 
 Nikki Giovanni 

Nonfiction: 
 Frederick Douglass 
 Olauda Equiano 
 Booker T. Washington 
 Angela Davis 
 Malcolm X 
 Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 bell hooks 
 Barack Obama 
 Michelle Obama 
 March  (John Lewis) 
 Ta-Nehisi Coates 
 Chimamanda Adichie 
 Lorraine Hansberry 

 
Drama: 
 August Wilson 

Fiction:  
 Ralph Ellison 
 Ernest Gaines? 
 Toni Morrison 
 Richard Wright 
 Zora Neale Hurston  
 Octavia Butler 
 Alice Walker 
 Toni Cade Bambara 
 James Baldwin 
 Chimamanda Adichie 
 

YA Fiction: 
 The Hate U Give 
 Dear Martin 
 Monster 
 Brown Girl Dreaming 
 Akata Witch 
 Salvage the Bones 
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Asian American Literature Contemporary Literature Early American Literature 
Asian American Literature:  This integrated course 
combines a survey of Asian American authors with 
composition. Asian American prose, poetry, and 
drama are used as vehicles for examining Asian 
American culture and improving writing skills. 
Formal literary analysis is required, as well as a 
variety of other writing experiences. 
 
This course fulfills the American Literature 
requirement. 

Contemporary Literature:  This course is designed 
for learners who enjoy reading for pleasure, and 
discussing current novels with other readers. The 
class is structured around current popular novels of 
merit. Learners will be required to read at least six 
novels from a variety of genres. The teacher will 
assign at least one common novel. Formal literary 
analysis is required, as well as a variety of other 
writing experiences. 
 
Suggested reading: 
 Student choice 

Early American Literature: This integrated course 
combines a survey of early American and other 
related authors with composition. American prose, 
poetry, and drama are used as vehicles for 
examining American culture and improving writing 
skills. Formal literary analysis is required, as well 
as a variety of other writing experiences. 
 
This course fulfills the American Literature 
requirement. 
 
 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Twain)   
 The Crucible (Miller)   
 Selected essays, supplemental short stories, 

poetry, non‐ fiction, and selections from 
textbook  

 The Scarlet Letter (Hawthorne)   
 The Narrative of the Life of Frederick 

Douglass (Douglass)   
 The Awakening (Chopin)   
 My Antonia (Cather)   
 The Red Badge of Courage (Crane)   
 Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Jacobs) 
 Selections from other lists for American 

Literature up through 1900 (can be the 
setting, not the publication date) 

 

 Selections from Amy 
Tan, including Joy Luck 
Club 

 Jhumpa Lahiri 
 Maxine Hong Kingston 
  Khaled Hosseini 
 Chang-Rae Lee 
 Gish Jen 
 Aimee Nezhukumatathil 
 Naomi Shahib Nye 
 Bharati Mukherjee 
 Thrity Umrigar 
 American Born Chinese 

(Gene Luen Yang) 
 Does My Head Look Big 

in This (Randa Abdel-
Fatta) 

 Everything I Never Told 
You (Celeste Ng)  

 The Sympathizer (Viet 
Thanh Nguyen) 

 To All the Boys I’ve 
Loved Before (Jenny 
Han) 

 Pachinko (Min Jin Lee) 
 The Best We Could Do 

(Thi Bui) 
 The Leavers (Lisa Ko) 
 Reading Lolita in Tehran 

(Azar Nafisi) 
 When Heaven and Earth 

Changed Places (Le Ly 
Hayslip) 

 When the Emperor Was 
Divine (Julie Otsuka) 

 The Legend of the Fire 
Horse Woman (Jeanne 
Wakatsuki Houston) 

 Internment (Samira 
Ahmed) 

 Persepolis (Marjane 
Satrapi) 

 I Am Nujood, Age 10 and 
Divorced (Nujood Ali) 
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Early British Literature English 11 ELL English 12 ELL 
Early British Literature:  This integrated course 
combines a survey of early British and other 
related authors with composition. British prose, 
poetry, and drama are used as vehicles for 
examining culture and improving writing skills. 
Formal literary analysis is required, as well as a 
variety of other writing experiences. 
 
 Beowulf   
 Selections from Canterbury Tales (Chaucer)   
 Arthurian legends   
 Hamlet (Shakespeare) 
 King Lear (Shakespeare)   
 Theological selections  
 Frankenstein (Shelley)   
 Silas Marner (Eliot)   
 Grendel (Gardner)   
 The Once and Future King (White)   
 Emma (Austen) 
 Mansfield Park (Austen) 
 Pride and Prejudice (Austen) 
 Sense and Sensibility (Austen)  
 Robinson Crusoe (Defoe)  
 Poetry Selections 

English 11 ELL:  This course is a thematic 
approach to the study of multicultural American 
literature. Learners respond to the literature orally, 
in writing, and in classroom presentations. They 
will gain an understanding of the diverse American 
culture, and its relationships and contributions to 
the mosaic of cultures that make up our world. 
Learners will learn appreciation for, and tolerance 
of, their own and others’ cultures. 
 
This course fulfills the American Literature 
requirement. 
 
 Selections from essays, short stories, poetry, 

and nonfiction from well-known and 
important African American writers whose 
works are appropriate for high school 
students. 

 Suggested American authors:  Chimamanda 
Adichie, Sherman Alexie, Nujood Ali, Maya 
Angelou, Langston Hughes,  Hansberry, 
Hawthorne, Hemingway, Hosseini, Hurston, 
Ivanoff, Gish Jen, Maxine Hong Kingston, 
Jhumpa Lahiri, Chang-Rae Lee, Malcom X, 
Miller, MLK, Toni Morrison, Aimee 
Nezhukumatathil,  Silko, Steinbeck, Amy 
Tan, Twain, and/or Wallis. 

English 12 ELL:  This integrated course combines a 
survey of international authors with composition. 
Prose, poetry, and drama are used as vehicles for 
examining culture and important authors outside of 
our national and cultural boundaries, as well as 
improving writing skills. Literary analysis is 
required, as well as a variety of other writing 
experiences. 
 
 Selections from important writers whose 

works are appropriate for high school students 
in 11th and 12th grades:   

 Shakespearean excerpts 
 Hansberry excerpts 
 Chekhov excerpts  
 Things Fall Apart (Achebe) 
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Holocaust Literature Latinx American Literature 
Holocaust Literature:  This course is a thematic approach that challenges learners to pull lessons that 
connect our contemporary era to the history of the Holocaust, teaching awareness and tolerance for other 
cultures internationally, as well as within our own communities. The course continues to build on historic 
and literary foundations through activities that involve critical thinking and analysis. Learners focus on 
individual stories and historic content that connect a variety of experiences, allowing learners to ‘own’ 
their study of the Holocaust. In giving historical content to literature, it provides clarity and builds better 
foundations for reference points, thus making a meaningful connection for all learners.  Formal literary 
analysis is required, as well as a variety of other writing experiences. 
 
 Selections from important writers whose works are appropriate for high school students in 11th and 

12th grades. 

Latinx American Literature:  This integrated 
course combines a survey of Latinx American 
authors with composition. Latinx American prose, 
poetry, and drama are used as vehicles for 
examining Latinx American culture and improving 
writing skills. Formal literary analysis is required, 
as well as a variety of other writing experiences. 
 
This course fulfills the American Literature 
requirement. 
 
 Selections from Sandra Cisneros, Natalie 

Diaz, Esmerelda Santiago, Rolando Hinojosa, 
Richard Rodriguez, Luis Alberto Urrea, 
Martin Espada, Judith Ortiz Cofer, Juan Felipe 
Herrera, Pat Mora, and/or Gary Soto 

 Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao (Junot 
Diaz) 

 In the Time of the Butterflies (Julia Alvarez) 
 Bless Me, Ultima (Rudolfo Anaya) 
 The Poet X (Elizabeth Acevedo) 
 I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter 

(Erika L. Sanchez) 
 Woven in Moonlight (Isabel Ibañez) 
 Bird of Paradise (Raquel Cepeda) 
 The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love (Oscar 

Hijuelos) 
 A Puerto Rican in New York and Other 

Sketches (Jesús Colón) 
 The People of Paper (Salvador Plascencia) 
 We The Animals (Justin Torres) 
 Butterfly Boy (Rigoberto Gonzalez) 

Fiction: 
 All But My Life 
 Alicia, My Story 
 I Am a Star: Child of the Holocaust 
 Upon the Head of a Goat: A Childhood in 

Hungary 
 Hide and Seek 
 The Man from the Other Side 
 War Without Friends 
 The Wave 
 What the Night Sings 

Mapping the Bones 

Nonfiction: 
 Maus 
 Diary of David Sierakowiak 
 Diary of Anne Frank 
 Survival In Auschwitz 
 Young Moshe’s Diary 
 Notes from the Warsaw Ghetto 
 I Never Saw Another Butterfly 
 On Both Sides of the Wall 
 Righteous Gentile 
 Assignment: Rescue 
 The Third Reich: Politics and Propaganda 
 When Six Million Died 
 

Drama: 
 Dachau 
 Adam’s Daughter 
 Playing for Time 
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LGBTQ+ Literature Modern American Literature 
LGBTQ+ Literature:  This integrated course combines a survey of LGBTQ+ authors with composition. 
LGBTQ+ prose, poetry, and drama are used as vehicles for examining culture and improving writing 
skills. Formal literary analysis is required, as well as a variety of other writing experiences. 
 

Modern American Literature: This integrated 
course combines a survey of both early and modern 
American authors with composition. American 
prose, poetry, and drama are used as vehicles for 
examining American culture and improving writing 
skills. Formal literary analysis is required, as well 
as a variety of other writing experiences. 
 
This course fulfills the American Literature 
requirement. 
 
 Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck)  
 The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald)   
 The Best American Short Stories of the 

Century (Updike & Kenison) or selected 
essays, supplemental short stories, poetry, 
non‐fiction, and selections from textbook 

 The Grapes of Wrath (Steinbeck)   
 Their Eyes Were Watching God (Hurston)   
 The Catcher in the Rye (Salinger)   
 A Farewell to Arms (Hemingway)   
 The Old Man and the Sea (Hemingway)  
 A Streetcar Named Desire (Williams)   
 The Glass Menagerie (Williams)   
 A Raisin in the Sun (Hansberry)   
 Our Town (Wilder)   
 Death of a Salesman (Miller)   
 All My Sons (Miller) 
 Selections from other lists for American 

Literature from 1900 to the present day 

 Jennifer Finney Boyland 
 Audre Lorde 
 Adrienne Rich 
 David Sedaris 
 Walt Whitman 
 Allison Bechdel 
 Edna St. Vincent Millay 
 Sappho 
 “LGBTQ Poetry” at Poets.org  
 The Color Purple (Alice Walker) 
 Giovanni’s Room (James Baldwin) 
 Orlando (Virginia Woolf) 
 Maurice (E.M. Forster) 
 Tipping the Velvet (Sarah Waters) 
 The Hours (Michael Cunningham) 
 Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit (Jeanette 

Winterson) 
 Under the Udala Trees (Chinelo Okparanta) 
 The Great Believers (Rebecca Makkai) 
 Middlesex (Jeffrey Eugenides) 
 A Little Life (Hanya Yanagihara) 
 The Miseducation of Cameron Post (Emily M. 

Danforth) 
 Song of Achilles (Madeline Miller) 
 Billy Budd (Herman Melville) 
 De Profundis or Picture of Dorian Grey 

(Oscar Wilde) 

 The City and the Pillar (Gore Vidal) 
 Stone Butch Blues (Leslie Feinberg) 
 Tales of the City (Armistead Maupin) 
 Boy Erased (Garrard Conley) 
 I’ll Give You the Sun (Jandy Nelson) 
 Trap Door (Ed. Reina Gossett, Eric Stanley, 

Johanna Burton) 
 Confessions of the Fox (Jordy Rosenberg) 
 On Earth Were Briefly Gorgeous (Ocean 

Vuong) 
 The Bold World (Jodie Patterson) 
 The Danish Girl (David Ebershoff) 
 Parrotfish (Ellen Wittlinger) 
 Immoral Code (Lillian Clark) 
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Modern British Literature Native American Literature 
Modern British Literature:  This integrated course 
combines a survey of early and modern British and 
world authors with composition. Prose, poetry, and 
drama are used as vehicles for examining culture 
and improving writing skills. Formal literary 
analysis is required, as well as a variety of other 
writing experiences. 
 
 Macbeth (Shakespeare) 
 Othello (Shakespeare) 
 King Lear (Shakespeare) 
 Pygmalion (Shaw)   
 The Importance of Being Earnest (Wilde)   
 A Doll’s House (Ibsen)   
 Hedda Gabler (Ibsen)   
 Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead 

(Stoppard)  
 Brave New World (Huxley)   
 Things Fall Apart (Achebe)   
 1984 (Orwell)   
 Heart of Darkness (Conrad)   
 Wuthering Heights (Bronte)   
 Jane Eyre (Bronte)   
 Ulysses (Joyce)   
 A Room of One’s Own (Woolf)   
 The Three Musketeers (Dumas) 
 The Count of Monte Cristo (Dumas)   
 Mrs. Dalloway (Woolf)   
 Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (Carroll)   
 The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy (Adams) 
 The Restaurant at the End of the Universe 

(Adams)  
 Poetry Selections 

Native American Literature:  This course is a thematic approach to the study of Native American 
literature. Learners respond to the literature orally, in writing, and in classroom presentations. They will 
gain an understanding of the Native American culture and its role in, and contribution to, the mosaic of 
all cultures that make up our world. Learners will learn appreciation for, and tolerance of, their own and 
others’ cultures. Formal literary analysis is required, as well as a variety of other writing experiences. 
 
This course fulfills the American Literature requirement. 
 
 This list does not preclude other well‐known and 

important Native American authors. Teachers 
may use books from the Suggested 
Supplemental Literature List if the book is not 
currently being taught at their school.   

 Native American Literature: An Anthology (ed. 
Lawana Trout)   

 Reinventing the Enemy’s Language: 
Contemporary Native Women’s Writings of 
North America (ed. Joy Harjo & Gloria Bird)   

 Spiderwoman’s Granddaughters: Traditional 
Tales and Contemporary Writing by Native 
American Women (ed. Paula Gunn Allen)   

 Growing up Native American: An Anthology 
(ed. Patricia Riley)   

 Earth Song, Sky Spirit (ed. Clifford E. Trafzer)  
 She Had Some Horses (Harjo)   
 In Mad Love and War (Harjo)  
 The Woman Who Fell from the Sky: Poems 

(Harjo)   
 In the Presence of the Sun: Stories and Poems 

(Momaday)   
 Storyteller (Silko)   
 

 Ceremony (Silko)   
 Mountain Windsong: A Novel of the Trail of 

Tears (Conley)   
 The Way to Rainy Mountain (Momaday)   
 My Own Trail (Luke)   
 Raising Ourselves (Wallis)   
 The Lone Ranger and Tonto  
 Fistfight in Heaven (Alexie) 
 The Longest Story Ever Told (Ivanoff) 
 The Round House (Erdrich) 
 Yellow Raft on Blue Water (Dorris) 
 There There (Orange) 
 An Indigenous History of the United States 

(Dunbar)  
 Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee (Brown) 
 Empire of the Summer Moon 
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Shakespearean Literature Survey of American Literature 
Shakespearean Literature: This course requires an 
in‐depth study of Shakespeare’s comedies, 
tragedies, and histories using both written texts and 
video.  This integrated course combines a survey of 
Shakespearean works and related works with 
composition. Prose, poetry, and drama are used as 
vehicles for examining culture and improving 
writing skills. Formal literary analysis is required, 
as well as a variety of other writing experiences. 
 
 Shakespearean plays that are not already being 

taught by the other English teachers in the 
building, including one comedy, and other 
pieces of literature as appropriate. 

Survey of American Literature: This integrated course combines a survey of both early and modern 
American authors with composition. American prose, poetry, and drama are used as vehicles for 
examining American culture and improving writing skills. Formal literary analysis is required, as well as 
a variety of other writing experiences. This course may not be taken if the student is taking or will be 
taking Early or Modern American Literature. 
 
This course fulfills the American Literature requirement. 
 
 The Best American Short Stories of the 

Century (Updike & Kenison) or selected 
essays, supplemental short stories, poetry, 
non‐fiction and selections from textbook 

 The Scarlet Letter (Hawthorne)   
 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Twain)   
 The Narrative of the Life of Frederick 

Douglass (Douglass)   
 The Awakening (Chopin)   
 Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Jacobs)   
 Their Eyes Were Watching God (Hurston)   
 The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald)   
 My Antonia (Cather)   
 

 Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck)   
 The Grapes of Wrath (Steinbeck)   
 The Old Man and the Sea (Hemingway)  
  A Streetcar Named Desire (Williams)   
 The Glass Menagerie (Williams)   
 A Raisin in the Sun (Hansberry)   
 Our Town (Wilder)   
 Death of a Salesman (Miller)   
 The Crucible (Miller)   
 All My Sons (Miller) 
 Selections from other lists for American 

Literature 
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Survey of British Literature Women’s Literature World Literature 
Survey of British Literature:  This integrated 
course combines a survey of British authors with 
composition. British prose, poetry, and drama are 
used as vehicles for examining culture and 
improving writing skills. Formal literary analysis is 
required, as well as a variety of other writing 
experiences.  This course may not be taken if the 
learner is also taking, or will be taking, Early 
British Literature or Modern British Literature. 
 
 Beowulf   
 Selections from Canterbury Tales (Chaucer)   
 Arthurian legends  
 Hamlet  (Shakespeare) 
 Macbeth (Shakespeare) 
 Othello (Shakespeare) 
 King Lear (Shakespeare) 
 Pygmalion (Shaw)   
 The Importance of Being Earnest (Wilde)   
 Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead 

(Stoppard)   
 Brave New World (Huxley)   
 Heart of Darkness (Conrad)   
 1984 (Orwell)   
 Wuthering Heights (E. Bronte)   
 Jane Eyre (C. Bronte)   
 Frankenstein (Shelley)  
 Poetry Selections 

Women’s Literature:  This integrated course 
combines a survey of women authors with 
composition. Woman-authored prose, poetry, and 
drama are used as vehicles for examining culture 
and improving writing skills. Formal literary 
analysis is required, as well as a variety of other 
writing experiences. 
 

World Literature:  This integrated course 
combines a survey of international authors with 
composition. Prose, poetry, and drama are used as 
vehicles for examining culture and important 
authors outside of our national and cultural 
boundaries, as well as improving writing skills. 
Formal literary analysis is required, as well as a 
variety of other writing experiences. 
 
 One Shakespearean play that is not already 

being taught by the other English teachers in 
the building. 

 Les Blancs (Hansberry)   
 The Cherry Orchard (Chekhov)   
 One other piece from any other list that is not 

already being taught by other English teachers 
in the building. 

 Things Fall Apart (Achebe) 

 Virginia Woolf 
 Ursula K. Le Guin 
 Jane Austen 
 Charlotte and 

Emily Brontë 
 Margaret Atwood 
 Gertrude Stein 
 Alice Munro 
 Joyce Carol Oates 
 Annie Proulx 
 Octavia Butler 
 Alice Walker 
 Amy Tan 
 Chimamanda 

Adichie 
 Doris Lessing 
 Angela Carder 
 Joan Didion 
 Isabelle Allende 
 Jhumpa Lahiri 
 Nadine Gordimer 
 Barbara Kingsolver 

 Silvia Plath 
 Zora Neale 

Hurston 
 Flannery O’Connor 
 Julia Alvarez 
 Edwidge Danticat 
 Angela Davis 
 Arundhati Roy 
 Valeria Luiselli 
 Various Suffrage 

Movement 
Excerpts 

 Ijeoma Oluo 
 Adrienne Rich 
 Sojourner Truth 
 Charlotte Perkins 

Gilman 
 Kate Chopin 
 Gloria Steinem 
 Maya Angelou 
 Alison Bechdel 
 Marge Piercy 
 Sappho 
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Required Reading for Any Literature Course 
 Read at least 2-4 book-length reading selections from the accompanying course list above (novel, drama, biography, autobiography, etc.); one choice must 

be a play. 
 Read at least 3-5 shorter written pieces from the accompanying course list above (articles, essays, speeches, short stories, poetry, etc.). 
 Incorporate other media resources that connect to the piece of literature being read (television, film, podcast, webpage, etc.). 

 

Additional Reading Options 
For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 

 

 
Required Writing for Any Literature Course 

 One analysis essay. 
 One essay with research. (Option:  4-5 pages with 5+ sources and citation work; if this is not chosen, then a project with the equivalent research work 

represented is required.) 
 One additional essay as appropriate for course. 
 Frequent writing experimenting with multiple genres, including poetry, letters, and fiction. 
 Frequent analytical practice through journals, informal responses, short fiction, and poetry exercises, as well as claim generation on demand. 

 

Required Activities for Any Literature Course 
 At least one formal presentation using technology. 
 Participate in class and group discussions. 
 Vocabulary development. 

 

Honors Requirements for Any Literature Course 
Additional Requirements for Honors:  
 Honors courses are designed for advanced readers and writers capable of in‐depth analysis, and who have the interest and self-motivation to read and write 

independently. This class assumes not only the ability to read and write independently, but also the ability to spend more time in discussion rather than in 
supported reading (there will be an increased reading pace), as well as a higher level of commitment and preparation in and out of class. The expectation of 
the level of discourse in this class is a heightened one. Learners, therefore, have an increased level of accountability to their class community in terms of 
keeping up with reading and other assignments. 
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Upper-Division Writing-Intensive Courses 
Course Details: Grade(s):  See course descriptions 

below. Length:  One semester each Prerequisites:  See course 
descriptions below. Writing Intensive 

O
ve

rv
ie

w
: 

Upper level writing intensive courses build effective communication through a rigorous process of drafting, organizing, and revising a variety of rhetorical 
modes, including cause/effect, problem/solution, narrative, compare/contrast, process, and definition.  Learners will use model texts to further their 
understanding of the ways in which the audience determines the mode and the final product.   
 
Writing intensive courses fulfill a graduation requirement.  All of the competencies listed within this section, and everything listed in required writing section, 
are a part of every writing intensive course. Individual classes may require additional assignments. Creative Writing I & II, and Journalism I, II, III, and IV may 
use equivalent written assignments as appropriate for course. 
 
11th and 12th Grade Requirements 
 The learner must complete two literature courses, one of which is an American Literature* course. 
 The learner must complete one writing intensive course. 
 The learner must complete one elective, which may be an additional literature or writing intensive course. 

Literature Courses Writing Intensive Courses Electives 
 African American Literature* 
 AP English Language and 

American Literature* 
 AP Language and Composition  
 AP Literature and Composition 
 Asian American Literature* 
 Contemporary Literature 
 Early American Literature* 
 Early British Literature  
 English 11 ELL* 
 English 12 ELL 
 Holocaust Literature  

 
*Indicates courses that fulfill the 
American Literature requirement. 

 Latinx American Literature* 
 LGBTQ+ Literature  
 Modern American Literature* 
 Modern British Literature  
 Native American Literature* 
 Shakespearean Literature 
 Survey of American Literature*  

(This course may not be 
combined with Early or Modern 
American Literature.)  

 Survey of British Literature  
(This course may not be 
combined with Early or Modern 
British Literature.)  

 Women’s Literature  
 World Literature 

 Academic Writing (UAF - 
Writing 111X) 

 AP Language and Composition  
 AP English Language and 

American Literature* 
 College Preparatory Composition  
 Composition and Media Analysis  
 Creative Nonfiction  
 Creative Writing I & II  
 Journalism I, II, III, & IV 
 Professional Writing  
 Research and Inquiry  
 Writing in Content Areas for ELL  

 Academic English ELL 
 Media Literacy  
 Newcomer English I & II 
 Philosophy and Language  
 Speech and Debate  
 Sports Studies  
 Technical Drama  
 Theatre Performance I & II 
 Vocabulary and Development 
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Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 

Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 
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Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 

Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex print 
and non-print informational texts, including texts for science, 
social studies, and technical subjects. 

 Know the personal, professional, and practical reasons 
to be a lifelong reader in the 21st-century American 
and global society.  

 Read texts of various lengths, especially in a sustained, 
long-term manner, to prepare for college and career 
pathways and to facilitate personal growth.   

 Read independently for in-depth understanding.   
 Skim independently for important/specific information 

using text features, etc.  
 Evaluate a variety of textual evidence in order to 

create a nuanced and fluid support for a claim.  
 Independently determine the manner and quantity of 

annotations necessary to fully engage in a given text. 
 Independently evaluate a text for purpose, credibility, 

bias, and perspective using textual evidence to support 
that evaluation.  

AKSS 
RI.1-10 
L.4-6 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1 continued…  Explain how their own cultural background informs 
their world view and interpretation of a text.  

 Identify and critique main modes of persuasion (i.e., 
ethos, logos, pathos) as a consumer of media.  

 Increase vocabulary by determining word meaning 
through context clues, knowledge of word origins, and 
structures. 

 Identify and analyze how an author’s strategic choices 
of diction, syntax, and figurative language affect the 
specific tone and meaning of a text. 

 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and use 
increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and language. 

 Use writing to solve problems and/or create 
opportunities in the world outside of the classroom. 

 Develop sustained, purposeful multi-paragraph writing 
that addresses an audience beyond the classroom. 

 Write effective arguments to support a claim using 
specific evidence and reasoning.  

 Employ strategic diction, syntax, and figurative 
language to establish a specific voice and meaning.  

 Engage in the process of revision to improve writing, 
and consider various stylistic choices and refine voice. 

AKSS 
W.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 

L.1, 2, 3 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.3 continued…  Use available tools and strategies independently to 
produce a syntactically correct, error-free, 
professional-quality document with standard English 
conventions. 

 Choose and adhere to an established and effective 
format specific to the purpose of the writing task. 

 

 
Speaking and Listening 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully 
and effectively, strategically making increasingly complex 
decisions about content, language use, and discourse style. 

 Use both formal and informal speaking to solve 
problems and/or create opportunities in the world 
outside of the classroom.  

 Respond appropriately to others’ constructive 
criticism, compliments, and feedback to improve 
future communication. 

AKSS 
SL.1, 4, 5, 6 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and 
thoughtfully in a variety of settings and purposes. 

 Listen to understand, as well as to respond and build 
understanding collaboratively rather than 
competitively.   

 Independently make decisions in groups of all sizes, 
using consensus-building strategies and compromise. 

AKSS 
SL.2, 3 
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Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through accessing, 
analyzing, evaluating, and creating an increasingly complex 
variety of media.  (The term “media” refers to all electronic or 
digital means and print or artistic visuals used to transmit 
messages.) 

 Understand how algorithms function to track, target, 
alter, and control digital behavior.  

 Explain how factual news differs from propaganda 
(e.g., “fake news), and why an entity would use the 
latter versus the former. 

 Be fully aware, prepared, and responsible online 
citizens.  

 Identify and critique main modes of persuasion (i.e., 
ethos, logos, pathos) as a consumer of media.  

 Identify how logical fallacies and stylistic choices 
impact media messages.  

 Apply the main modes of persuasion (i.e., ethos, logos, 
pathos) to more fully engage within their personal and 
professional communities. 

AKSS 
RI.5, 6, 7 

RL.7 
SL.3, 5 

L.5 

 

Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to 
investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 
synthesize information in an increasingly complex manner. 

 Use the research process to solve problems and/or 
create opportunities in the world outside of the 
classroom. 

 Accumulate and vet sources online, in print, and in 
person. 

AKSS 
W.7, 8, 9 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7 continued…  Find and select both primary and secondary sources 
independently. 

 Coordinate and subordinate information and research 
material in order to synthesize it and present it 
coherently. 

 Smoothly integrate common knowledge, summary, 
quoted material, and paraphrases.  

 Cite material accurately according to a given 
professional manual of style (e.g., MLA, APA, 
Chicago) in order to avoid plagiarism. 

 

 
Technology 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the 
tools of technology (including digital media and the Internet) to 
gather, interpret, and analyze information and create shareable 
products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines.  
 Use library and professional databases autonomously.  
 Make choices about technology platforms and use the 

appropriate tools (e.g., an app or program) to present 
material.  

 Seek out and adapt to new developments and tools in 
order to select the best technology for the task. 

AKSS 
W.6 
SL.5 
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Course Descriptions & Required Reading & Writing 
Academic Writing AP Language and Composition AP English Language and American 

Literature 
Academic Writing (Writing IIIX):  This course is a 
rigorous experience in writing the various forms of 
exposition with emphasis on research, synthesis, 
and critical analysis. It is recommended for 
students with better than average ability, especially 
those who plan to attend college. This course is 
offered in conjunction with UAF, and students may 
purchase credits from UAF for Writing 111X: 
Writing in Academic Contexts class upon 
completion of the course. 
 
This writing intensive course fulfills a graduation 
requirement.   
 
Grade(s):  11-12 
Prerequisites:  English 10 
 
Required Reading 
 They Say, I Say or comparable text  

 
Required Writing: 
 Two timed essays. 
 One formal, revised argumentative essay. 
 One formal, revised, research essay; 6-7 pages 

with 6+ sources and citation work. 
 Various informal written responses and 

activities. 
 One formal presentation of written work.  
 Self and peer evaluation of written work. 
 Apply tools of technology to writing as 

appropriate. 

AP Language and Composition: This course is 
listed separately, and not included in the upper-
division section.  See the Table of Contents for the 
location of this course description. 

AP English Language and American Literature: 
This course is listed separately, and not included in 
the upper-division section.  See the Table of 
Contents for the location of this course description. 
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College Preparatory Composition Composition and Media Analysis Creative Nonfiction 
College Preparatory Composition:  It prepares 
learners for college‐level writing, with an emphasis 
on formal expository writing using nonfiction 
models. Learners are provided with diverse writing 
experiences, including a formal research paper. This 
course is highly recommended for 11th and 12th 
graders who plan to continue a post‐high school 
education. 
 
As a writing intensive class, this course fulfills a 
graduation requirement. 
 
Grade(s): 10-12 
Prerequisite:  English 10 (10th grade requires 
teacher recommendation) 
 
Required Reading: 
 A variety of nonfiction essays, articles, and critical 

analysis. 
 At least one selection from the district supplemental 

choice list or from another class choice list, as long 
as it is not already being used in your building. 

 
Required Writing: 
 Two timed essays. 
 One formal, revised analytical essay. 
 One formal, revised argumentative essay. 
 One formal, revised, research essay; 6-7 pages with 

6+ sources and citation work. 
 Various informal written responses and activities. 
 One formal presentation of written work.  
 Self and peer evaluation of written work. 
 Apply tools of technology to writing as appropriate. 

Composition and Media Analysis:  This course 
analyzes various types of media through expository 
and argumentative writing. Learners research and 
study various types of media. Emphasis is on the 
implications of the social and economic aspects of 
the media, including advertising and propaganda. 
Additionally, learners write compositions about 
social issues. This course provides a common sense 
approach to a media‐rich society.  
 
This writing intensive course fulfills a graduation 
requirement.   
 
Grade(s):  11-12 
Prerequisites:  English 10 
 
Required Reading: 
 Read a variety of essays that analyze the media.  
 Analyze newspapers, magazines, and Internet 

sites. 
 
Required Writing: 
 Two timed essays. 
 One formal, revised argumentative essay. 
 One formal, revised, research essay; 6-7 pages 

with 6+ sources and citation work. 
 Various informal written responses and 

activities. 
 One formal presentation of written work.  
 Self and peer evaluation of written work. 
 Apply tools of technology to writing as 

appropriate. 

Creative Nonfiction:  The course focuses on writing 
strategies specific to, but not limited to, crafting 
narrative nonfiction, memoirs, biographies, 
travelogues, and historical nonfiction.  Learners will 
translate personal experience and research into 
effective pieces of creative nonfiction using 
storytelling strategies for plot development, 
character arc, etc.  
 
This writing intensive course fulfills a graduation 
requirement.   
 
Grade(s):  11-12 
Prerequisites:  English 10 
 
Suggested Reading: 
 The Situation and the Story (Gornick) 
 The Art of the Personal Essay (Lopate) 
 Bird by Bird (Lamott) 
 The Fourth Genre: Contemporary Writers of/on 

Nonfiction 
 In Fact: The Best of Creative Nonfiction (Ed. 

Gutkind) 
 The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks (Skloot) 
 The Glass Castle (Walls) 
 

Required Writing: 
 Two timed essays. 
 One formal, revised essay as appropriate for course. 
 One formal, revised, research essay; 6-7 pages with 

6+ sources and citation work. 
 Various informal written responses and activities. 
 One formal presentation of written work.  
 Self and peer evaluation of written work. 
 Apply tools of technology to writing as appropriate. 
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Creative Writing I Creative Writing II 
Creative Writing I:  This course emphasizes the 
development of a creative writer’s “toolbox” of 
techniques based on evaluating published models of 
creative nonfiction, poetry, fiction, and drama. 
Learners will practice strategies for finding 
inspiration, drafting in various genres, accepting and 
offering meaningful critical feedback, and revising 
toward a publishable product.  
 

This writing intensive course fulfills a graduation 
requirement.   
 

Grade(s):  11-12 
Prerequisites:  English 10 
 

Required Reading: 
 Culturally diverse authors as writing models.   
 Various instructional pieces to guide writing in 

various genres. 
 

Required Writing: 
 Must write substantial pieces in at least two of the 

four main genres: 
 Creative nonfiction 
 Poetry 
 Fiction  
 Drama 

 One piece must go through a formal revision 
process. 

 One piece or project must include research and 
citation. 

 Various informal written responses and activities.  
 One formal presentation of written work.  
 Self and peer evaluation of written work.  
 Apply tools of technology to writing as appropriate. 

Creative Writing II:  This course is a continuation of Creative Writing I for students who demonstrated 
the ability and drive to take their writing to the next level with a full-length piece.   This class emphasizes 
the development of a creative writer’s “toolbox” of techniques based on evaluating published models of 
creative nonfiction, poetry, fiction, and drama. Learners will practice strategies for finding inspiration, 
drafting in various genres, accepting and offering meaningful critical feedback, and revising toward a 
publishable product.  
 
This writing intensive course fulfills a graduation requirement.   
 
Grade(s):  11-12 
Prerequisites:  English 10, Creative Writing I, and 
teacher recommendation. 
 
Required Reading: 
 Culturally diverse authors as writing models.   
 Various instructional pieces to guide writing in 

various genres. 
 

Required Writing: 
 Must complete a full-length, publishable piece 

in one of the main genres. 
 Write substantial pieces in at least two of the 

four main genres: 
 Creative nonfiction 
 Poetry 
 Fiction  
 Drama 

 One piece must go through a formal revision 
process. 

 One piece or project must include research and 
citation. 

 Various informal written responses and 
activities. 

 One formal presentation of written work.  
 Self and peer evaluation of written work.  
 Apply tools of technology to writing as 

appropriate. 
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Journalism I  
Journalism I:  This course has a focus on newspaper writing conventions and technology. Learners write 
stories for publication in the school newspaper, as well as complete other necessary production 
requirements including photography, page layout, editing, column writing, and other artistic elements. 
Learners conduct interviews and complete other reporting tasks independently while working with other 
learners to coordinate and produce the school newspaper.  
 
This writing intensive course fulfills a graduation requirement. 
 
Grade(s):  10-12 
Prerequisites:  English 10 
 

 

Required Reading: 
 Selections of current and classic newspapers, 

both in print and online as models. 
 
Required Writing: 
 Participate in production and publication of a 

newspaper. 
 Write for the newspaper - news, features, 

sports, activities, events, editorials, columns, 
headlines, and cutlines. 

 Incorporate research and citation into written 
work. 

 One formal, revised piece as appropriate for 
course. 

 Various informal written responses and 
activities. 

 Self and peer editing and evaluation of written 
work. 

 Apply tools of technology to writing as 
appropriate. 

 
 

Required Activities: 
 Study libel, slander, and plagiarism so as to 

avoid it in writing. 
 Practice interview skills and conduct 

interviews, both in person and online  
 Communicate with other newspaper staff and 

teacher about stories and deadlines. 
One formal presentation of written work. 
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Journalism II Journalism III and IV 
Journalism II:  This course is a continuation of Journalism I, with a focus on 
newspaper writing conventions and technology. Learners write stories for 
publication in the school newspaper, as well as complete other necessary 
production requirements, including photography, page layout, editing, column 
writing, and other artistic elements. Learners conduct interviews and complete 
other reporting tasks independently while working with other students to 
coordinate and produce the school newspaper.  
 
This writing intensive course fulfills a graduation requirement. 
 
Grade(s):  10-12 
Prerequisites:  English 10 & Journalism I 
 

Journalism III & IV:  This course is a continuation of Journalism II, and 
emphasizes leadership skills from previous journalism class experiences.  This 
will focus on newspaper writing conventions and technology. Learners write 
stories for publication in the school newspaper, as well as complete other 
necessary production requirements, including photography, page layout, 
editing, column writing, and other artistic elements. Learners conduct 
interviews and complete other reporting tasks independently while working 
with other students to coordinate and produce the school newspaper.  
 
This writing intensive course fulfills a graduation requirement. 
 
Grade(s):  11-12 
Prerequisites:  English 10 & Journalism II 
 

Required Reading: 
 Selections of current and classic 

newspapers, both in print and online 
as models. 

 
Required Required Activities: 
 Study libel, slander, and plagiarism 

so as to avoid it in writing.  
 Practice interview skills and conduct 

interviews, both in person and 
online.  

 Communicate with other newspaper 
staff and teacher about stories and 
deadlines. 

 One formal presentation of written 
work. 

Writing: 
 Participate in production and 

publication of a newspaper. 
 Write for the newspaper - news, 

features, sports, activities, events, 
editorials, columns, headlines, and 
cutlines. 

 Incorporate research and citation 
into written work. 

 One formal, revised piece as 
appropriate for course. 

 Various informal written responses 
and activities. 

 Self and peer editing and evaluation 
of written work. 

 Apply tools of technology to writing 
as appropriate. 

Required Reading: 
 Selections of current and classic 

newspapers, both in print and 
online as models. 

 

Required Activities: 
 Assist Journalism I and Journalism 

II learners, with the guidance of the 
teacher. 

 Study libel, slander, and plagiarism 
so as to avoid it in writing.  

 Practice interview skills and 
conduct interviews both in person 
and online.  

 Communicate with other 
newspaper staff and teacher about 
stories and deadlines. 

 One formal presentation of written 
work. 

Required Writing: 
 Participate in production and 

publication of a newspaper. 
 Write for the newspaper - news, 

features, sports, activities, 
events, editorials, columns, 
headlines, and cutlines.  

 Incorporate research and citation 
into written work.  

 One formal, revised piece as 
appropriate for course 

 Various informal written 
responses and activities.  

 Self and peer editing and 
evaluation of written work. 

 Apply tools of technology to 
writing as appropriate. 
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Professional Writing  
Professional Writing:  This challenging course focuses on written communication skills as they relate to 
the world of business and technology. Communication and teamwork are emphasized. Technical writing 
skills include business correspondence, gathering and presenting data, technical documents, and reports.  
 
This writing intensive course fulfills a graduation requirement.   
 
Grade(s):  11-12 
Prerequisites:  English 10 
 

 

Required Reading: 
 A variety of non‐fiction such as news articles, 

journals, and technical manuals, both in print 
and online. 

 
Required Writing & Activities: 
 Recognize that communication in the workplace 

differs from communication at school or home. 
 Identify characteristics of technical writing 

including style, format, graphics, audience, 
purpose, and subject matter. 

 Understand the stages and processes of technical 
writing including audience analysis, outlining 
for organization, writing formal, informational 
and expanded definitions, and writing 
appropriately for a variety of audiences. 

 Compose and format memos, emails, and 
business letters that request, respond, and 
persuade. 

 Compose and format a variety of informational 
reports, scientific reports, policy statements, 
proposals, and minutes of meetings. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Compose and format process and mechanical 

descriptions, instructions, training manuals, 
media releases, newsletters, and advertising 
copy.   

 Conduct and interview with a content specialist, 
and write a formal, revised process essay based 
on the results of the interview; include research 
and citation work. 

 Produce, through the editing process, a final 
draft memo in response to a simulated job 
assignment. 

 One formal presentation of written work. 
 Self and peer evaluation of written work.  
 Apply tools of technology to writing as 

appropriate. 
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Research and Inquiry  Writing in Content Areas for ELL 
Research and Inquiry:  The senior project is an integral part of a learner’s final year of high school. It 
integrates knowledge, skills, and concepts from the learner’s program of study into one culminating 
project that benefits the school community, or the community at large. Individual projects are preferred, 
but group projects may be appropriate if each student in the group has specific and unique responsibilities. 
Although the final product may be a joint effort, each presentation must be done separately.  
 
This writing intensive course fulfills a graduation requirement.   
 
Grade(s):  12 
Prerequisites:  English 10 
 

Writing in Content Areas for ELL:  This course 
supports learners eligible for ELL services in 
developing necessary skills for success in 
secondary and post-secondary learning. Learners 
will employ writing strategies to integrate 
academic and content vocabulary to support 
continued English development in reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening.  
 
This writing intensive course fulfills a writing-
intensive graduation requirement for learners 
eligible for ELL services.   
 
Grade(s):  11-12 
Prerequisites:  English 10 
 
Required Reading: 
 A variety of nonfiction such as news articles, 

journals, and technical manuals, both in print and 
online. 

 Reading for technical information. 
 Critical evaluation of print and media sources. 
 

Required Writing: 
 Two timed essays. 
 One formal, revised essay as appropriate for course. 
 One formal, revised, research essay; 6-7 pages with 

6+ sources and citation work. 
 Various informal written responses and activities. 
 One formal presentation of written work.  
 Self and peer evaluation of written work. 
 Apply tools of technology to writing as appropriate. 

Required Reading: 
 A variety of nonfiction such as news articles, 

journals, and technical manuals. 
 Reading for technical information. 
 Critical evaluation of print and media sources. 

 

Required Writing: 
 Two timed essays  
 One formal, revised essay. 
 One formal, revised, research essay; 6-7 pages 

with 6+ sources and citation work. 
 Various informal written responses and activities.  
 Self and peer evaluation of written work.  
 Apply tools of technology to writing as 

appropriate.  
 A formal, professional presentation before a panel 

of judges that demonstrates progress of project. 
 Complete a portfolio - a developmental 

representation of the learner’s progress throughout 
the senior project consists of an online webpage 
that follows a very structured template will house 
attached documents such as resume, letter of 
intent, job shadow forms, research paper, etc.  It 
also includes pictures and video documenting 
progress throughout the year as the student works 
on the senior project. 

 

Additional Reading Options 
For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
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Academic English ELL 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 10-12 This course is designed to prepare the English Language Learner (ELL) for the reading and writing sections of standardized tests in a small-
group environment.  Learners will concentrate on improving reading and spelling skills, learning vocabulary meanings through context clues 
and inference, recognizing and using synonyms and antonyms to strengthen reading comprehension and writing, learning base/root words, 
prefixes and suffixes, and reviewing characteristics of dictionaries and thesauruses. 

Length:  One or 
two semesters, as 
needed 
(repeatable) 

Prerequisites:  
Learner must be a 
part of the ELL 
program and 
teacher 
recommendation 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  145   Academic English ELL 
English Language Arts Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 
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Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print informational texts, including texts 
for science, social studies, and technical subjects. 

 Comprehend meaning of grade-level words in grade-level 
text. 

 Use phonetic knowledge and structural analysis to decode 
regularly spelled multi-syllable words when reading text.  

 Demonstrate comprehension of grade-level text (e.g., main 
idea, conflict, lesson/message, resolution, supporting details, 
tone, classify data, point of view, evaluate, critical analysis, 
identifying evidence, relationships). 

AKSS 
E/LA.B.1, B.2 

 

Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and engage with a variety of increasingly 
complex print and non-print literary texts. 

 Comprehend meaning of grade-level words in grade-level 
text. 

 Use phonetic knowledge and structural analysis to decode 
regularly spelled multi-syllable words when reading text.  

 Demonstrate comprehension of grade-level text (e.g., main 
idea, conflict, lesson/message, resolution, supporting details, 
tone, classify data, point of view, evaluate, critical analysis, 
identifying evidence, relationships). 

 Practice reading/decoding various text and test formats, and 
compare and contrast. 

 Study vocabulary. 

AKSS 
E/LA.B.1, B.2 



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  147   Academic English ELL 
English Language Arts Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and 
use increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and 
language. 

 Write a variety of sentence types using grade-level 
vocabulary and conventions of standard English (e.g., 
correct parts of speech, quotation marks, clauses). 

 Write paragraphs with topic sentences and supporting 
details (e.g., brochures, opinion, persuasive, observations, 
reports, essays).  

 Revise and/or edit own writing using qualities of good 
writing (e.g., fluency, ideas, organization, voice, word 
choice, supporting details), giving and receiving appropriate 
feedback, and using established criteria to review own and 
others’ written work. 

 Summarize text and write response journals.  
 Organize writing using graphic organizers such as Thinking 

Maps®. 
 Write for specific audiences and purposes, revise and edit, 

and write narratives, business letters, essays, resumes, etc. 
 Keep a vocabulary journal. 

AKSS 
E/LA.A.1-2, A.4-5 
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Speaking and Listening 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak 
purposefully and effectively, strategically making 
increasingly complex decisions about content, language 
use, and discourse style. 

 Discuss concept development prior to, during, and after 
reading. 

 Use verbal cooperative learning structures, offer facts or 
opinion statements as appropriate to discussion, and ask and 
answer questions. 

AKSS 
 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen 
critically and thoughtfully in a variety of settings and 
purposes. 

  AKSS 
 

 

Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through 
accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating an 
increasingly complex variety of media.  (The term 
“media” refers to all electronic or digital means and print 
or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

   AKSS 
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Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct 
research to investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize 
databases, and synthesize information in an increasingly 
complex manner. 

  AKSS 
 

 
Technology 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology (including digital media and 
the Internet) to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create shareable products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 
 Make choices from a limited range about technology 

platforms, and use the appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  
program) to present material. 

 Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning 
and present material. 

AKSS 
 

 

 

Additional Reading Options 
For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
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Advanced Placement English Language and American 
Literature 

Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 11 This is an accelerated yearlong course challenging advanced students to integrate ideas in American literature with writing and composition.  
American prose, poetry, and drama are used as vehicles for examining American culture and improving writing skills. Required composition 
and speeches are challenging and varied, including organized study of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and larger discursive patterns 
in preparation for the AP English Language and Composition Examination.  This course is designed to provide a learning opportunity for 
those students capable of doing college level work, and the possibility of gaining advanced placement and/or credit in college English.   
 
The first semester of this course fulfills the English 11 requirement.  The other semester fulfills the 11th grade English elective.  This course 
fulfills the American Literature requirement. 
 
Please visit the College Board-AP Central website for more information (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com). 
 

Length:  Two 
semesters 

Prerequisites:  
English 10 and 
teacher 
recommendation 

Writing Intensive 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
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Advanced Placement European History/Literature 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  10 This yearlong, two-period course is designed for leaners capable of college level work, and combines the course work and skills of AP European 
History with the study of the primary literature relevant to a review of European history. They will master the basic skills of historical chronology 
and comprehension, and will develop historical analysis and interpretation skills, research capabilities, and issues-analysis and decision-making skills 
through extensive experience with document-based, free-response, and change-over-time essay writing.  
 
Learners meet all the objectives of English 10 Honors for writing and literature. In addition, they will be prepared for the AP European History 
exam. This course follows the advanced placement course description and uses appropriate materials as set forth by the College Board. The AP exam 
is strongly encouraged.  
 
This course fulfills two semesters of the English 10 requirement and two semesters of the World History requirement. A summer reading list or 
assignment may be required prior to the course.  
 
 
Additional Skills and Expectations: 
 Willingness to accept and complete a rigorous reading schedule including text, primary sources, and supplemental materials. 
 Demonstrate advanced, proficient, writing skills. 
 Independently analyze literature. 
 Demonstrate strong chronological thinking skills. 
 Capable of historical comprehension, analysis, and interpretation processes. 
 
Please visit the College Board-AP Central website for more information (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com). 
 

Length:  Two 
semesters (two 
period block). 

Prerequisites:   
Teacher 
recommendation 
and English 10 
Honors or 
College 
Preparatory 
Composition 
(either previously 
or concurrently) 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
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Advanced Placement Language and Composition 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 11-12 Advanced Placement Language and Composition focuses on effective writing and critical reading.  It is designed to provide a learning 
opportunity for those students capable of doing college level work, and the possibility of gaining advanced placement and/or credit in college 
English upon successful completion of the AP English Language and Composition Examination. This challenging course provides an 
intensive experience in analyzing and applying rhetorical strategies and stylistic devices across the standard modes of discourse: narration, 
exposition, and argumentation.  This is recommended for 11th grade learners who are preparing for post-secondary education.  
 
One semester of this course can fulfill the writing intensive graduation requirement, and the other semester can fulfill a literature elective 
course.   
 
Please visit the College Board-AP Central website for more information (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com). 

Length:  Two 
semesters 
Prerequisites:  
Successful 
completion of 
English 9 & 10 or 
equivalent courses. 

Writing Intensive 

 

Required Reading 
 Read a variety of materials with a focus on classic and current nonfiction selections, and aligned with the recommended reading list as provided by the 

College Board. 
 Utilize the online tutorials available on Collegeboard.org.  

 

Required Writing 
 Individual writing requirements outlined in instructor’s syllabus and subject to approval by the College Board. 
 Multiple timed essays. 
 Multiple revised essays. 
 One formal, revised research essay; 6-7 pages with 6+ sources and citation work.  
 Various informal written responses and activities.  
 One formal presentation of written work. 
 Self and peer evaluation of written work. 
 Refine skills of the writing process, both as writers and as response partners. 
 Develop a sophisticated writing style across essay types. 
 Refine analytical skills introduced in previous courses. 
 Apply the principles of logic and rhetorical strategies in essays. 
 Apply tools of technology to writing as appropriate. 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
Collegeboard.org
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Advanced Placement Literature and Composition 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 12 This is a yearlong honors level course for learners of superior work habits and a willingness to be intellectually challenged.  It is designed to 
provide a learning opportunity for those learners capable of doing college level work and the possibility of gaining advanced placement 
and/or credit in college English, upon successful completion of the AP English Literature and Composition examination.  This course 
provides a comprehensive background in the analysis of literature, and requires a significant amount of independent reading and writing.   
 
The first semester of this course fulfills the English 12 requirement.  The other semester fulfills the 12th grade English elective. 
 
Please visit the College Board-AP Central website for more information (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com). 
 

Length:  Two 
semesters 

Prerequisites:  
English 11 and 
teacher 
recommendation 

 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
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Media Literacy 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 11-12 This course is designed to improve learner’s ability to analyze various types of media while improving their expository and argumentative 
writing skills. Learners will hone research and critical thinking skills, as well as identify and analyze a variety of media including newspapers, 
magazines, essays, music, television, movies, radio, and the Internet, and the techniques used to persuade. Additionally, learners will analyze 
the implications of the social, economic, and political aspects of the media. 

Length:  One 
semester 

Prerequisites:  At 
least in 11th grade 
or teacher 
recommendation 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 
Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
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 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 

Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print informational texts, including texts 
for science, social studies, and technical subjects. 

 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly, implicitly, and ambiguously. 

 Analyze the development of themes over the course of the 
text. 

AKSS 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1 continued…  Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning 
and tone, including words with multiple meanings. 

 Analyze and evaluate multiple interpretations of a single 
text. 

 Analyze how style and content contribute to the impact of a 
text. 

 Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in argumentative texts. 
 Evaluate the interrelationship between history and cultural 

identity. 

 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and 
use increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and 
language. 

 Build on writing concepts developed in previous grades. 
 Use self and peer editing to correct common errors in 

writing. 
 Write arguments to support claims about substantive topics 

or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 
evidence. 

AKSS 
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Speaking and Listening 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak 
purposefully and effectively, strategically making 
increasingly complex decisions about content, language 
use, and discourse style. 

 Develop an awareness of the social, cultural, political, and 
economic implications of media constructions and their 
persuasive messages. 

 Understand, develop, and utilize appropriate classroom 
discussion and debate. 

AKSS 
 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen 
critically and thoughtfully in a variety of settings and 
purposes. 

 Develop the skills, knowledge, and attitudes necessary to 
interpret the ways in which auditory media actively affects 
society. 

AKSS 
 

 

Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through 
accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating an 
increasingly complex variety of media.  (The term 
“media” refers to all electronic or digital means and print 
or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

   AKSS 
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Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct 
research to investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize 
databases, and synthesize information in an increasingly 
complex manner. 

  AKSS 
 

 
Technology 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology (including digital media and 
the Internet) to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create shareable products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 
 Make choices from a limited range about technology 

platforms, and use the appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  
program) to present material. 

 Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning 
and present material. 

AKSS 
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Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

Suggested resources: 
 Center for Media Literacy 
 Media Education Foundation 
 Media Literacy (Potter) 
 Center for Media Education 
 Children Now 
 Citizens for Media Literacy 
 Media Watch 
 Mediascope 
 National Association for Family and 

Community Education 
 National Telemedia Council 
 Parents’ Choice 
 Adbusters 
 Children’s Advertising Review Unit 
 Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting 
 Classification and Rating Administration 
 OKTV (Alternative TV Ratings) 
 TV Parental Guidelines 

 At least three pieces of writing chosen from 
the following list: 

o A fully developed narrative essay. 
o A fully developed essay incorporating a 

variety of rhetorical strategies. 
o A researched essay or project. 
o An on-demand essay in response to 

literature. 
o Formal literary analysis. 
o Informal responses reflecting on class 

texts. 
 Media logs/ journals  
 Produce various kinds of print, electronic, 

and video/audio media. 

 A variety of speech and presentation 
experiences 

 

Additional Reading Options 
For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
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Newcomer English I 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 9-12 This course is designed to be taken simultaneously by different levels of learners.  Teacher differentiation using SIOP, Kagan®, and other 
appropriate research-based strategies for language acquisition will address and meet the needs of various English Language Learner (ELL) 
development levels.  Learners will work towards proficiency in Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP).  The main focus of this 
course is to increase English vocabulary for academic and social situations through an increase in reading/listening comprehension, an 
improvement in student ability to express thoughts through writing, an expansion of student resources and tools that will ensure academic 
excellence and independence, and an ability to actively participate in various cultural environments.   
 
All classes taught exclusively to English Language Learners must be taught by a teacher with a Bilingual/Multicultural, ESL or TESOL 
endorsement. 
 
This course may fulfill two semesters of required English credits for Entering through Developing level students as determined by the WIDA 
ACCESS or W-APT Assessment 

Length:  One or 
two semesters 

Prerequisites:  
Learner must be 
part of the ELL 
program at Enter 
(level 1) through 
Developing (level 
3) proficiency 
levels, and have 
teacher 
recommendation. 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
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 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 
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Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print informational texts, including texts 
for science, social studies, and technical subjects. 

 Comprehend written English in personal, social, and 
academic contexts from print and non-print materials 
within the school setting. 

 Demonstrate comprehension of simple text and 
environmental print. 

 Identify main points of a simple text such as an 
informational pamphlet or flyer that includes pictorial 
support. 

 Read both script and cursive manuscripts. 
 Identify parts of speech, especially nouns, verbs, adjectives, 

and adverbs, and use this knowledge to inform meaning. 
 Engage in intensive vocabulary study. 
 Begin familiarization with basic cultural literacy (e.g., 50 

U.S. states, 5 regional climates, influential U.S. presidents, 
significant dates and events in U.S. history, significant 
events in Alaska history). 

AKSS 
A.6, B.1-3, D.1-4, 

E.1-4 
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Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and engage with a variety of increasingly 
complex print and non-print literary texts. 

 Comprehend written English in personal, social, and 
academic contexts from print and non-print materials 
within the school setting. 

 Read both script and cursive manuscripts. 
 Identify parts of speech, especially nouns, verbs, 

adjectives, and adverbs, and use this knowledge to inform 
meaning. 

 Engage in intensive vocabulary study. 

AKSS 
A.6, B.1-3, D.1-4, E.1-

4 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and 
use increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and 
language. 

 Communicate in appropriate written English in a variety of 
personal, social, and academic contexts within the school 
setting. 

 Use simple present, present continuous, simple past, and 
simple future tenses. 

 Express oneself in writing (at the sentence and rudimentary 
paragraph level). 

 Begin familiarity with the concepts of topic sentences, 
details, and transition words. 

 Use Thinking Maps® to organize ideas. 
 Write a personal letter. 

AKSS 
A.1-5, A.8, C.5, D.4 
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Speaking and Listening 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak 
purposefully and effectively, strategically making 
increasingly complex decisions about content, language 
use, and discourse style. 

 Communicate in appropriate spoken English in a variety of 
personal, social, and academic contexts within the school 
setting. 

 Communicate essential personal details for both safety and 
social purposes, and engage in basic social communication. 

 Develop ease in speaking within small groups. 
 Ask and respond to essential information (name, address, 

phone number, etc.). 
 Produce orally and answer in writing basic “wh” questions. 
 Give and receive basic directions (map).  
 Navigate the school setting and available resources to 

promote academic success (e.g., library, counseling office). 
 Advocate for self and demonstrate pride in cultural heritage. 

AKSS 
A.6-8, C.5, D.4, E.3-4 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen 
critically and thoughtfully in a variety of settings and 
purposes. 

 Comprehend spoken English in a variety of personal, social, 
and academic contexts within the school setting. 

 Demonstrate comprehension of announcements and bulletins 
given during the school day. 

 Demonstrate appropriate response to emergency situations, 
and respond appropriately to various school safety drills. 

AKSS 
B.1-3, C.5, D.2, E.2 
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Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through 
accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating an 
increasingly complex variety of media.  (The term 
“media” refers to all electronic or digital means and print 
or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

   AKSS 
 

 

Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct 
research to investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize 
databases, and synthesize information in an increasingly 
complex manner. 

  AKSS 
 

 
Technology 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology (including digital media and 
the Internet) to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create shareable products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 
 Make choices from a limited range about technology 

platforms, and use the appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  
program) to present material. 

AKSS 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8 continued…  Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning 
and present material. 

 Use technology to promote academic success (e.g., 
PowerSchool, online library resources and catalog, 
formatting and typing papers, PowerPoint presentations, 
iMovies, evaluating Internet resources for integrity). 

 

 

Reading Options 
For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 

 

 

WIDA English Language Development Standards 
 Standard 1:  English language learners communicate for social and instructional purposes within the school setting. 
 Standard 2:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Language Arts. 
 Standard 3:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Mathematics. 
 Standard 4:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Science. 
 Standard 5:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Social Studies. 
 

Consult with the WIDA Resource Guide for Summative Model Performance Indicators and Can Do Descriptors. 
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Newcomer English II 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 9-12 This course is designed to be taken simultaneously by different levels of learners.  Teacher differentiation using SIOP, Kagan®, and other 
appropriate research-based strategies for language acquisition will address and meet the needs of various English Language Learner (ELL) 
development levels.  Learners will work towards proficiency in Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP).  The main focus of this 
course is to increase English vocabulary for academic and social situations through an increase in reading/listening comprehension, an 
improvement in student ability to express thoughts through writing, an expansion of student resources and tools that will ensure academic 
excellence and independence, and an ability to actively participate in various cultural environments.   
 
All classes taught exclusively to English Language Learners must be taught by a teacher with a Bilingual/Multicultural, ESL or TESOL 
endorsement. 
 
This course may fulfill two semesters of required English credits for Entering through Developing level students as determined by the WIDA 
ACCESS or W-APT Assessment 

Length:  One or 
two semesters 

Prerequisites:  
Learner must be 
part of the ELL 
program at 
Beginning (level 
2) through 
Expanding (level 
4) proficiency 
levels, and have 
teacher 
recommendation. 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
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 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 
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Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print informational texts, including texts 
for science, social studies, and technical subjects. 

 Comprehend written English in personal, social, and 
academic contexts from print and non-print materials 
within the school setting. 

 Read both script and cursive manuscripts. 
 Identify parts of speech, especially nouns, verbs, adjectives, 

and adverbs, and use this knowledge to inform meaning. 
 Engage in intensive vocabulary study. 
 Begin familiarization with basic cultural literacy (e.g., 50 

U.S. states, 5 regional climates, influential U.S. presidents, 
significant dates and events in U.S. history, significant 
events in Alaska history). 

AKSS 
A.6, B.1-3, D.1-4, 

E.1-4 

 

Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and engage with a variety of increasingly 
complex print and non-print literary texts. 

 Comprehend written English in personal, social, and 
academic contexts from print and non-print materials 
within the school setting. 

 Read both script and cursive manuscripts. 
 Identify parts of speech, especially nouns, verbs, 

adjectives, and adverbs, and use this knowledge to inform 
meaning. 

 Engage in intensive vocabulary study. 

AKSS 
A.6, B.1-3, D.1-4, E.1-

4 
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Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and 
use increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and 
language. 

 Communicate in appropriate written English in a variety of 
personal, social, and academic contexts within the school 
setting. 

 Use simple present, present continuous, simple past, and 
simple future tenses. 

 Express oneself in writing (at the sentence and rudimentary 
paragraph level). 

 Begin familiarity with the concepts of topic sentences, 
details, and transition words. 

 Use Thinking Maps® to organize ideas. 
 Write a formal letter. 
 Identify each of the following and write a multi-paragraph 

text of at least two: narrative, expository, persuasive, 
literary analysis, and comparison. 

 Independently use appropriate Thinking Maps® for 
manipulating and graphically representing various literary 
elements. 

AKSS 
A.1-5, A.8, C.5, D.4 
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Speaking and Listening 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak 
purposefully and effectively, strategically making 
increasingly complex decisions about content, language 
use, and discourse style. 

 Communicate in appropriate spoken English in a variety of 
personal, social, and academic contexts within the school 
setting. 

 Communicate essential personal details for both safety and 
social purposes, and engage in basic social communication. 

 Develop a greater ease in speaking within large and  small 
groups.  

 Navigate the school setting and available resources to 
promote academic success (e.g., library, counseling office). 

 Advocate for self and demonstrate pride in cultural heritage. 

AKSS 
A.6-8, C.5, D.4, E.3-4 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen 
critically and thoughtfully in a variety of settings and 
purposes. 

 Comprehend spoken English in a variety of personal, social, 
and academic contexts within the school setting. 

 Demonstrate comprehension of announcements and bulletins 
given during the school day. 

 Demonstrate appropriate response to emergency situations, 
and respond appropriately to various school safety drills. 

AKSS 
B.1-3, C.5, D.2, E.2 
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Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through 
accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating an 
increasingly complex variety of media.  (The term 
“media” refers to all electronic or digital means and print 
or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

   AKSS 
 

 

Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct 
research to investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize 
databases, and synthesize information in an increasingly 
complex manner. 

 Complete a research project (focus on the process). AKSS 
 

 
Technology 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology (including digital media and 
the Internet) to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create shareable products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 
 Make choices from a limited range about technology 

platforms, and use the appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  
program) to present material. 

AKSS 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8 continued…  Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning 
and present material. 

 Use technology to promote academic success (e.g., 
PowerSchool, online library resources and catalog, 
formatting and typing papers, PowerPoint presentations, 
iMovies, evaluating Internet resources for integrity). 

 

 

Reading Options 
For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 

 

 

WIDA English Language Development Standards 
 Standard 1:  English language learners communicate for social and instructional purposes within the school setting. 
 Standard 2:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Language Arts. 
 Standard 3:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Mathematics. 
 Standard 4:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Science. 
 Standard 5:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area 

of Social Studies. 
 

Consult with the WIDA Resource Guide for Summative Model Performance Indicators and Can Do Descriptors. 
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Philosophy and Language 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 11-12 This course will provide a brief introduction into the various components of Western philosophy, along with an analysis of the literary 
writings of key Western philosophers, organized in a chronological / thematic order, to introduce learners to the history of ideas that have 
shaped Western thinking.  A brief introduction into comparative philosophy will give learners great understanding of ideas outside of Western 
thinking, and an appreciation of how different traditions may complement, rather than contradict one another. 

Length:  One 
semester 

Prerequisites: 
English 10  

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
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 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 

Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print informational texts, including texts 
for science, social studies, and technical subjects. 

 Analyze and evaluate the interrelationship between history, 
philosophy, and cultural identity. 

 Analyze rhetorical and logical strategies used in argument. 

AKSS 
E/LA.D.1-4; L/IL.1-3 
Performance: R4.1-9 
Cultural: CS.A.1,3, 

D.5, E.3-8 
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Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and engage with a variety of increasingly 
complex print and non-print literary texts. 

 Analyze and evaluate the interrelationship between history, 
philosophy, and cultural identity. 

 Recognize literary elements and archetypes found in 
philosophical literature. 

AKSS 
E/LA.D.1-4; L/IL.1-3 
Performance: R4.1-9 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, 
E.3-8 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and 
use increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and 
language. 

 Build upon writing skills developed in 10th grade and 
below. 

 Practice argumentative writing. 

AKSS 
E/LA.1-8, B.2, C.1-5 
Performance: W4.1-5 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, 
D.5, E.3-8 

 
Speaking and Listening 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak 
purposefully and effectively, strategically making 
increasingly complex decisions about content, language 
use, and discourse style. 

 Utilize class discussion techniques. 
 Incorporate or integrate the points of others into their own 

contributions during discussions. 

AKSS 
 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen 
critically and thoughtfully in a variety of settings and 
purposes. 

 Utilize class discussion techniques. 
 Demonstrate appropriate response skills. 

AKSS 
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Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through 
accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating an 
increasingly complex variety of media.  (The term 
“media” refers to all electronic or digital means and print 
or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

   AKSS 
 

 

Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct 
research to investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize 
databases, and synthesize information in an increasingly 
complex manner. 

  AKSS 
 

 
Technology 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology (including digital media and 
the Internet) to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create shareable products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 
 Make choices from a limited range about technology 

platforms, and use the appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  
program) to present material. 

 Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning 
and present material. 

AKSS 
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Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

Suggested readings: 
 Dialogues of Plato 
 Candide (Voltaire) 
 The Metamorphosis (Kafka) 
 A Hunger Artist (Kafka) 
 The Stranger (Camus) 
 The Analects (Confucius) 
 Tao Te Ching (Lao Tze) 
 Think (Blackburn) 
 Philosophy for Beginners (Osburn) 
 Siddartha (Hesse) 
 Waiting for Godot (Beckett) 
 Ishael (Quinn) 
 Great Issues in Philosophy (Fieser) 
 The Presocratics (Wheelwright) 

 Fully developed essays incorporating a 
variety of rhetorical strategies. 

 Formal and informal responses to class texts. 

 Practice speaking/listening skills included in 
group discussion. 

 Explain and defend a position orally. 
 Analyze oral arguments for effectiveness. 

 

Additional Reading Options 
For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
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Speech and Debate 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 11-12 In this course learners will prepare debate cases in addition to learning the speech skills taught in the required English courses.  
Emphasis will be on argumentation skills and logical organization. 

Length:  One semester 
Prerequisites:  At least in 11th 
grade or teacher 
recommendation 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between 

text and real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to 

purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
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 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, 

sharing ideas and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed 

judgements, processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 

Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print informational texts, including texts 
for science, social studies, and technical subjects. 

 Analyze written and published speeches for logos, pathos, 
and ethos. 

 Increase vocabulary to participate appropriately, utilizing 
and applying debate terminology and concepts. 

AKSS 
E/LA.A.1-4,6-8, D.1-5, 

E.1-4 
Performance: R4.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, 
E.3-8 
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Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and 
use increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and 
language. 

 Utilize research skills developed in previous grades, with 
emphasis on organization and effective word choice. 

 Create and support a position. 
 Develop and practice effective rhetorical strategies in 

argumentation or persuasive speeches. 
 Identify pros and cons in an argument, and evaluate and 

utilize research materials to refute or defend an argument 
effectively. 

AKSS 
E/LA.A.1-8, D.1-4 

Performance: W4.2-5 

 
Speaking and Listening 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak 
purposefully and effectively, strategically making 
increasingly complex decisions about content, language 
use, and discourse style. 

 Explore and practice a variety of speech experiences. 
 Practice and develop effective speaking skills, including the 

“mechanics” of vocal projection, diction, and varied tone to 
speak persuasively. 

 Recognize five major types of speeches (i.e., impromptu, 
informative, interpretive, demonstrative and persuasive), 
and apply this knowledge to the performance of speeches. 

 Understand debate format and terminology. 
 Analyze oral arguments for effectiveness, recognizing 

language that denotes logos, pathos, and ethos. 

AKSS 
E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, 

D.1-4 
Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, 

E.3-8 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4 continued…  Understand formal debate formats such as Lincoln-Douglas 
and cross examination. 

 Understand and apply Roberts Rules of Order and 
parliamentary procedure. 

 Explain and defend a position orally. 

 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen 
critically and thoughtfully in a variety of settings and 
purposes. 

 Analyze oral arguments for effectiveness, recognizing 
language that denotes logos, pathos, and ethos. 

 Independently practice respectful audience behavior/active 
listening. 

AKSS 
E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, 

D.1-4 
Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, 

E.3-8 

 

Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through 
accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating an 
increasingly complex variety of media.  (The term 
“media” refers to all electronic or digital means and print 
or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

   AKSS 
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Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct 
research to investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize 
databases, and synthesize information in an increasingly 
complex manner. 

  AKSS 
 

 
Technology 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology (including digital media and 
the Internet) to gather, interpret, and analyze information 
and create shareable products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 
 Make choices from a limited range about technology 

platforms, and use the appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  
program) to present material. 

 Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning 
and present material. 

AKSS 
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Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

 Research debate topics. 
 Evaluate sample speeches. 
 Online resources: 

o Opposing viewpoints: access through school library 
online. 

o http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speechbank.htm  
o http://www.history.com/speeches  
o http://www.roch.edu/dept/spchcom/spam/activities.htm  

 Create written and visual aids for use in 
speech presentations. 

 Write original speeches in the 
informative, demonstrative, and 
persuasive modes. 

 An original interpretive speech may be 
required, as instructor determines. 

 Independently practice respectful 
audience behavior/active listening. 

 Develop ease in speaking before large 
and small groups. 

 Demonstrate increased mastery of basic 
speaking and presentation techniques 
introduced in 9th and 10th grades. 

 Present at least one speech with a 
partner or a group. 

 Apply a rubric in evaluating and 
critiquing peer speeches. 

 Deliver at least one ten minute speech 
or presentation. 

 Engage in at least one debate both 
independently and with a partner (this 
requires writing and reading in 
preparation for performance). 

 Use technology in delivery of at least 
one speech (document camera, 
projector, laptop, video camera, 
Internet, etc.). 

 

Additional Reading Options 
For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 

 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speechbank.htm
http://www.history.com/speeches
http://www.roch.edu/dept/spchcom/spam/activities.htm
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Sports Studies 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 11-12 Learners will analyze sports literature as a catalyst for examining self, culture, and the influence of sports on our society.  Learners will 
critically analyze a variety of informational texts, nonfiction, fiction, and media related to sports. They will practice informal and formal 
writing, speaking, and listening activities, as well as conduct research and use technology while exploring sports topics and sports figures. Length:  One 

semester 
Prerequisites:  At 
least 11th grade or 
teacher 
recommendation 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 
Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
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 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 

Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print informational texts, including texts 
for science, social studies, and technical subjects. 

 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly, what the text implies, and what the text leaves 
uncertain. 

AKSS 
E/LA.B.1-3 

Performance: 
R4.2,5,8,9 

Cultural: CS.E.3,7,8 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1 continued…  Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text, and 
analyze their development over the course of the text, 
including how they interact and build on one another to 
produce a complex synthesis. 

 Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone, including words with multiple meanings. 

 Distinguish what is directly stated from what is really meant in 
a piece of satire. 

 Analyze and evaluate multiple interpretations of a single text. 
 Analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key 

term or terms over the course of a text. 
 Analyze how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness, or beauty of a text. 
 Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in argumentative texts. 
 Evaluate the interrelationship between history and cultural 

identity. 

 

 

Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and engage with a variety of increasingly 
complex print and non-print literary texts. 

 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text, and 
analyze their development over the course of the text, 
including how they interact and build on one another to 
produce a complex synthesis. 

AKSS 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2 continued…  Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone, including words with multiple meanings. 

 Analyze and evaluate multiple interpretations of a single text. 
 Analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key 

term or terms over the course of a text. 
 Analyze how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness, or beauty of a text. 

 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and 
use increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and 
language. 

 Build on writing concepts developed in previous grades. 
 Use self and peer editing to correct common errors in writing. 
 Write arguments to support claims about substantive topics or 

text using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 
evidence. 

AKSS 
E/LA.B.1-8, B.1,2 

Performance: W4.1-5 
Cultural: CS.E.3,7,8 
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Speaking and Listening 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak 
purposefully and effectively, strategically making 
increasingly complex decisions about content, 
language use, and discourse style. 

  AKSS 
 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen 
critically and thoughtfully in a variety of settings and 
purposes. 

  AKSS 
 

 

Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through 
accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating an 
increasingly complex variety of media.  (The term 
“media” refers to all electronic or digital means and 
print or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

   AKSS 
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Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct 
research to investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize 
databases, and synthesize information in an increasingly 
complex manner. 

  AKSS 
 

 
Technology 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately 
use the tools of technology (including digital media and 
the Internet) to gather, interpret, and analyze 
information and create shareable products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 
 Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms, 

and use the appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  program) to 
present material. 

 Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning 
and present material. 

AKSS 
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Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

 Biographies and/or autobiographies by sports 
figures 

 Contemporary nonfiction articles and essays 
connected to sports 

 Analysis of at least three of the following 
recommended texts: 
 Friday Night Lights: A Town, A Team, and a 

Dream (Bissinger) 
 Coach (Blauner) 
 My Losing Season (Conroy) 
 Sports Stories (edited by Alan Durant) 
 Into Thin Air (Krakauer) 
 The Natural (Malamud) 
 Winterdance (Paulsen) 
 Paper Lion (Plimpton) 
 Show Me A Hero (edited by Jeanne Shinto) 
 Beyond the Game (Smith) 
 Million Dollar Baby (Toole) 
 Coach (Lewis) 
 Blades of Glory (Rosengren) 
 Perfect Once Removed (Hoose) 
 Eagle Blue (MD’Orso) 
 A Season on the Brink (Feinstein) 
 No Excuses (Maynard) 
 Once a Runner (Parker) 
 It’s Not About the Bike (Armstrong) 
 Season of Life (Max) 
 Ball Four (Bouton) 
 Beyond Basketball (Krzyzewski) 

 At least three pieces of writing, chosen from the 
following list: 

o A fully developed narrative essay. 
o A fully developed essay incorporating a 

variety of rhetorical strategies. 
o A researched essay or project. 
o An on-demand essay in response to literature. 
o Formal literary analysis. 
o Informal responses reflecting on class texts. 

 Practice speaking/listening skills included in group 
discussion. 
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Technical Drama 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 9-12 This course is designed to introduce learners to the technical aspects of performance: costuming, scenery, lighting, sound and stage design, 
stage management, house management, and publicity. Length:  One 

semester 
Prerequisites:  
Teacher 
recommendation 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
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 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 

Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 
comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of 
increasingly complex print and non-print literary texts. 

 Read complete plays, which encompass conflict, cause and 
effect sequences, protagonists, and antagonists. 

 Analyze a play for design and identify given circumstances. 
 Understand Aristotle’s elements of drama. 
 Understand the principals and elements of design. 
 Learn basic technical theatre terminology. 
 

AKSS 
E/LA.B.1-3 

Performance: R4.1-9 
Cultural: CS.E.3 

Arts: A.3,4,7, C.1–3 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2 continued…  Become familiar themselves with design and implementation 
in at least three areas: costumes, scenic, lighting, props, sound, 
makeup/hair. 

 Become familiar with one of the business areas: stage 
management, house management, publicity. 

 Become familiar with available career fields in technical 
theatre. 

 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and 
use increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and 
language. 

 Learn to write critical analyses of theatrical writings and 
presentations from a design and technical standpoint. 

 Write a manual for a theatre process or piece of equipment. 
 Write a design proposal for one technical area based on 

analysis of the script. 

AKSS 
E/LA.A.1-8, B.2, 

D.3, C.1-3 
Performance: W4.1-5 
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Speaking and Listening 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak 
purposefully and effectively, strategically making 
increasingly complex decisions about content, 
language use, and discourse style. 

 Present and defend a design proposal. 
 Prepare scenes for effective performance. 
 Investigate music’s impact on design. 

AKSS 
E/LA.D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.5,7 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen 
critically and thoughtfully in a variety of settings and 
purposes. 

 Provide written and/or verbal feedback for performers. 
 Watch and critique at least one live performance. 

AKSS 
E/LA.D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.5,7 

 

Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through 
accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating an 
increasingly complex variety of media.  (The term 
“media” refers to all electronic or digital means and 
print or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

   AKSS 
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Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct 
research to investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize 
databases, and synthesize information in an 
increasingly complex manner. 

  AKSS 
 

 
Technology 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 
appropriately use the tools of technology (including 
digital media and the Internet) to gather, interpret, and 
analyze information and create shareable products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 
 Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms, 

and use the appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  program) to 
present material. 

 Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning 
and present material. 

AKSS 
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Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

 Recommended books include: 
 The Backstage Handbook: An Illustrated 

Almanac of Technical Information (Carter) 
 Technical Theater for Nontechnical People 

(Campbell) 
 Supplemental: 

 Careers in Technical Theater (Lawler) 
 The Perfect Stage Crew: The Complete 

Technical Guide for High School, College, 
and Community Theater (Kaluta)  

 Play Directing: Analysis, Communication, 
and Style (Hodge) 

 Read and design such plays or musicals as: 
 Trifles (Glaspell) 
 A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Shakespeare) 
 Into the Woods (Sondheim) 
 The Mousetrap (Christie) 
 Once on This Island (Ahrens/Flaherty) 
 A Raisin in the Sun (Hansberry) 
 The Importance of Being Earnest (Wilde) 
 Endgame (Beckett) 
 Antigone (Anouilh) 

 Read other plays used in Theatre Production I & 
II. 

 Write a manual for a process or piece of theatre 
equipment. 

 Written critique of the technical aspects of a 
performance. 

 Write and present for one of the following: 
 technical theatre career field. 
 design proposal for a play. 

 Article for a theatre magazine. 

 Present a constructed/created item from one of 
the design areas (set piece, painting finish, 
costume, makeup, soundscape, light plot, etc.). 

 Verbal response to presentations. 
 Oral presentations. 

 

Additional Reading Options 
For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
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Theatre Performance I 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 9-12 This is a performance-based class designed to introduce learners to the use of performance to express theatre literature.  Learners should be 
aware that some colleges may not accept this course as an English course. Length:  One 

semester 
Prerequisites: 
None  

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
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 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 

 

 

Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and engage with a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print literary texts. 

 Read complete plays which encompass conflict, cause-
and-effect sequences, protagonists, and antagonists. 

 Understand Aristotle’s characteristics of the tragic 
form and the importance of unity of place, time, and 
action. 

 Become familiar with major periods of theatre history. 

AKSS 
E/LA. B.1-3 

Performance: R3.2; 
R4.1,4-6,9 

Cultural: CS.B.1, 
E.1,3-8 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2 continued…  Become familiar with at least one major theory of 
acting: Stanislavski, Hagen, or Meisner. 

 Become familiar with styles of theatre performance, 
comedy and tragedy, and their appropriate sub-
headings. 

 Learn basic theatre terminology - specific terms as 
they apply to the physical parts of the theatre, as well 
as terminology applicable to the actor, director 
playwright, and designers in the physical staging, 
interpretation, and performance of the text. 

 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and use 
increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and language. 

 Write critical analyses of theatrical writings and 
presentations. 

 Experiment with writing a comedic or tragic 
monologue or scene. 

 Learn character analysis including, but not limited to, 
the following elements:  motivation, effect of setting 
and time, action within the play, effect on other 
characters, description of the character, props or other 
items associated with the character, interpreting the  

 

AKSS 
W4.1-5 

Cultural: CS.A.1-5 
C.1-5 E.1,3-8 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.3 continued… subtext in the character’s dialogue, and author’s 
attitude toward the character. 

 Construct imaginative scripts, and collaborate with 
actors to refine scripts so that story and meaning are 
conveyed to an audience. 

 

 
Speaking and Listening 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully 
and effectively, strategically making increasingly complex 
decisions about content, language use, and discourse style. 

 Learn and apply techniques of dramatic interpretation 
and performance. 

 Learn how to read a play aloud using playwright’s 
notes, stage directions, etc. 

 Perform from professional scripts. 
 Learn basics of improvisation as a method of warming 

up. 
 Analyze the physical, emotional, and social dimensions 

of characters found in dramatic texts from various 
genre and media. 

 Compare and demonstrate various classical and 
contemporary acting techniques and methods. 

 In an ensemble, create and sustain characters that 
communicate with audiences. 
 

AKSS 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4 continued…  Construct social meanings from informal and formal 
productions and from dramatic performances from a 
variety of cultures and historical periods, and relate to 
current personal, national, and international issues. 

 Articulate and justify personal aesthetic criteria for 
critiquing dramatic texts and events that compare 
perceived artistic intent with the final aesthetic 
achievement. 

 Constructively evaluate their own and others' 
collaborative efforts and artistic choices in informal and 
formal productions 

 Compare how similar themes are treated in drama from 
various cultures and historical periods, illustrate with 
informal performances, and discuss how theatre can 
reveal universal concepts. 

 Identify and compare the lives, works, and influence of 
representative theatre artists in various cultures and 
historical periods. 

 Identify cultural and historical sources of American 
theatre and musical theatre. 

 Analyze the effect of their own cultural experiences on 
their dramatic work. 

 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and 
thoughtfully in a variety of settings and purposes. 

 Learn appropriate audience protocol. 
 Provide written and/or verbal feedback for any 

performances seen. 
 

AKSS 
 



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  203   Theatre Performance I 
English Language Arts Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.5 continued…  Analyze and critique the whole and the parts of 
dramatic performances, taking into account the context, 
and constructively suggest alternative artistic choices. 

 

 

Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through accessing, 
analyzing, evaluating, and creating an increasingly complex 
variety of media.  (The term “media” refers to all electronic or 
digital means and print or artistic visuals used to transmit 
messages.) 

   AKSS 
 

 

Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to 
investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 
synthesize information in an increasingly complex manner. 

  AKSS 
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Technology 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the 
tools of technology (including digital media and the Internet) to 
gather, interpret, and analyze information and create shareable 
products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Use library and professional databases with teacher 

guidance. 
 Make choices from a limited range about technology 

platforms, and use the appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  
program) to present material. 

 Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate 
learning and present material. 

AKSS 
 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  205   Theatre Performance I 
English Language Arts Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

Not all works are appropriate for all grades and all 
readers. 
 
 At least 3 from the list below: 
  A Book of Plays (Holt, Rinehart and Winston) 
includes :  
 The Glass Menagerie (Williams) 
  Our Town (Wilder) 
 Trifles (Glaspell) 
 The Bear (Chekhov) 
 Sorry Wrong Number (Fletcher) 
 Twelve Angry Men (Rose) 
 Thunder on Sycamore Street (Rose) 
 Riders to the Sea (Synge) 
 The Mousetrap (Christie) 
 Arsenic and Old Lace (Kesselring) 
 The Importance of Being Earnest (Wilde) 

 See film suggestions in Theater Performance II 

 Write detailed observations of settings, people, 
etc. as appropriate for acting exercises. 

 Write subtext for character’s dialogue. 
 Write and present for one of the following: 

o Theatre history 
o Theatre performance styles 

 Verbal response to presentations. 
 Oral presentations. 
 Perform scenes, monologues, experimental 

pieces, and children’s theatre. 
 Practice voice and articulation skills, as well as 

projection. 
 Develop and practice physical movement on 

stage, including identifying appropriate areas 
of the stage. 

 Learning, applying, and notating on script (if 
applicable) stage directions to stage movement 
as it relates to exits, entrances, and dialogue 
driven movement (crossing upstage/downstage 
etc.). 

 

Additional Reading Options 
For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
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Theatre Performance II 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 10-12 Theatre Performance II is an advanced performance-based class.  Learners will be expected to perform on a much higher level, and to study 
challenging theatrical materials in much more depth.  Learners should be aware that some colleges may not accept this course as an English 
course. Length:  One 

semester 
Prerequisites: 
Theatre 
Performance I or 
teacher 
recommendation  

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 

Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
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 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 
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Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 
comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of 
increasingly complex print and non-print literary 
texts. 

 Read complete plays which encompass conflict, cause-and-effect 
sequences, protagonists, and antagonists. 

 Become familiar with all major theories of acting. 
 Experiment with major styles of theatre performance. 
 
Possible Alternate Goal(s) for the Theatre Performance II 
Learner: 
 Explain how scientific and technological advances have 

impacted set, light, sound, and costume design and 
implementation for theatre, film, television, and electronic 
media productions. 

 Collaborate with directors to develop unified production 
concepts that convey the metaphorical nature of the drama for 
informal and formal theatre, film, television, or electronic 
media productions. 

 Safely construct and efficiently operate technical aspects of 
theatre, film, television, or electronic media productions. 

 Create and reliably implement production schedules, stage 
management plans, promotional ideas, and business and front-
of-house procedures for informal and formal theatre, film, 
television, or electronic media productions. 

AKSS 
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Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes 
(including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and 
expressive), and use increasingly complex reasoning, 
structure, and language. 

 Learn to write critical analyses of theatrical writings and 
presentations. 

 Practice theatrical performance styles. 
 Create character analysis portfolio for each character portrayed 

in class. 
 Research and describe appropriate historical production designs, 

techniques, and performances from various cultures to assist in 
making artistic choices for informal and formal theatre, film, 
television, or electronic media productions. 

 Compare the interpretive and expressive natures of several art 
forms in specific culture or historical period. 

 Compare the unique interpretive and expressive natures and 
aesthetic qualities of traditional arts from various cultures and 
historical periods with contemporary new art forms (such as 
performance art). 

 Integrate several arts and/or media in theatre, film, television or 
electronic media productions. 

 Construct personal meanings from nontraditional dramatic 
performances. 

 Analyze, compare, and evaluate differing critiques of the same 
dramatic texts and performances. 

 Critique several dramatic works in terms of other aesthetic 
philosophies, such as the underlying ethos of Greek drama, 
French classicism with its unities of time and place,  
 

AKSS 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 Shakespeare and romantic forms, India classical drama, 
Japanese Kabuki, and others. 

 Analyze and evaluate critical comments about personal dramatic 
work, explaining which points are most appropriate to inform 
further development of the work. 

 

 
Speaking and Listening 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak 
purposefully and effectively, strategically making 
increasingly complex decisions about content, 
language use, and discourse style. 

 Apply techniques of dramatic interpretation and performance. 
 Perform from professional scripts. 
 Read plays aloud. 
 Use applicable theatre terminology as appropriate to the 

circumstances. 
 Analyze the social and aesthetic impact of underrepresented 

theatre and film artists. 
 Analyze the relationships among cultural values, freedom of 

artistic expression, ethics, and artistic choices in various cultures 
and historical periods. 

 Analyze the development of dramatic forms, production 
practices, and theatrical traditions across cultures and historical 
periods, and explain influences on contemporary theatre, film, 
television, and electronic media productions. 

AKSS 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen 
critically and thoughtfully in a variety of settings 
and purposes. 

 Learn appropriate audience protocol. 
 Provide written and/or verbal feedback for any performances 

seen (could include media, film, YouTube). 
 Attend at least two live performances (if possible) during the 

semester. 

AKSS 
 

 

Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through 
accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating an 
increasingly complex variety of media.  (The term 
“media” refers to all electronic or digital means and 
print or artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

   AKSS 
 

 

Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct 
research to investigate topics, evaluate sources, 
utilize databases, and synthesize information in an 
increasingly complex manner. 

  AKSS 
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Technology 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 
appropriately use the tools of technology (including 
digital media and the Internet) to gather, interpret, 
and analyze information and create shareable 
products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 
 Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms, 

and use the appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  program) to present 
material. 

 Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning and 
present material. 

AKSS 
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Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

 Read and perform from plays such as The School 
for Scandal (Sheridan). 

 At least 3 from the list below: 
 Lysistrata (Aristophanes)  
 The Tempest (Shakespeare)  
 Tartuffe (Moliere)  
 Three Sisters (Chekhov)  
 Angels in America (Kushner)  
 A Streetcar Named Desire (Williams)  
 A Doll’s House (Ibsen)  
 The Wild Duck (Ibsen) 
 Hedda Gabler (Ibsen) 
 The Master Builder (Ibsen) 
 The Odd Couple (Simon) 
 Barefoot in the Park (Simon) 
 Pygmalion (Shaw)  
 Video/DVD: My Fair Lady (Compare to 

Pygmalion)  
Suggested film editions: Funny Girl, Oliver, West 
Side Story, Twelve Angry Men , Our Town, The 
Glass Menagerie, Sorry Wrong Number, Barefoot 
in the Park, The Odd Couple 

 Write observations. 
 Write “beats” for scenes/monologues. 
 Informal written responses and observation 

exercises as they relate to pantomime, stage 
business, character observation exercises, 
settings related to improvisations, character 
monologues, character subtext, and prior life. 

 Research paper evaluating and synthesizing 
cultural and historical information to support 
artistic choices. 

 OPTIONAL: Maintain a drama diary 
(depending on the group). 

 Verbal response to presentations. 
 Oral presentations. 
 Perform scenes, monologues, experimental 

pieces, and children’s theatre. 
 Practice voice and articulation skills. 
 Audience notes. 

 

Additional Reading Options 
For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
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Vocabulary and Development 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 11-12 This course is designed to help learners broaden their vocabulary through examination of Latin roots, etymologies, word study, and verbal 
practice in a variety of contexts. Length:  One 

semester 
Prerequisites:  At 
least 11th grade or 
teacher 
recommendation 

Core 
Competencies: 

Reading 
The learner will: 
 Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues to make connections between text and 

real life experiences. 
 Compare and contrast how texts reflect historical and cultural influences. 
 Analyze and evaluate narrative elements of varied genres, including fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. 
 Identify the effects of literary devices and figurative language. 
 Differentiate between fact and opinion, locating evidence from texts to support connections. 
 Analyze an author’s purpose and the effectiveness of the text. 
 Rehearse and read varied texts aloud to an audience, including plays, reports, poetry, and literary response. 
 Apply knowledge of word origins, root words, structure, and context clues. 
 Read a wide variety of literature, demonstrate critical analysis, and participate in group discussions responding to the literature. 
 Interpret meaning, tone, and effect. 

 
Writing 
The learner will: 
 Use steps of the writing process. 
 Correctly apply the conventions of standard English. 
 Compose and edit a coherent essay including claim/thesis, support, and a conclusion. 
 Use multiple strategies to improve ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions appropriate to purpose.  
 Write for an intended audience. 
 Evaluate writing, explaining judgments of quality writing in response to peer or teacher feedback. 
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 Identify and use appropriate resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, rubric). 
 Give credit for ideas, images, and multimedia information using MLA or APA style citations. 
 Complete projects independently and collaboratively. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
The learner will: 
 Express ideas coherently for a variety of audiences and purposes, including informing, persuading, questioning, problem solving, sharing ideas 

and stories, and reaching consensus. 
 Use effective communication skills, including volume, intonation, eye contact, poise, and enunciation. 
 Use technology to communicate effectively and enhance presentations. 
 Listen with understanding and respond with meaning in small groups and whole classes. 
 Speak in standard English in formal situations. 

 
Organizing Project 
The learner will: 
 Organize and develop research skills, incorporating multi-step directions and technology. 
 View media, technology, visual, and performance arts for varied purposes, including gathering information, making informed judgements, 

processing information, and utilizing library media centers. 
 Express critical judgments when evaluating the credibility of sources. 
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Informational Texts 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex print 
and non-print informational texts, including texts for science, 
social studies, and technical subjects. 

 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly, what the text implies, and what the 
text leaves uncertain. 

 Analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including words with multiple 
meanings. 

 Distinguish what is directly stated from what is really 
meant in a piece of satire. 

 Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in argumentative 
texts. 

  

AKSS 
 

 

Literature 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, 
analyze, and engage with a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print literary texts. 

 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly, what the text implies, and what the 
text leaves uncertain. 

 Analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including words with multiple 
meanings.  

 Analyze and evaluate multiple interpretations of a 
single text. 

AKSS 
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Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.2 continued…  Analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning 
of a key term or terms over the course of a text. 

 Analyze how style and content contribute to the 
power, persuasiveness, or beauty of a text. 

 Develop an understanding of how the English 
language has evolved. 

 Learn how Latin affects the modern English language. 
 Recognize and apply roots, prefixes, and suffixes. 
 Learn word etymologies. 

 

 

Writing 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of modes (including 
analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive), and use 
increasingly complex reasoning, structure, and language. 

 Build on writing concepts developed in previous 
grades. 

 Use self and peer editing to correct common errors in 
writing. 

 Through evaluation and editing, revise written work 
demonstrating competency and independence in 
writing. 

AKSS 
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Speaking and Listening 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully 
and effectively, strategically making increasingly complex 
decisions about content, language use, and discourse style. 

 Correctly pronounce and use new vocabulary. 
 

AKSS 
 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and 
thoughtfully in a variety of settings and purposes. 

 Be exposed to live or recorded use of challenging 
vocabulary. 

 Be able to discern from other speakers, 
correct/incorrect use of words studied. 

AKSS 
 

 

Media Literacy 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.6  The learner will engage in critical thinking through accessing, 
analyzing, evaluating, and creating an increasingly complex 
variety of media.  (The term “media” refers to all electronic or 
digital means and print or artistic visuals used to transmit 
messages.) 

   AKSS 
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Research 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to 
investigate topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 
synthesize information in an increasingly complex manner. 

  AKSS 
 

 
Technology 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 

 
Content Objectives 

 

The learner will: 

 
Standards 

HS.8  The learner will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the 
tools of technology (including digital media and the Internet) to 
gather, interpret, and analyze information and create shareable 
products. 

 Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 
 Use library and professional databases with teacher 

guidance. 
 Make choices from a limited range about technology 

platforms, and use the appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  
program) to present material. 

 Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate 
learning and present material. 

AKSS 
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Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

 SAT/ACT Preparatory Manuals 
 Vocabulary from Latin and Greek Roots: A 

Study of Word Families 
 Everyday Words from Classic Origins: A 

Vocabulary Workbook 
 Selections from the High School 

English/Language Arts Suggested Supplemental 
Literature List and other relevant contemporary 
sources 

 At least 3 pieces of writing, chosen from the 
following list: 
 A fully developed narrative essay. 
 A fully developed essay incorporating a 

variety of rhetorical strategies. 
 A researched essay or project. 
 Formal essay reflecting on class texts and/or 

the influence of diction on style and purpose. 
 On-demand essays in preparation for SAT/ACT 

exams. 

 Practice speaking/listening skills included in 
group discussion. 

 Pronounce words correctly. 

 

Additional Reading Options 
For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 

 

 
 



 

 



Draft 1 of K-12 Social Studies Curriculum 
 

The FNSBSD curriculum process is on a six-year cycle and includes the following stages: research and review, develop 

and define, implement, and measure-refine-revise.  The research and review stage starts with a survey to determine what 

our community wants and expects from a high school graduate. A research group meets to review community responses, 

complete an in-depth study of the current curriculum to determine its effectiveness, research current trends in curriculum 

content and pedagogy, and develop competencies for each grade level. Then, during the develop and define stage, 

curriculum writers meet to review the work completed by the research group and start the first draft.  Each draft will go 

out for public comment, and the writers will consider all comments and suggestions.  After there is a general consensus on 

the curriculum, a final draft is submitted to the School Board for adoption.  

 

Draft one of the K-12 Social Studies Curriculum contains several changes, such as civics included throughout K-12 

courses, which was added in response to survey comments.  This draft is a work in progress and the curriculum writers 

have several tasks they still need to complete.  The writers will meet soon to review and add the Alaska Standards for 

Culturally Responsive Schools, American Association of School Library Standards, and update the content standards.  

They will look at multiple pathways and finish revising Current Issues and Events. The writers will also review the 

proposed competencies, the document format, and proposed course changes. Once the first draft is finished, it will be 

shared with teachers, parents, students, community members, etc., and they will have the opportunity to provide feedback.  

 

K-6 Social Studies 

 Course title changes: 

o Kindergarten: Learning and Working was changed to Kindergarten: Me and My World 

o First Grade: My Place in Time and Space was renamed First Grade: My Place in My World 

o Second Grade: Local Physical and Cultural Geography was changed to Second Grade: My Local Community 

o Third Grade: Alaska Physical and Cultural Geography was changed to Third Grade: Alaska – Past, Present, 

and Future 

o Fifth Grade: United States History and Government was renamed Fifth Grade: Foundations of United States 

Government and Civic Engagement 

o Sixth Grade: Physical and Cultural Geography of Ancient Societies was changed to Sixth Grade: Ancient 

Civilizations 
 

 

7-8 Social Studies 

 Course title changes: 

o Grade 7: Geography and Area Studies  was renamed Grade 7: World Studies 
 

 

9-12 Social Studies 

 New courses: 

o American Civil Rights Experience under the United States Studies section 

o Global Diplomacy and Model United Nations under the World Studies section (this is currently a pilot course) 

o Political Economy 1 under the Government Studies section 

o Political Economy 2 under the Contemporary Economic Studies section 

 Course title changes: 

o American Government was renamed United States Government and Civics 

o General Economics was renamed Economics and Financial Literacy 

 Removed: 

o Diversity in America 

o Principles of Economics 

o U.S. in a Global Economy 

o U.S. in Global Context 

o Women’s History 

 Still needs revised: 

o Current Issues & Events 
 



K-12

Social Studies 

Curriculum 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  

Draft 1, 2019-2020 Revision 

Working Draft - 
Not Yet Completed
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Philosophy 
The study of social studies is a process that develops from kindergarten through high school. 
This development helps learners to understand their place in the world and their roles and 
responsibilities.  
 
The study of history is important to learners because past events provide context for 
understanding present and future challenges.  Studying geography will provide a basis for 
understanding nature and the influence of climate and terrain on human cultures. Understanding 
how the social sciences play a significant role in the growing global economy will provide 
valuable preparation for learners. The social sciences will help learners appreciate the uniqueness 
of individuals and the diversity within and among groups of humans as well as compare the 
United States society to other societies. 
 
Under the National Council of Social Studies’ College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework, 
learners will have opportunities to build social studies skills. This skills will focus on, history, 
communication, thinking, and social aspects of citizenship and civic engagement.   
 
Studying the social sciences will enable the learner to make appropriate decisions about social 
and civic affairs in a climate that stimulates learners to respond to the human condition in the 
world today. 
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Mission 
 
The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District will provide opportunities for active 
exploration and critical evaluation of complex and diverse Social Studies issues through 
participatory citizenship activities. School and community projects that model democratic 
principles will be implemented to provide decision-making and problem-solving experiences for 
learners. 
 
The core curriculum will encompass the social studies strands of history, geography, 
civics/government, economics and cultural studies. The study of Alaska, America’s heritage and 
world civilizations will include multicultural perspectives and an understanding of global 
interdependence. 
 
Central themes will be carried across a coherent and relevant K-12 continuum. Interdisciplinary 
studies and cooperative learning environments at all grade levels will promote higher-level 
thinking skills and civic efficacy. Research based instructional materials, programs and 
technology will be used to master the processes necessary to function in an information rich 
global society. 
 
We are committed to three key research-based principles of curriculum based on Schooling By 
Design, by Wiggins and McTighe (2007). 
 

• Success at transfer depends on understanding the big ideas that connect otherwise isolated 
or inert facts, skills and experiences so that new challenges can be met and new 
experiences understood. 

• An understanding is a learner realization about the power of an idea. Understandings 
cannot be given; they have to be engineered so that learners see for themselves the power 
of an idea for making sense of things. 

• Learners need clear, completely transparent priorities and a practical understanding of how 
learning goals are to be met in terms of work products and standards of excellence. 
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Acronyms 
AKSS Alaska State Standards 
AKSS for CRS Alaska State Standards for Culturally-Responsive Schools 
AKSS for SS Alaska State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, 

and Technical Subjects 
C3 College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies State 

Standards 
CS Craft and Structure (AKSS coding) 
IK Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (AKSS coding) 
KI Key Ideas and Details (AKSS coding) 
NCSS National Council for the Social Studies 
RR Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity (AKSS coding) 
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Explanation of Terms 
 
Alaska Cultural Standards  
Standards endorsed by the State Board of Education serve to encourage enrichment of the 
content standards. They are used as a guide to ensure that schools are aware of and sensitive to 
their surrounding physical and cultural environments.  
 
Alaska State Standards 
High academic standards are an important first step in ensuring that all Alaska’s learners have 
the tools they need for success. These standards reflect the collaborative work of Alaskan 
educators and national experts from the nonprofit National Center for the Improvement of 
Educational Assessment. Further, they are informed by public comments. Alaskan teachers have 
played a key role in this effort, ensuring that the standards reflect the realities of the classroom.  
 
Benchmark  
A benchmark is a point of reference against which individuals are compared and evaluated.  
 
Core Competencies 
 
 
 
Curricular Competencies 
 
 
 
Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum 
A guaranteed and viable curriculum (GVC) is one that guarantees equal opportunity for learning 
for all learners. Similarly, it guarantees adequate time for teachers to teach content and for stu 
learners dents to learn it. A guaranteed and viable curriculum is one that ensures that the 
curriculum being taught is the curriculum being assessed. It is viable when adequate time is 
ensured to teach all determined essential content. 
 
Informational Text 
This is text designed to convey factual information rather than tell or advance a narrative. 
Informational text may employ techniques such as lists, comparing/contrasting or demonstrating 
cause/effect, and may be accompanied by graphs or charts. Most textbooks consist of primarily 
informational text. 
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National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Standards 
Intended as a companion to content standards, the social studies curriculum standards are an 
indispensable framework for the implementation of content standards. The standards continue to 
be structured the following themes of social studies: 

 Culture 
 Time, continuity, and change 
 People, places, and environments 
 Individual development and identity 
 Individuals, groups, and institutions 
 Power, authority, and governance 
 Production, distribution, and consumption 
 Science, technology, and society 
 Global connections 
 Civic ideals and practices 

 
 
Proficiencies 
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Standards Alignment Coding 
The Social Studies curriculum is aligned with the following standards: 

 National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Standards 
 College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies State Standards 
 Alaska Standards for Culturally Responsive Schools 
 Alaska Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 
 Alaska English/Language Arts Standards 
 Alaska Digital Literacy Standards. 

 
The complete text of the standards may be found in the appendix. The following coding is used 
throughout this document to correlate to these standards. 
 
 

 

ALASKA STANDARDS FOR LITERACY IN  
HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES, SCIENCE, & TECHNICAL SUBJECTS 

 

        Content R.KI.2           Number 
        

Content:    strand  
R = Reading 
W = Writing 
SL = Speaking and Listening 
L = Language 
 

Strands:             
CS = Craft and Structure 
IK = Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
KI = Key Ideas and Details 
RR = Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

 
National and Alaska State Standards may be accessed in the Appendix of this document. 



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  1  Section B 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  2  Elementary Overview 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Elementary Overview 
 
Kindergarten: Me and My World 
Kindergarten learners will demonstrate understanding that their world is made up of many 
different groups and places.  These groups and places can change over time.  Kindergartners will 
also understand how people in their lives (including the classroom) and they themselves can 
make positive contributions as group members and/or citizens.  Learners will participate in 
decision-making related to wants and needs.  Finally, learners will discuss the importance of 
rules and appropriate behaviors in and out of the classroom, with opportunities to practice their 
decision-making skills. 
 
Grade 1: My Place in My World 
First grade learners will study their own families, past and present.  They will compare present-
day families and schools to ones of recent and distant past.  Through the discussion of civic 
issues that arise in school, the learners will understand rules, fairness and collective decision-
making.  Learners will make and use simple maps and timelines. 
 
Grade 2: My Local Community 
Learners in second grade will develop a conceptual understanding of community.  They will be 
introduced to the domains of social studies (history, geography, culture, civics, economics, and 
government) through the lens of their local community.  Learners will explore how people, 
places, geography, and events have shaped their Fairbanks area communities historically.  In 
addition, they will become acquainted with local government and current issues. 
 
Grade 3: Alaska: Past, Present, and Future 
Learners will focus on Alaska, past, present, and future. Learners will compare and contrast 
various cultures and regions within the state.  They will also focus on the study of Alaska’s 
history, geography, culture, civics, economics, and government.  Learners will explore the 
Indigenous cultures of Alaska, why and how the first Alaska Natives and Europeans came to the 
area, the United States purchase of Alaska, and how Alaska became a state. The learners will 
also explain the importance of natural resources to Alaska’s economy.  
 
Grade 4: United States Physical and Cultural Geography 
This yearlong study helps develop knowledge of the geography of the United States, continents, 
and oceans to lay the foundation for further social studies explorations.  The learners will 
examine the factors, both physical and cultural, that help define regions in the United States. 
Learners will explore the idea of financial and civic responsibility. Throughout their social 
studies exploration, learners will focus on developing questions and planning inquiries, applying 
disciplinary concepts and tools, evaluating sources and using evidence, and communicating 
conclusions and taking informed action (C3 Framework). 
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Grade 5: Foundations of United States Government and Civic Engagement 
In fifth grade, learners will continue to build their understanding of the location of the United 
States in the context of the world, learn the history of our current governmental system, and learn 
how they can further explore their economic and civic responsibility. It is important to note that 
U.S. history will be re-visited in depth in eighth grade, so learners should leave fifth grade with a 
strong foundation in the following four topics:  

 Geography (continents, oceans, relative and absolute location of each, and our place in 
the world) 

 How our government works and opportunities for civic engagement. 
 History of the United States, focusing on the story of European colonization, interactions 

with Indigenous peoples, and the foundations of American democracy as it relates to 
today. 

 Understanding of economics, how money works, and how that integrates with society, 
culture, and the environment. 

 
Grade 6: Physical and Cultural Geography of Ancient Societies 
Sixth grade Social Studies emphasizes ancient societies in a geographical, historical, political, 
economic, and cultural context.  In this year-long course, learners will: 

 Examine geographical influences on regional development. 
 Use maps, globes, and graphs to gather, analyze and report information. 
 Discuss current events from around the world. 
 Study the history of civilization from prehistoric times to approximately 500 A.D, 

including ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China, Greece, Rome, Maya, Aztec, and 
Inca. 

Learners come to understand how new civilizations began as the needs and beliefs of the people 
changed through time. It is important to note that learners do not repeat the content of this 
curriculum in a later grade, and the content they learn in sixth grade is expected to lay a strong 
foundation for World Studies in high school.
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Elementary Competencies 
 

Core Competencies 
The Social Studies core competencies are fostered and reinforced on every suitable occasion throughout 
the K-12 curriculum. These skills are common across all social studies courses, and learners are expected 
to be able to apply them across the curriculum. All core competencies have been created using the 
College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies State Standards, the National Council 
for Social Studies (NCSS) Standards, the Alaska Literacy Standards, or the Alaska English/Language 
Arts Standards. 
 
The core competencies listed for each grade might vary slightly; learners start these competencies in 
kindergarten and build upon them as they progress through twelfth grade. Geography skills are added to 
the list of competencies starting in seventh grade, and political science and economic competencies are 
added in high school. 
 
Historical Skills 
HS.1  The learner will analyze and integrate primary and secondary sources. 
HS.2  The learner will sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and 

others stay the same. 
HS.3  The learner will use social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions. The learner will 

also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and communicate findings in written and digital formats.  
 
Communication Skills 
CS.1  The learner will refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies 

vocabulary.  
CS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims 

with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
CS.3  The learner will demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and 

defending positions on societal issues, trends, and events, as well as discuss positions and be able 
to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats.  

 
Thinking Skills 
TS.1  The learner will refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills 

to gather, synthesize, and report information using diverse modalities. 
 
Social Skills 
SS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the 

learning of others with a global lens that explores human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical 
practices. 
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Kindergarten Curricular Competencies 
KC.1  The learner will acquire strategies for listening and responding to social studies materials 

and for increasing social studies vocabulary. 
KC.2  The learner will understand and be able to identify their place in their world. 
KC.3  The learner will be able to share and discuss current events within their classroom. 
KC.4  The learner will understand and be able to demonstrate what it means to be a responsible 

citizen within their classroom.   
KC.5  The learner will responsibly use current technology to express their understanding of 

geography, culture, history, government and/or current events. 
KC.6  The learner will be able to compare and contrast their community with others.   
KC.7  The learner can demonstrate an understanding of past events and their connection to the 

present and future.   
KC.8  The learner can demonstrate an understanding of how and why cultures continue and 

change over time. 
KC.9  The learner will develop financial skills with an understanding of making choices with 

limited resources. 
KC.10  The learner will be able to introduce geography and geographical problems through the 

use of different resources. 
 
 
 

First Grade Curricular Competencies 
1C.1  The learner will acquire strategies for listening and responding to social studies materials 

and for increasing social studies vocabulary 
1C.2  The learner can demonstrate an understanding of past events and their connection to the 

present and future. 
1C.3  The learner will develop financial skills with an understanding of making choices with 

limited resources. 
1C.4  The learner will understand and be able to identify their place in their school and the 

world. 
1C.5  The learner will be able to share and discuss currently events within their school. 
1C.6  The learner will understand and be able to demonstrate what it means to be a responsible 

citizen within their school. 
1C.7  The learner will be able to compare and contrast their community with others. 
1C.8  The learner will be able to discuss geography and geographical problems through the use 

of different sources. 
1C.9  The learner will responsibly use currently technology to express their understanding of 

geography, culture, history, government, and/or current events. 
1C.10  The learner can demonstrate an understanding of how and why cultures continue and 

change over time.  
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Second Grade Curricular Competencies 
2C1.  The learner will acquire strategies for reading social studies materials and for increasing 

social studies vocabulary at the second grade level. 
2C2.  The learner will understand and be able to identify their place in the community. 
2C.3  The learner will be able to share and discuss current events within their community 
2C.4  The learner will understand and be able to demonstrate what it means to be a responsible 

citizen within their community. 
2C.5  The learner will use current technology responsibly to demonstrate their understanding of 

geography, culture, history, government, and/or current events. 
2C.6  The learner will be able to compare and contrast their community with other nearby 

communities. 
2C.7  The learner will demonstrate an understanding of past events and their connection to the 

present and future. 
2C.8  The learner will demonstrate an understanding of how and why cultures continue and 

change. 
2C.9  The learner will develop financial skills with an understanding of making choices with 

limited resources. 
2C.10  The learner will be able to discuss and recognize local geography and geographical 

problems through the use of different resources.   
 
 

Third Grade Curricular Competencies 
3C.1  The learner will acquire strategies for reading social studies materials and for increasing 

social studies vocabulary at the appropriate grade level. 
3C.2  The learner will understand and be able to identify their place in the community and state. 
3C.3  The learner will be able to share and discuss current events within their community and 

their state. 
3C.4  The learner will understand and be able to demonstrate what it means to be a responsible 

citizen with their community, including government. 
3C.5  The learner will use current technology responsibly to demonstrate their understanding of 

geography, culture, history, government, and/or current events. 
3C.6  The learner will be able to compare and contrast their community with other communities 

statewide. 
3C.7  The learner can demonstrate an understanding of past events and their connection to the 

present and future. 
3C.8  The learner can demonstrate an understanding of how and why cultures continue to change 

over time. 
3C.9  The learner will develop financial skills with an understanding of making choices with 

limited resources. 
3C.10  The learner will be able to discuss and recognize state geography and geographical 

problems through the use of different resources. 
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Fourth Grade Curricular Competencies 
4C.1 The learner will acquire strategies for reading social studies materials and for increasing 

social studies vocabulary at the appropriate grade level. 
4C.2  The learner will acquire strategies for writing informative texts at the appropriate grade 

level. 
4C.3  The learner will understand and be able to demonstrate what it means to be a responsible 

citizen of the United States. 
4C.4  The learner will be able to share and discuss the relationship between social studies and 

science, technology, and/or society, especially as it relates to current events.  
4C.5  The learner will use current technology responsibly to demonstrate and/or enhance their 

understanding of geography, culture, history, government, and/or current events. 
4C.6  The learner will be able to compare and contrast their state with others. 
4C.7  The learner can demonstrate an understanding of how and why cultures continue and 

change over time. 
4C.8  The learner will be able to interpret geography and analyze geographical problems through 

the use of different resources.  
4C.9  The learner will develop personal financial skills with an understanding of making choices 

with limited resources.  
 
 
 

Fifth Grade Curricular Competencies 
5C.1  The learner will acquire strategies for reading social studies materials and for increasing 

social studies vocabulary at the appropriate grade level. 
5C.2  The learner will be able to share and discuss the relationship between social studies and 

science, technology, and/or society, especially as it relates to current events. 
5C.3  The learner will use current technology responsibly to demonstrate their understanding of 

geography, culture, history, government, and/or current events. 
5C.4  The learner can demonstrate an understanding of how and why cultures continue and 

change over time. 
5C.5  The learner will be able to show an understanding of how humans interpret history. 
5C.6  The learner will demonstrate an understanding of what it means to be a responsible citizen 

of the United States. 
5C.7  The learner will demonstrate an understanding of how the United States government 

functions. 
5C.8  The learner will show an understanding of how to connect the past with the present. 
5C.9  The learner will develop personal financial skills with an understanding of making choices 

with limited resources. 
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Sixth Grade Curricular Competencies 
6C.1  The learner will understand the biological and cultural processes that shape the earliest 

human communities. 
6C.2  The learner will understand the unique features of Asian, North American, European, and 

African civilizations, and how they have impacted and contributed to the development of 
those civilizations. 

6C.3  The learner will understand the political, social, and cultural consequences of population 
movements and militarization in Eurasia and North America in the second millennium BCE. 

6C.4  The learner will understand the civil and human development of various civilizations of 
Asia, Europe, North America, and Africa, from rise to fall. 

6C.5  The learner will understand the economic processes that contributed to the emergence of 
early civilizations of Asia, Europe, North America, and Africa. 

6C.6  The learner will identify and use the methods and tools valued by historians, geographer, 
anthropologists, and archaeologists.  They will also compare the views of historians and 
be able to trace the themes of history.  

 



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  9  Kindergarten 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Kindergarten: Me and My World 

Overview: 
Learners will demonstrate understanding that their world is made up of many different groups and places.  These groups and places can 
change over time.  Kindergarteners will also understand how individuals can make positive contributions as group members and citizens.  
Learners will participate in decision-making related to wants and needs.  Finally, learners will discuss the importance of rules and 
appropriate behaviors in and out of the classroom, with opportunities to practice their decision-making skills. 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Be introduced to primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Be introduced to social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions in written and digital formats. 

 
Communication Skills 
The learner will: 

 Be exposed to strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to verbally communicate key details about text. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in class discussions on societal issues and events. 

 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Be introduced to a variety of sources to gather information. 
 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively. 
 

 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

KC.1  The learner will acquire strategies for 
listening and responding to social studies 
materials and for increasing social studies 
vocabulary. 

 With prompting and support, identify basic 
similarities in and differences between two texts on 
the same topic.  

AKSS 
RI.K.9  

 

 Read aloud and discuss: 
o Chester the Worldly Pig by 

Bill Peet 
o The Best Part of Me by 

Wendy Ewald 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

KC.1 continued…  Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to 
compose informative/ explanatory texts in which they are 
writing about and supply some information about the 
topic. 

 Participate in shared research and writing projects. 
 With guidance and support from adults, recall 

information from experiences or gather information from 
provided sources to answer a question. 

AKSS 
W.K.2,  
W.K.7, 
W.K.8 

 

KC.1  The learner will acquire strategies for listening 
and responding to social studies materials and 
for increasing social studies vocabulary. 

 
KC.3  The learner will be able to share and discuss 

events within their classroom. 
 
KC.7  The learner can demonstrate an understanding 

of past events and their connection to the 
present and future.  

 Distinguish between yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 
 Verbally sequencing the days of the week and months of 

the year. 
 Verbally retell the order of personal and classroom 

events. 

NCSS 
II.a-e, 
V.b, g,  
VI.d, 

VIII.c, 
IX.b, 
X.c-d 

 Build a photo timeline of events 
that happen throughout the 
school year. 

 Place personal and classroom 
events on a class calendar.  

KC.1  The learner will acquire strategies for listening 
and responding to social studies materials and 
for increasing social studies vocabulary. 

 
KC.2  The learner will understand and be able to 

identify their place in their world. 
 
KC.10  The learner will be able to introduce 

geography and geographical problems through 
the use of different resources. 

 Use words to indicate spatial relationships (e.g., use 
vocabulary to discuss specific locations within their 
home, classroom, school, and playground). 

 Describe different features of the Alaskan landscape. 
 State their names, addresses, and phone numbers. 
 Describe or identify a map or globe. 
 Create a simple map of a place meaningful to them.  
 Identify ways that they can take care of or hurt the 

environment. 

NCSS 
II.a-d, 

IV.a-d, f-h, 
V.a, 
VI.e, 
IX.b, 
X.c 

 Construct a class map of the 
school showing hallways and 
location of the office, nurse, 
library, gym, music, etc. 

 Globe and map center 
 Up-cycling and recycling project 
 Alaskan landscape picture 
 Art Center – Art Kits  

(https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8631) 
 Resssycled Snakes 
 First Impressions: Portraits 
 Bill Berry (K- artist) 
 David Mollett (landscape 

art kit) 
  

https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8631


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  11  Kindergarten 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

KC.1  The learner will acquire strategies for 
listening and responding to social studies 
materials and for increasing social studies 
vocabulary. 

 
KC.5  The learner will responsibly use current 

technology to express their understanding of 
geography, culture, history, government, 
and/or current events. 

 
KC.6  The learner will be able to compare and 

contrast their community with others. 
 
KC.8  The learner can demonstrate an 

understanding of how and why cultures 
continue and change over time.  

 Share and listen to family traditions. 
 Describe ways that people can be the same and 

different.  
 Learn about others through books, multimedia, 

interviews, newspapers, and by participating in 
community and school events. 

NCSS 
I.a, c, e, 
II.a-e, 
IV.e, 
V.d, 

VI.b, g, 
VII.f, 

VIII.a, c, 
IX.a, f, 

X.c 

 Share family and ethnic 
traditions 

 Native dancing assembly 
 Read aloud and discuss: 

o Chester the Worldly Pig by 
Bill Peet 

o The Best Part of Me by 
Wendy Ewald 

KC.1  The learner will acquire strategies for 
listening and responding to social studies 
materials and for increasing their social 
studies vocabulary. 

 
KC.4  The learner will understand and be able to 

demonstrate what it means to be a 
responsible citizen within their classroom.  

 Recite the Pledge of Allegiance 
 Work positively together in a group. 
 Contribute to the life of the class and the school. 
 Participate in resolving conflicts and disagreements 

with others. 
 Participate in voting as a group or individually. 

NCSS 
II.a-d, 

VI.a-b, d-e, 
VIII.e, 

X.a-d, f-g, j 

 Daily Pledge of Allegiance 
 Kids Voting 

(https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808)  
 Constitution Day (September 

17) activities 
 Class job 

KC.1  The learner will acquire strategies for 
listening and responding to social studies 
materials and for increasing social studies 
vocabulary. 

 

KC.9  The learner will develop financial skills 
with an understanding of making choices 
with limited resources. 

 Name a job that people have in the home, school, or 
community. 

 Participate in activities as a buyer or seller. 
 Tell the difference between people’s wants and 

needs. 

NCSS 
II.a-d, 

III.a-c, f-g, I, 
VI.h, 

VII.a-b, d-e, g-
h, 

VIII.b, 
IX.d,  X.c 

 Guest speakers 
 Field trips (Safeway, Fred 

Meyers, Walmart, library, fire 
department, etc.) 

 Career Day with parents  
 Foldables®  and  Thinking Maps® 
 Centers/ activities encouraging 

“buying” and “selling” 

https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  12  First Grade 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

First Grade: My Place in My World 

Overview: 
First grade learners will study their own families, past and present.  They will compare present-day families and schools to ones of 
recent and distant past.  Through the discussion of civic issues that arise in school, the learners will understand rules, fairness, and 
collective decision-making.  Learners will make and use simple maps and timelines.  
 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Be introduced to and review primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Be introduced to social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions in written and digital formats. 

 
Communication Skills 
The learner will: 

 Be exposed to strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to verbally retell key details about text. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in class discussions on societal issues and events. 

 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Be introduced to a variety of sources to gather information. 
 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others. 
 

 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

1C.1  The learner will acquire strategies for 
listening and responding to social studies 
materials and for increasing social studies 
vocabulary.  

 Know and use various text features (e.g., 
headings, table of contents, glossaries, electronic 
menus, icons) to locate key facts or information 
in a text. 

AKSS 
RI.1.5-9 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  13  First Grade 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

1C.1  continued…   Identify basic similarities in and differences 
between two texts on the same topic. 

 Write informative/ explanatory texts in which 
they name a topic, supply some facts about the 
topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

 Participate in shared research and writing 
projects. 

 With guidance and support from adults, recall 
information from experiences or gather 
information from provided sources to answer a 
question. 

AKSS 
W.1.2, 

W.1.7-8 

 

1C.2  The learner can demonstrate an 
understanding of past events and their 
connection to the present and future.  

 Collect information about the past through 
interviews, photos, articles, etc.  

 Classify objects or pictures of objects from long 
ago and today. 

 Construct a timeline of events. 
 Measure time by days, weeks, and months, and 

maintain a calendar to track holidays and other 
meaningful events.  

NCSS 
II.a-e, 
V.b, 

VII.c, 
X.c 

 

 Write in a journal about reactions 
to events at school that happened 
yesterday, today, and in 
anticipation of tomorrow’s 
events. 

 Build a classroom timeline that 
illustrates events as they happen 
during the school year. 

 Kids Voting 
(https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808)  

 Interview family members and 
make a poster with family stories 
and copies of old photos. 

 Thinking Maps® (double bubble 
map) to compare how families 
are alike and different 

 Obtain primary resources from 
the Library of Congress website 
(www.loc.gov/teachers) 

  

https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808
http://www.loc.gov/teachers


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  14  First Grade 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

1C.3  The learner will develop financial skills with an 
understanding of making choices with limited 
resources.  

 Explain why people earn, spend, and save money. 
 Give examples of ways that a choice has 

consequences or possible costs. 
 Give examples of goods, resources, and services in 

the community. 

NCSS 
II.a-d, 
III.g, 
VI.h, 

VII.a-b, d-e, g-h 
X.c 

 Newspapers and magazines (e.g., 
Scholastic Weekly Reader) 

 Play “store” or have a classroom 
economic system (e.g., Dojo 
Dollars) 

 Buy choice time activities with 
tokens 

 Read aloud and discuss: 
o The Go-Around Dollar by 

Barbara Johnston Adams 
o If You Make a Million by 

David Schwartz 
o Monster Money Book by 

Loren Leedy 
 Play a game like “Would You 

Rather” - understanding choices 
and costs 

 Junior Achievement  Junior 
Achievement 
(https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-
usa/home) 

1C.4  The learner will understand and be able to 
identify their place in their school and the 
world. 

 
1C.5  The learner will be able to share and discuss 

current events within their school. 
 
1C.6  The learner will understand and be able to 

demonstrate what it means to be a responsible 
citizen within their school.   

 
1C.7  The learner will be able to compare and contrast 

their community with others. 

 Identify one state and one national symbol. 
 List or state one role and one responsibility of 

learners in various groups.  
 Demonstrate positive interaction with group 

members. 
 Explain why rules or laws may be needed to solve a 

problem. 
 Describe characteristics of good leadership and fair 

decision-making. 
 Describe at least one similarity and one difference 

among people. 
 Participate in discussions of current events. 

NCSS 
I.a, e, 
II.a-d, 
IV.a-h, 

V.a, d, g, 
VI.a-b, d-e, 

VIII.e, 
IX.b, 

X.a-d, f-g, j 

 Kids Voting 
(https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808)  

 Constitution Day (September 17) 
activities 

 Daily Pledge of Allegiance 
 Ready aloud and discuss: 

o My Grandma’s the Mayor by 
Margaret Pelligrino 

https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-usa/home
https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-usa/home
https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  15  First Grade 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

1C4 – 1C.7 continued…  Learn and celebrate national holidays. 
 Actively participate in classroom meetings and 

community. 
 Be a good citizen of the classroom by working 

independently and cooperatively. 

   

1C.8  The learner will be able to discuss geography 
and geographical problems through the use of 
different sources. 

 
1C.9  The learner will responsibly use current 

technology to express their understanding of 
geography, culture, history, government, and/or 
current events. 

 Identify the town and state of residence. 
 Identify characteristics of a neighborhood or 

community, such as landmarks, maps, and 
photographs, using a variety of resources, including 
digital and online resources. 

 Use a map and terms related to location, direction, 
and distance (e.g., up/down, left/right, near/far, 
here/there, north/south, east/west). 

 Use a simple map to find a location or object. 
 Create a map as a representation of space. 
 Locate Alaska on a map and globe. 
 Use appropriate resources to answer geographical 

questions. 

NCSS 
II.a-d, 
VI.g, 

IX.a, f,  
X.c 

 Use clay to build models of basic 
landforms 

 Cut out a paper shape of Alaska 
and place it accurately on various 
maps around the classroom 
playing “Where’s Alaska?” 

 Layer Foldables® to illustrate 
neighborhood, town, state, etc. 

1C.10  The learner can demonstrate an understanding 
of how and why cultures continue and change 
over time. 

 Recognize that Alaska has several unique 
Indigenous cultures that began in the past and 
continue today.  

 Define the concept of respect, using their own 
words. 

 Participate in classroom, school, or community 
events that celebrate traditions and cultures. 

NCSS 
I.c, e, 
II.a-e, 
VII.f, 

VIII.a, c, 
IX.a, 
X.c 

 Newspapers and magazines (e.g., 
Scholastic Weekly Reader) 

 Read aloud and discuss the 
following series by Norah Dooley: 

o Everybody Bakes Bread 
Everybody Cooks Rice  

o Everybody Makes Soup  
 Art Center – Art Kits 

(https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8631) 
o African Houses 
o Everyone Draws Differently 
o Fairbanks First Family 
o My Community Square 
o Layers of Land 

 

https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8631


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  16  Second Grade 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Second Grade: My Local Community 

Overview: 

Learners in second grade will develop a conceptual understanding of community.  They will be introduced to the domains of social 
studies (history, geography, culture, civics, economics, and government) through the lens of their local community.  Learners will 
explore how people, geography, and events have shaped the Fairbanks area communities throughout history.  In addition, they will 
become acquainted with local government and current issues.   
 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Use primary sources and be introduced to secondary resources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Be introduced to social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather and interpret issues, 

and communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 
Communication Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts and support claims with reasoning and explicit evidence. 

Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting positions on societal issues, trends, and events as 
well as discuss and be able to listen to differing viewpoints. 

 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report 
information using diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a community lens 
that explores human, culture, societal issues, and ethical practices. 

 
  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  17  Second Grade 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

2C.1  The learner will acquire strategies for reading 
social studies materials and for increasing 
socials studies vocabulary at the second 
grade level. 

 Recount stories, including fables and folktales 
from diverse cultures, and determine their 
central message, lesson, or moral. 

 Compare and contrast two or more versions of 
the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by 
different authors and/or from different cultures. 

 Describe the connection between a series of 
historical events. 

 Know and use various text features (e.g., 
captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, 
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to efficiently 
locate key facts or information about a text. 

 Explain how specific images contribute to and 
clarify a text. 

 Use explicit evidence from the text to support 
claims. 

AKSS 
RL.2.2,  
RL.2.9, 
RI.2.3, 
RI.2.5, 
RI.2.7 

 FNSBSD Picturing Fairbanks 
 FNSBSD Goldmines and 

Pipelines 
 Scholastic News Weekly Reader 
 Read and discuss: 

o Children of the Gold Rush 
by Jane Haigh 

o A Walk Through Early 
Fairbanks  by Shirley 
Kaltenbach’s 3rd grade class 
(1997) 

o Seven Wonders of Sassafras 
Springs by Betty Birney 

2C.2  The learner will understand and be able to 
identify their place in the community.  

 Describe personal changes over time. 
 Describe personal connections to the Fairbanks 

area. 
 Identify elders as the experienced leaders in the 

community. 

NCSS 
IV.a-d, f-h, 

V.a-b, 
VI.e, 

VII.d,  IX.b 

 Personal timeline 
 Beading with an elder 
 Respecting Ethnic and Cultural 

Heritage (REACH) lessons on 
elders 

2C.3  The learner will be able to share and discuss 
current events within their community. 

 Use primary and secondary sources to share 
local current events. 

NCSS 
II.d,  V.g,  VI.d-e, 

IX.b, IX.f,  
X.c-d, X.i 

  

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  18  Second Grade 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

2C.4  The learner will understand and be able to 
demonstrate what it means to be a 
responsible citizen within their community. 

 Participate in activities that define and practice 
respect.  

 Define diversity using their own words. 
 Recognize that government leaders in a 

community are elected through a voting process, 
and participate where appropriate.  

 Recognize local government leaders and 
branches of local government and their basic 
functions. 

 Express the connection between rules and laws, 
and why they are needed in a community. 

 Practice different roles and responsibilities 
within a group. 

 Actively participate in the classroom 
community, be a good citizen of the classroom 
by working independently and cooperatively, 
and be an active listener. 

NCSS 
II.f, 
V.c, 

VI.a-b, d-e, 
VII.e, 

X.a-b, d-j 

 Kids Voting 
(https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808)  

 Vote in the classroom 
 Student Council 
 Class meetings 
 Explore the Constitution of the 

United States and explain that it 
is the law of the land. 

 Constitution Day (September 17) 

2C.5  The learner will use current technology 
responsibly to demonstrate their 
understanding of geography, culture, history, 
government, and/or current events. 

 Write informative/ explanatory texts in which 
they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions 
to develop points supported by explicit 
evidence, and provide a concluding statement or 
section.  

 Gather research and interpret information for 
writing projects. 

 Recall information from experiences or other 
information from provided sources to answer a 
question. 

 Use maps, globes, and/or Google Earth to locate 
the Fairbanks area communities. 

AKSS 
W.2.2, .7, .8 

 
NCSS 
II.a, c, 

V.f, 
VI.g, 

IX.a, f 

 Research an Alaskan natural 
resource, historical event, etc. 

  

https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  19  Second Grade 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

2C.6  The learner will be able to compare and 
contrast their community with other nearby 
communities. 

 Compare and contrast Fairbanks with North 
Pole, and/or Salcha, Two Rivers, Ester, Fort 
Wainwright, Eielson AFB, etc.  

NCSS 
I.a, e, 
IV.e, 

V.d-e,  VI.b 

 Work together as a class to make 
a map or mural of the 
communities of Tanana Valley 

2C.7  The learner will demonstrate an 
understanding of past events and their 
connection to the present and future.   

 Sequence historical events. 
 Learn about and develop historical timelines. 
 Relate the contributions of local Indigenous 

peoples and early settlers to the development of 
the Fairbanks area. 

 Ask who, what, why, where, and when about 
historical events in the Fairbanks area. 

 Learn about Indigenous land acknowledgements 
as a recognition of the relationship between 
Indigenous peoples and the land, historically 
and current. 

 Identify ways culture is expressed in their 
communities, such as celebrations, legends, and 
traditions. 

NCSS 
IV.a-d, f-h, 

V.a-b, 
VI.e, 
VII.d, 
IX.b 

 Fairbanks history play from UA 
Museum of the North 

 Develop timelines or multi-flow 
Thinking Maps® to represent 
each group that contributed to the 
development of Fairbanks, and a 
local chronological history.  

 Construct a timeline of major 
historical events that have 
influenced Fairbanks area 
history. 

 Explain why Fairbanks area 
holidays and events are important 
to our communities (e.g., Golden 
Days, Winter Solstice, Summer 
Solstice, Equinox, Yukon Quest). 

2C.8  The learner will demonstrate an 
understanding of how and why cultures 
continue and change. 

 Identify and describe how events and people 
have shaped the Fairbanks area. 

NCSS 
II.c, e-f,  V.b, 
VI.e,  VIII.c, 

IX.a, f 

 Alaska Room field trip 
 Morris Thompson field trip 
 Art Center – Art Kits 

(https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8631) 
o Chena River Appreciation 
o Fairbanks Flying History 
o Fairbanks River Travel 
o Murals: Community Art 
o Postcards from Alaska 
o Painting Fairbanks History 

  

https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8631


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  20  Second Grade 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

2C.9  The learner will develop financial skills with 
an understanding of making choices with 
limited resources. 

 Identify some goods and services that are 
provided by the local government and by other 
producers in the Fairbanks area. 

 Differentiate between producer and consumer, 
and give examples of each in the Fairbanks area. 

 Explain that local Indigenous peoples have 
subsisted on available goods gathered or hunted 
during each season.  

 Use “I messages” to communicate personal 
wants and needs. 

NCSS 
III.g-h, j-k, 

VI.c, h, 
VII.a-e, g-j, 

VIII.c-d, 
IX.d-e,  

X.g 

 Junior Achievement  Junior 
Achievement 
(https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-
usa/home) 

 Make a Thinking Map® tree 
with goods and services 
provided by local government. 

 Council for Economic 
Education (www.econedlink.org) 

 Play “Twenty Questions” on 
goods and services 

 Design your own community 
with services 

2C.10  The learner will be able to discuss and 
recognize local geography and geographical 
problems through the use of different 
sources. 

 Recognize the names and locations of the 
Fairbanks area communities and borough (e.g., 
Chena River, Tanana Valley).  

 Explain the impact location (Chena River, 
Tanana River, etc.) for the Indigenous peoples 
and current populations of the Fairbanks area. 

 Use a compass rose, including the cardinal 
direction, and a map key/legend to interpret 
information on maps and globes.  

NCSS 
I.b, d,  

III.a-f, h-j, 
VIII.b-c, 
IX.d-e 

 Work together as a class to 
make a map or mural of the 
communities of the Tanana 
Valley. 

 

https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-usa/home
https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-usa/home
http://www.econedlink.org/


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  21  Third Grade 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Third Grade: Alaska – Past, Present, & Future 

Overview: 

Learners will focus on Alaska – past, present, and future.  Learners will compare and contrast various cultures and regions within the 
state.  They will also focus on the study of Alaska’s history, geography, culture, civics, economics, and government.  Learners will 
explore the Indigenous cultures of Alaska, why and how the first Alaska Natives and Europeans came to the area, the United States 
purchase of Alaska, and how Alaska became a state. The learners will also explain the importance of natural resources to Alaska’s 
economy. 
 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Use primary and secondary resources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 
Communication Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with reasoning and explicit and implicit 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting positions on societal issues, trends, and events, 

as well as discuss and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats with the intent 
to understand.  

 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information 
using diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a community and 
state lens that explores human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 

 
  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  22  Third Grade 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & Suggested 
Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested activities and key 
concepts/ vocabulary. 

3C.1  The learner will acquire strategies for 
reading social studies materials and for 
increasing social studies vocabulary at 
the appropriate grade level. 

 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, 
and myths from diverse cultures. The learner 
will determine the central message, lesson, or 
moral, and explain how it is conveyed 
through key details in the text. 

 Describe the relationship between a series of 
historical events using language that pertains 
to time, sequence, and cause and effect. 

 Use text features and search tools (e.g., key 
words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to efficiently 
locate information relevant to a given topic. 

 Identify different types of primary and 
secondary sources, and understand the 
benefits and limitations both bring to the 
study of history (e.g., interviews, 
biographies, magazine articles, eyewitness 
news accounts). 

 Identify expressions of culture in Alaska 
through analysis of various modes, such as 
poems, songs, dances, stories, sculptures, and 
photographs. 

 Read and interpret historic maps and 
timelines. 

 Construct and read a variety of effective 
representations of Earth, such as maps, 
globes, and photographs. 

 Use grid systems to locate places on maps 
and globes.  

AKSS 
RL.3.2, .3, .5 

 
NCSS 
II.a-d 

 FNSBSD Picturing Fairbanks 
 FNSBSD Goldmines and Pipelines 
 Create a 3D map of Alaska and paint 

water and landforms. 
 Look at a variety of maps, and classify 

them according to purpose. 
 Create and color a physical and political 

map of Alaska. 
 Explore Google Earth 
 Timelines 
 Library of Congress primary resource 

website (https://www.loc.gov/) 
 Art Center – Art Kits 

o Benny Benson & My Personal Flag 
o Fairbanks Centennial Bridge 

  

https://www.loc.gov/


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  23  Third Grade 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & Suggested 
Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested activities and key 
concepts/ vocabulary. 

3C.2  The learner will understand and be able to 
identify their place in the community and 
state. 

 Identify problems and propose solutions in 
the local community, state, nation, or world. 

 Identify ways people can influence their local 
community and organize solutions through 
their actions (e.g., letters to community 
leaders and legislators, testimony to city 
councils and/or the School Board, letters to 
the editor, responsible use of social media 
platforms). 

NCSS 
IV.a-d, f-h, 

V.a-b, 
VI.e, 
VII.d, 
IX.b 

 Alaska holidays and events (e.g., Seward 
Day, Alaska Day, Iditarod) 

 Kids Voting 
(https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808)  

 Voting for Student Council 
 Visit Borough Assembly chambers and/or 

have city and borough mayors visit 
classroom 

 Invite an elder or pioneer to speak to the 
class. 

3C.3  The learner will be able to share and 
discuss current events within their 
community and their state. 

 Identify facts and opinions. They will also 
explain why each is a fact or opinion in 
order to maintain awareness of current 
events in their community and inform their 
choices and actions as citizens. 

 Identify multiple perspectives in historic and 
current events. 

 Actively participate in classroom meetings 
and community. 

 Be a good citizen of the classroom by 
working independently and cooperatively. 

NCSS 
II.d, 
V.g, 

VI.d-e, 
IX.b, f, 
X.c-d, i 

 News magazines (e.g., Scholastic News 
Weekly Reader, Newsela, Tween 
Tribune) 

 http://www.TeachingTolerance.org 

3C.4  The learner will understand and be able to 
demonstrate what it means to be a 
responsible citizen within their 
community, including government.  

 Describe and define the rights, principles, 
and responsibilities of citizenship in the 
United States and the state of Alaska (e.g., 
right to vote, the responsibility to obey the 
law). 

 Describe how rules and laws are created in 
the state of Alaska. 

 Identify key documents on which state and 
United States laws are based, and where to 
find them (e.g., Alaska State Constitution,  
 

NCSS 
II.f, 
V.c, 

VI.a-b, d-e, 
VIII.e, 

X.a-b, d-j 

 Constitution Day (September 17) 
 Study of Elizabeth Peratrovich and 

William Paul 
 https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/2881  

https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808
http://www.teachingtolerance.org/
https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/2881
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & Suggested 
Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested activities and key 
concepts/ vocabulary. 

3C.4 continued… Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights, 
Constitution of the United States). 

 Identify state government leaders and the 
three branches of state government, and 
explain their basic functions.  

 Describe how government decisions impact 
and/or relate to their lives, and how they can 
influence these decisions as citizens of the 
state. 

   

3C.5  The learner will use current technology 
responsibly to demonstrate their 
understanding of geography, culture, 
history, government, and/or current 
events. 

 Write informative/ explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly.  

 Conduct short research projects that build 
knowledge about a topic. 

 Recall information from experiences or 
gather information from print and digital 
sources; take brief notes on sources and sort 
evidence into provided categories.  

 Practice and encourage others in safe, legal, 
and ethical behavior when using technology 
and interacting online, with guidance from 
an educator. 

AKSS 
W.3.2, 3.7, 3.8 

 
AKDL 

3-5.DC.2 
 

NCSS 
II.a, c, 
V.f, 
VI.g, 

IX.a, f 
 

 Pen Pals (written, Skype, voice thread) 
from other schools (rural Alaska) 

 AK Digital Citizenship Week 
(https://education.alaska.gov/digital-citizenship) 

 Google - Be Internet Awesome 
(https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us) 

3C.6  The learner will be able to compare and 
contrast their community with other 
communities statewide. 

 Compare and contrast key communities in 
Alaska (e.g., Fairbanks, Anchorage, Juneau, 
Nome). 

NCSS 
I.a, e,  IV.e, 
V.d, e,  VI.b 

  

3C.7  The learner can demonstrate an 
understanding of past events and their 
connection to the present and future. 

 Describe ways that life in Alaska has 
changed and stayed the same over time; 
explain why these changes have occurred. 
(In what ways would the life of a child three 
hundred years ago be different from the life 
of a child today?  What factors have 
contributed to these differences?) 

NCSS 
II.c, e-f, 

V.b, 
VI.e,  

VIII.c, 
IX.a, f 

 University of Alaska – Fairbanks 
Museum of the North 

 Interview an older family or community 
member to see how their community 
and lifestyle changed over time 
(changes in technology or other events). 

https://education.alaska.gov/digital-citizenship
https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & Suggested 
Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested activities and key 
concepts/ vocabulary. 

3C.7 continued…  Explain the differences between historic and 
present day objects in Alaska, evaluating 
how the use of the object and the object 
itself has changed over time (e.g., compare 
modes of transportation used in past and 
present exploration in order to evaluate the 
impact and events of those changes). 

 Learn about Indigenous land 
acknowledgements as a recognition of the 
relationship between Indigenous peoples and 
the land, historically and current. 

   

3C.8  The learner can demonstrate an 
understanding of how and why cultures 
continue to change over time. 

 Identify how location influences cultural 
traits across various regions of Alaska (e.g., 
compare clothing, food, architecture, and art 
in relation to location). 

 Describe the contributions of various 
cultural groups to our state and country, both 
past and present. 

 Identify ways in which culture in Alaska has 
changed over time.  

NCSS 
I.c, e, 
II.e,  

V.b, f, 
VII.f, 

VIII.a, c, 
IX.a 

 Alaska Native Education Program 
 Alaska Room 
 Invite an elder or pioneer to speak to the 

class 
 Host a potlatch 
 Alaska Native kits 

(http://destiny.k12northstar.org/) 
 Make Alaskan Native artifacts (e.g., 

drum, canoe, fish wheel) 
 Present a wax museum on an Alaskan 

pioneer 
 UAF Sustaining Indigenous and Local 

Knowledge, Arts, and Teaching (SILKAT) 
(https://sites.google.com/alaska.edu/silkathome 
?scrlybrkr=69b1fedb) 

3C.9  The learner will develop financial skills 
with an understanding of making choices 
with limited resources. 

 Identify resources of the state of Alaska, and 
how these resources have changed over 
time.  

 Identify the types of decisions that are made 
about resources, and how decisions about 
managing scarce resources are made at the 
individual, local, and state levels. 

NCSS 
III.g-h, j-k, 

VI.c, h, 
VII.a-e, g-j. 

VIII.c-d, 
IX.d-e, 

X.g 

 Identify natural resources of Alaska 
 Have learners track the price of Alaska 

crude oil and make a graph; consider 
tracking local gasoline/ heating oil 
prices at the same time. 

 Track the path of a selected Alaskan 
export/ import  

http://destiny.k12northstar.org/
https://sites.google.com/alaska.edu/silkathome?scrlybrkr=69b1fedb
https://sites.google.com/alaska.edu/silkathome?scrlybrkr=69b1fedb
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & Suggested 
Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested activities and key 
concepts/ vocabulary. 

3C.9 continued…     Take Charge America third grade 
money lessons 
(https://www.takechargeamerica.org/financial-
education/teaching-resources/third-grade/) 

 Junior Achievement 
(https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-usa/home) 

 Alaska Fish and Game curriculum 
resources 
(http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg= 

 curricula.awc) 
3C.10  The learner will be able to discuss and 

recognize state geography and 
geographical problems through the use 
of different resources.   

 Study factors such as landforms, weather, 
population distribution, land use, climate, 
and transportation to identify regional 
differences and similarities in Alaska. 

 Explain how climate and physical features 
impact the ways of life in different regions 
of Alaska. 

 Recognize patterns in settlement, migration, 
and land use in Alaska, and connect them to 
the geographical features and environment. 

NCSS 
I.b, d, 

III.a-f, h-j, 
VIII.b-c 
IX.d-e 

 Alaska region study of geography, 
climate, and people 

 Learn about the Alaska Railroad, 
ALCAN Highway, pipeline, and/or 
Valdez oil spill 

 Art Center – Art Kits 
(http://destiny.k12northstar.org/) 

o Alaskan Animals 
o Birch Poetree 
o Caribou on the Tundra 
o Chena River Appreciation 
o Fairbanks River Travel 
o Raven Sculptures 

 

https://www.takechargeamerica.org/financial-education/teaching-resources/third-grade/
https://www.takechargeamerica.org/financial-education/teaching-resources/third-grade/
https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-usa/home
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=curricula.awc
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=curricula.awc
http://destiny.k12northstar.org/
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Fourth Grade: United States Physical and Cultural Geography 

Overview: 

This yearlong study helps develop knowledge of the geography of the United States, continents, and oceans to lay the foundation for 
further social studies explorations.  The learners will examine the factors, both physical and cultural, that help define regions in the 
United States. Learners will explore the idea of financial and civic responsibility. Throughout their social studies exploration, learners 
will focus on developing questions and planning inquiries, applying disciplinary concepts and tools, evaluating sources and using 
evidence, and communicating conclusions and taking informed action (C3 Framework). 
 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary and secondary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions.  The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 
Communication Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with reasoning and explicit and implicit 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, 

trends, and events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and 
digital formats. 

 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report 
information using diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a national lens that 
explores human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices.  
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

4C.1  The learner will acquire strategies for reading 
social studies materials and for increasing 
social studies vocabulary at the appropriate 
grade level. 

 Explain events in a historical text, including 
what happened and why, based on specific 
information in the text. 

 Compare and contrast a firsthand (primary 
source) and secondhand (secondary source) 
account of the same event or topic. 

 Interpret information presented visually, orally, 
or quantitatively (e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, 
timelines, animations, or interactive elements on 
webpages), and explain how the information 
contributes to an understanding of the text in 
which it appears. 

 Integrate information from two texts on the 
same topic in order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably. 

AKSS 
RI.4.3, 
RI.4.6, 
RI.4.7, 
RI.4.9  

 Historical fiction book report 
from a chosen state 

 Read poetry that reflects 
Americana  

4C.2  The learner will acquire strategies for writing 
informational texts at the appropriate grade 
level. 

 Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine 
a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly. 

 Conduct short research projects that build 
knowledge through investigation of different 
aspects of a topic. 

 Recall relevant information from experiences or 
gather relevant information from print and 
digital sources; take notes and categorize 
information, and provide a list of sources. 

 Draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

AKSS 
W.4.2, 

W.4.7 - 4.9 

 Learners research and report on 
a state of their choice 

 Historical fiction book report 
from a chosen state 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

4C.3  The learner will understand and be able to 
demonstrate what it means to be a 
responsible citizen of the United States. 

 Develop a knowledge that the United States 
government is a democratic republic, and that it 
is based on three branches of government. 

 Review the Constitution of the United States 
and the relevance of this document. 

 Using the knowledge of a democratic republic, 
develop an understanding of the purpose of 
government. 

 Identify current national government officials 
(e.g., president, vice president, state senators, 
and U.S. representatives). 

 Understand how change can be brought forth 
through voting in our government elections 
(e.g., local, state, and/or national elections). 

 Actively participate in classroom meetings and 
community. 

 Be a good citizen of the classroom by working 
independently and cooperatively. 

NCSS 
VI.b, e, 
X.a-b 

 Kids Voting 
(https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808)  

 Constitution Day (September 17) 
activities 

 Participate in Student Council 
 Visit the United States 

Congressional office 
 Write a letter to an United States 

senator or representative 
 Journeys 

o Unit 1, Lesson 1 
o Unit 1, Lesson 2 
o Unit 5, Lesson 22 

4C.4  The learner will be able to share and discuss 
the relationship between social studies and science, 
technology, and/or society, especially as it relates 
to current events. 

 Discuss how science, technology, and societal 
issues affect how the United States make 
decisions. 

 Use various forms of media to research current 
local, state, and national news stories. 

 Share and discuss possible cause and effect 
implications of current events. 

NCSS 
III.j, 
IV.g, 
V.e, 

IX.b-f 

 News magazines (e.g., 
Scholastic News Weekly 
Reader) 

4C.5  The learner will use current technology 
responsibly to demonstrate and/or enhance 
their understanding of geography, culture, 
history, government, and/or current events. 

 Identify expressions of culture in the United 
States through analysis of various modes of 
expression such as poems, songs, dances, 
stories, paintings, and photographs. 

NCSS 
III.b-c 

 Google Earth 
(https://www.google.com/earth/index.html) 

 Use the internet to make virtual 
tours of states and regions. 

 Mystery Skype 
 Read poetry that reflects 

Americana 

https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808
https://www.google.com/earth/index.html
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

4C.5 continued…  Through the use of current technology, identify 
characteristics of states using resources such as 
natural and physical landmarks. 

 Through the use of current technology, locate 
physical and political regions of the United 
States (Plains, New England, Pacific Northwest, 
Polar, South Pacific, etc.). 

 Use internet research to report on geography, 
culture, history, and current events. 

  Play songs that represent the 
American experience 

4C.6  The learner will be able to compare and 
contrast their state with others. 

 Study factors such as weather, population 
distribution, land use, natural resources, climate, 
and transportation to identify regional 
differences and similarities in the United States. 

 Describe cultural elements that are shared by 
Americans, as well as some of the differences 
that contribute to cultural diversity within the 
United States. 

 Compare and contrast how climate, physical 
features, and natural resources impact the ways 
of life in the different regions of the United 
States. 

NCSS 
I.a-b, d-e, 

IX.b 

 Study United States region 
maps that have various purposes 
(e.g., population, climate, or 
industry); compare and contrast. 

 Learners research and report on 
a state of their choice. 

 “Mail Race” 
(https://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/ 
publications/articles/yl_200219.pdf) 

 "Flat Stanley" state project 
(http://www.flatstanleyproject.com/)  

 Mystery Skype 

4C.7  The learner can demonstrate an 
understanding of how and why cultures 
continue and change over time. 

 Identify how location influences cultural traits 
across various regions of the United States (e.g., 
comparing clothing, food, architecture, and art 
in relation to location). 

 Describe the contributions of various cultural 
groups to the United States, both past and 
present (Native Americans, African Americans, 
Mexican Americans, etc.). 

 Utilize primary and secondary sources to 
identify ways in which culture in the United 
States has changed over time. 

NCSS 
II.b-c, e 

 Use primary and secondary 
resources to explain cultural 
change in the United States. 

 Project-based learning to 
discover contributions of 
cultural groups 

https://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/publications/articles/yl_200219.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/publications/articles/yl_200219.pdf
http://www.flatstanleyproject.com/
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

4C.7 continued…  Demonstrate respect for the opinions, 
backgrounds, and cultures of others. 

 Learn about Indigenous land acknowledgements 
as a recognition of the relationship between 
Indigenous peoples and the land, historically 
and current. 

  

4C.8  The learner will be able to interpret 
geography and analyze geographical 
problems through the use of different 
resources. 

 Develop knowledge of the locations of the 
continents, oceans, the U.S. states and 
territories, and major U.S. landforms and water 
bodies as a foundation for asking geographic 
questions. 

 Identify characteristics of states using resources 
such as natural and physical landmarks. 

 Locate the regions of the United States. 
 Locate select cities and states of historical and 

current importance using absolute and relative 
location (e.g., Washington, D.C. and New York 
City). 

 Read a variety of effective representations of the 
Earth, such as maps, to include estimating 
distance and calculating scale. 

 Use grid systems to locate places on maps and 
globes. 

 Create and develop maps with physical and 
political features, and understand how and why 
maps are changing documents. 

 Examine the interaction of human beings and 
their physical environment dependent on region 
(e.g., plugging cars in for the cold in the polar 
region). 

NCSS 
II.a, 

III.b-c, e, h 

 Learners mark places they have 
lived or visited on a map of the 
United States. 

 Google Earth 
(https://www.google.com/earth/)  

 Locate states and their capitals 
on a blank outline map. 

 Participate in the Geography Bee 
(https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8805)  
 Art Center – Art Kits 

(http://destiny.k12northstar.org/)  

  

https://www.google.com/earth/
https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8805
http://destiny.k12northstar.org/
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

4C.9  The learner will develop personal financial 
skills with an understanding of making 
choices with limited resources. 

 Explore and demonstrate the role of money in 
our everyday lives. 

 Provide examples of how scarcity and choice 
determine economic decisions. 

 Identify example of public goods and services.  
 Identify examples of institutions that make up 

economic systems (e.g., families, workers, 
banks, and small companies). 

 Discuss the exchange of goods and services 
between regions. 

NCSS 
VII.a, c-d, g 

 Junior Achievement  Junior 
Achievement 
(https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-
usa/home) 

 Use Thinking Maps® to show 
movement of goods and 
services. 

 Take Charge America 
(https://www.takechargeamerica.org/)  

 Art Center – Art Kits 
(http://destiny.k12northstar.org/) 

o Empty Bowls 
 Journeys 

o Unit 1, Lesson 4 
 

https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-usa/home
https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-usa/home
https://www.takechargeamerica.org/
http://destiny.k12northstar.org/
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Fifth Grade: Foundations of United Stated Government & Civic Engagement 

Overview: 

In fifth grade, learners will continue to build their understanding of the location of the United States in the context of the world, learn 
the history of our current governmental system, and learn how they can further explore their economic and civic responsibility. It is 
important to note that U.S. history will be re-visited in depth in eighth grade, so learners should leave fifth grade with a strong 
foundation in the following four topics:  

 Geography (continents, oceans, relative and absolute location of each, and our place in the world) 
 How our government works and opportunities for civic engagement. 
 History of the United States, focusing on the story of European colonization, interactions with Indigenous peoples, and the 

foundations of American democracy as it relates to today. 
 Understanding of economics, how money works, and how that integrates with society, culture, and the environment. 

 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary and secondary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions.  The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 
Communication Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and 

sufficient evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, 

and events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital 
formats. 

 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information 
using diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that 
explores human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

5C.1  The learner will acquire strategies for reading 
social studies materials and for increasing 
social studies vocabulary at the appropriate 
grade level.  

 Develop vocabulary strategies to understand: 
o Landforms, geographic features, absolute and 

relative location, etc. 
o Associations of past, present, future, and long 

ago (e.g., BCE and CE). 
 While studying different groups, societies, and 

cultures, use informational text structures 
(cause/effect, compare/contrast, sequence, etc.) 
to understand social studies content. 

NCSS 
I.a,  

II.b-d, 
III.e 

 See vocabulary lists in the 
appendix 

 Read and discuss: 
o Encounter by Jane Yolen 
o Baseball Saved Us by Ken 

Mochizuki 
o Lily’s Crossing by Patricia 

Reilly Giff 
o Esperanza Rising by Pam 

Munoz Ryan 
o A Boy No More by Harry 

Marzar 
o The Watsons go to 

Birmingham by Christopher 
Paul Curtis 

o Morning Girl by Michael 
Dorris 

o Voices in the Park by 
Anthony Browne  

5C.2  The learner will be able to share and discuss 
the relationship between social studies and 
science, technology, and/or society, especially 
as it relates to current events. 

 Use various forms of media to research current 
local, state, national, and/or global events. 
Instructors should consider incorporating some of 
the following topics so learners will begin to 
develop an understand of: 

o Reasons individuals might respond to events 
in different ways. 

o Locations on a map of current events. 
o Regional economic concepts related to events 

(supply/demand, cost of living, etc.). 
o Examples of conflict, cooperation, and 

interdependence among individuals, groups,  

AKSS 
SL.5.1, 

5.2, 5.4, 5.5 
 

NCSS 
IV.g, 

VI.f, g, 
VII.i, 

IX.b-d, f, 
X.c 

 News magazines (e.g., 
Scholastic News, Newsela, 
Weekly Reader) 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

5C.2 continued… and nations, and the factors that contribute to 
cooperation or cause disputes. 

o The role of technology in conflict. 
o Issues of public concern from multiple points 

of view. 
o Causes, consequences, and possible solutions 

to persistent, contemporary, and emerging 
global issues, such as pollution and 
endangered species. 

o Concerns, issues, standards, and conflicts 
related to universal human rights (e.g., 
treatment of children, religious groups, 
effects of war). 

o Ways that the earth’s physical features have 
changed over time in the local region and 
beyond, and how these changes may be 
connected to one another. 

o Social and economic effects of environmental 
changes and crisis resulting from phenomena 
such as floods, storms, and drought.  

 Laws and policies that govern scientific and 
technological applications, such as the 
Endangered Species Act and environmental 
protection policies. 

   

5C.3  The learner will use current technology 
responsibly to demonstrate their 
understanding of geography, culture, history, 
government, and/or current events. 

 Use appropriate resources, data sources, and 
geographic tools (e.g., atlases, databases, grid 
systems, charts, graphs, and maps) to generate, 
manipulate and interpret information, estimate 
distance, and calculate scale. 

 Interpret, use, and distinguish various 
representations of earth (e.g., maps, globes, and 
photographs). 

AKSS 
SL.5.4 

 
NCSS 
I.a, d, 
III.a-d 

 News magazines (e.g., 
Scholastic News Weekly 
Reader) 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

5C.3 continued…  Constrict and use maps of locales, regions, and 
the world that demonstrate understanding of 
relative location, directions, size, and shape. 

 Report on a topic or text, or present an opinion, 
sequencing ideas logically, and use appropriate 
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support 
main ideas or themes. 

 Demonstrate respect for opinions, backgrounds, 
and cultures of others. 

 Describe similarities and differences in the ways 
groups, societies, and cultures address human 
needs and concerns, considering the influence of 
physical environment and social conditions. 

   

5C.4  The learner can demonstrate an understanding 
of how and why cultures continue and change 
over time. 

 Explore the cultures of early Americans, building 
on the foundations learned in fourth grade, in 
order to understand the context of the early 
colonial era leading up to the American 
Revolution.  Learners will also understand how 
and why early colonist founded a republican form 
of government.  Instructors should consider 
incorporating the following topics, so learners 
will begin to develop an understanding of: 

o Culture, expressed through language, 
stories, folktales, music, and artistic 
creations. Learners will apply that 
understanding to the historical context of 
early United States history, as compared to 
today. 

o Group and institutional influences (such as 
religious beliefs, laws, and peer pressure) on  
people, events, and elements of culture. 

NCSS 
I.c, 

III.f, h-j, 
V.b, f, 
IX.a 

 Timeline of major events in 
U.S. history. 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

5C.4 continued…  Develop an understanding of human-environment 
interactions in the historical context of the early 
United States as compared to today. 

o What types of homes and structures have 
people built? 

o What environmental factors led to those 
choices? 

 What impacts have resulted from those 
developments? 

   

5C.5  The learner will be able to show an 
understanding of how humans interpret 
history. 

 Compare and contrast different stories or 
accounts about past events, people, places, or 
situations, and identify how these contribute to 
our understanding of the past.   

 Give example of how experiences may be 
interpreted differently by people from diverse 
cultural perspectives and frames of reference. 

o Identify attitudes, values, and behaviors of 
people in different historical contexts (e.g., 
What values of the time period justified 
denying women the right to vote?). 

o Identify and describe examples of tensions 
between and among individuals, groups, or 
institutions, and how belonging to more 
than one group can cause internal conflicts. 

o Identify and describe example of tensions 
between individuals’ beliefs and 
government policies and laws. 

NCSS 
I.b, 

II.a, e, 
V.d-e 

 Re-enact immigrant entry into 
Ellis Island and the port of San 
Francisco 

 Dramatize significant events of 
the American Revolution  
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

5C.6  The learner will demonstrate an understanding 
of what it means to be a responsible citizen of 
the United States. 

 Work independently and cooperatively to 
accomplish goals. 

 Describe and define the rights, principles, and 
responsibilities of citizenship in the United 
States.  Instructors should consider incorporating 
the following content: 

o The right to vote, responsibility to obey the 
laws, and the actions citizens take to 
influence public policy. 

o Roles as learned behavior patterns in group 
situations, such as student, family member, 
peer play group member, or club member. 

o Personal points of view on issues that affect 
themselves and society, and explain an 
opposing point of view (bullies, victims, 
witnesses, voting age, smoking, violence on 
TV, etc.). 

 Identify problems and propose solutions in the 
local community, state, nation, or the world.  
Instructors should consider exploring the 
following topics so learners may begin to 
understand their role as agents of change: 

o How groups and institutions work to meet 
individual needs and promote the common 
good, and where they fail to do so. 

o Alternative uses of resources in the home, 
school, community, region, and beyond. 

o Concepts of fairness, equity, and justice. 
o Economic concepts in response to local 

economic issues (e.g., reduce the flow of 
garbage). 

NCSS 
I.e, 

III.k, 
IV.a-f, h, 
V.a, c, g, 
VI.a, c, h, 

VII.j,  
VIII.c, e, 

X.b, d, e, j 

 Hold quarterly classroom 
elections with debates and 
moderators 

 Establish a mock government 
 Learn about circular economics 

(https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/ 
circular-economy/concept) 

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/circular-economy/concept
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/circular-economy/concept
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

5C.6 continued… o Instances in which changes in values, 
beliefs, and attitudes have resulted from new 
scientific and technological knowledge, such 
as conservation of resources and awareness 
of chemicals harmful to the environment. 

 Give examples and describe the importance of 
cultural unity and diversity within and across 
groups. 

 Describe personal identity. 

   

5C.7  The learner will demonstrate an understanding 
of how the United States government 
functions.  

 Build on prior foundation knowledge established 
in earlier grades, and deepen their understanding 
of how government is structured, the history of its 
development, and how citizens participate in 
establishing governmental policies.  The 
instructor should consider exploring some of the 
following topics: 

o Describe the basic principles of American 
democracy (e.g., the right to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness; responsibility for 
the common good; equal protection of the 
law; and freedom of speech and religion). 

o Review the three branches of government 
and explain their functions. 

o Distinguish among local, state, and national 
government, and identify representative 
leaders at these levels, such as mayor, 
governor, and president. 

o Understand rules and laws, and their 
historical origins. 

o Describe how rules and laws are created, 
including the formal and informal factors 
that influence and shape public policy. 

NCSS 
V.g, I, 

VI.b, d-e, 
VIII.d, 
X.a, f-i 

 Visit government offices 
 Interview elected officials 
 We the People congressional 

hearings simulation 
(https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8814)   

 Kids Voting 
(https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808)  

 Constitution Day (September 17) 
activities 

 Discuss the First Amendment 
and visit news media to discuss 
free press  

 National Congress of American 
Indians (http://www.ncai.org/about-tribes) 

https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8814
https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8808
http://www.ncai.org/about-tribes
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

5C.7 continued… o Identify key documents on which U.S. laws 
are based and where to find them. 

 Understand that American Indian and Alaska 
Native tribal governments function as part of the 
American family of governments. 

   

5C.8  The learner will show an understanding of how 
to connect the past with the present. 

 Learn about Indigenous land acknowledgment 
practices, such as respect, gratitude, and asking 
permissions. 

 Investigate how events, people, and ideas have 
shaped the United States and/or the world. 
Consider exploring the following topics: 

o The events of early United States history 
that led to our current system of government 
(Mayflower Compact, Iroquois 
Confederacy, etc.) 

o The differences between historic and present 
day objects, and their usage changing over 
time (e.g., comparing modes of 
transportation used in past and present 
exploration in order to evaluate the impact 
and the events of those changes). 

o Ways that life in the United States and/or the 
world has both changed and stayed the same 
over time; explain why these changes have 
occurred (e.g., comparing modes of 
transportation used in past and present 
exploration in order to evaluate the impact 
and the events of those changes). 

o Ways that life in the United States and/or the 
world has both changed and stayed the same 
over time; explain why these changes have 
occurred (e.g., In what ways would the life  

NCSS 
II.c-d, f, 
VIII.a-b 

 Timeline of major events in 
U.S. history 

 Article on Iroquois confederacy 
(https://www.pbs.org/native-
america/blogs/native-voices/how-the-
iroquois-great-law-of-peace-shaped-us-
democracy/)  

https://www.pbs.org/native-america/blogs/native-voices/how-the-iroquois-great-law-of-peace-shaped-us-democracy/
https://www.pbs.org/native-america/blogs/native-voices/how-the-iroquois-great-law-of-peace-shaped-us-democracy/
https://www.pbs.org/native-america/blogs/native-voices/how-the-iroquois-great-law-of-peace-shaped-us-democracy/
https://www.pbs.org/native-america/blogs/native-voices/how-the-iroquois-great-law-of-peace-shaped-us-democracy/
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

5C.8 continued… of a teenager during the American 
Revolution be different from the life of a 
teenage today? What factors have 
contributed to these differences?). 

   

5C.9  The learner will develop personal financial 
skills with an understanding of making 
choices with limited resources. 

 Explain and demonstrate the role of money in 
everyday life, distinguish between needs and 
wants, and consider the influence of incentives, 
values, traditions, and habits on economic 
decisions. 

 Examine the relationships and tensions between 
personal wants and needs and various global 
concerns, such as use of imported oil, land use, 
and environmental protections. 

 Review the concept that scarcity and choice 
determine our economic demand. 

 Identify example of the various institutions that 
makeup economic systems (e.g., families, 
workers, banks, labor unions, government 
agencies, small businesses, and large 
corporations).  

 Describe how we depend upon workers with 
specialized jobs, and the ways in which they 
contribute to the production and exchange of 
goods and services.  

NCSS 
VII.a-h, 

IX.e 

 Basic supply and demand lesson 
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Sixth Grade: Ancient Civilizations 

Overview: 

Sixth grade Social Studies emphasizes ancient societies in a geographical, historical, political, economic, and cultural context.  In this year-
long course, learners will: 

 Examine geographical influences on regional development. 
 Use maps, globes, and graphs to gather, analyze and report information. 
 Discuss current events from around the world. 
 Study the history of civilization from prehistoric times to approximately 500 A.D, including ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China, 

Greece, Rome, Maya, Aztec, and Inca. 
Learners come to understand how new civilizations began as the needs and beliefs of the people changed through time.  
 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary and secondary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions.  The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats.  
 
Communication Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats.  
 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using 
diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices.  

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  43  Sixth Grade 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

6C.1  The learner will understand the biological and 
cultural processes that shaped the earliest 
human communities. 

 Examine a variety of scientific methods used by 
archaeologists, geologists, and anthropologists to 
determine the dates of early human communities. 

 Investigate the approximate chronology and 
sequence of early hominid evolution in Africa, from 
the Australopithecines to Homo erectus, in order to 
understand how humans changed and adapted over 
time. 

 Identify current and past theories regarding the 
processes by which human groups populated the 
major world regions. 

 Discuss possible social, cultural, and/or religious 
meanings inferred from late Paleolithic cave 
paintings 

NCSS 
I.a-e, 

II.b, e,  
III.c-d, j, 

V.a-f, 
VI.a 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.4.6-8, 
D2.Geo.6.6-8, 
D2.His.1.6-8, 
D2.His.2.6-8, 
D2.His.3.6-8 

  

6C.2  The learner will understand the unique features 
of Asian, North American, European, and 
African civilizations, and how they have 
impacted and contributed to the development 
of those civilizations.  

 The learner can analyze the concept of 
“civilization”: 

o The various criteria used to define 
“civilization.” 

o The fundamental differences between 
civilizations and other forms of social 
organization, such as hunter-gatherer bands, 
Neolithic agricultural societies, and pastoral 
nomadic societies. 

o How Mohenjo-Daro meets criteria for defining 
civilization. 

 Apply the five themes of geography (location, 
place, human/environmental interaction, movement, 
and region) to describe various civilizations in Asia, 
Europe, North America, and Africa. 

 Identify and describe the following governmental 
forms: democracy, aristocracy/oligarchy, 
absolutism, constitutionalism, totalitarianism, 
monarchy, and republic.  

NCSS 
II.a-f, 
III.j, 

V.b-e, 
VI.a-d, f-h, 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.11.6-8, 
D2.Geo.12.6-8, 
D2.Geo.4.6-8, 
D2.Geo.5.6-8, 
D2.Civ.2.6-8, 
D2.Geo.6.6-8, 
D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.9.6-8, 
D2.Civ.10.6-8 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

6C.3  The learner will understand political, social, 
and cultural consequences of population 
movements and militarization in Eurasia and 
North America in the second millennium 
BCE. 

 Examine the significant events, actors, and trends 
among early Egyptian, Mycenaean, and Aryan 
cultures.  

 Identify the emergence of civilizations in 
Southwest Asia, the Nile Valley, India, China, 
and Eastern Mediterranean; identify how they 
represented a decisive transformation in human 
history. 

 Investigate and summarize how the introduction 
of technology affected the relationship between 
civilizations (e.g., Egyptians and the Hittites).  

 Trace the development and assess the 
achievements of early river civilizations, 
including, but not limited to, those around the 
Huang-He, Nile, Indus, and Tigris-Euphrates 
rivers. 

NCSS 
I.a-d, 

II.a, c, e, 
III.f-j, 
V.b-c 

  

6C.4  The learner will understand the civil and 
human development of various civilizations of 
Asia, Europe, North American, and Africa, 
from rise to fall. 

 Compare and contrast the relationship among 
various groups of people (e.g., peasants and 
aristocracy, dictators and common people, 
monarchs and subjects, men and women, 
Christians and Muslims), and how it may have 
characterized the societies in various regions of 
Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

 Describe the developments and achievements of 
Roman civilization, and analyze the significance 
of the fall of Rome. 

 Identify the roots of Greek civilization, and 
recognize its achievements from the Minoan era 
through the Hellenistic period. 

 Analyze the evolution of human rights throughout 
the history of various civilizations (e.g., 
Hammurabi’s Code and Plebeians of Rome). 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
 

The learner will: 
Standards 

Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 
activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

6C.4 continued…  Identify the significant individuals and 
achievements of ancient Roman, Greek, 
Mesopotamia, Egyptian, and Mesoamerica. 

 Explain the fundamental social, political, and 
cultural characteristics of Chinese society under 
early imperial dynasties. 

   

6C.5  The learner will understand the economic 
processes that contributed to the emergence of 
early civilizations of Asia, Europe, North 
America, and Africa. 

 Analyze how local conditions (geography) 
affect agricultural, settlement, exchange, and 
migrations patterns in various regions of the 
world (e.g., Neolithic Revolution). 

 Cite archaeological evidence of the social and 
cultural conditions of early civilizations in 
regions around the world, and how they were 
influenced by the economic development of 
those regions. 

NCSS 
II.c. e, 

III 

  

6C.6   The learner will identify and use the methods 
and tools valued by historians, geographer, 
anthropologists, and archaeologists.  They will 
also compare the views of historians and be 
able to trace the themes of history. 

 Define history and the concepts of cause and 
effect, time, continuity, and perspective. 

 Analyze and interpret primary and secondary 
sources to compare views, trace themes, and 
detect bias. 

 Define the themes of society, technology, 
economics, politics, and culture, and relate them 
to the study of history. 

 Trace major themes in the development of the 
world from its origins to the rise of early 
civilizations.  

 Examine the indicators of civilization, including 
writing, labor specialization, cities, technology, 
trade, and political and cultural institutions.  

NCSS 
I.d, 

II.a, d, f, 
III.a-f, k, 

IV.h, 
IX.a, c, f, 

X.b 
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Middle School Overview 
 
 
Grade 7 
World Studies - This year-long global geography course combines the physical and human 
systems of the world. This course will develop learners’ skills using an inquiry-based approach 
to geography. Through geographical reasoning, learners will use spatial and environmental 
perspectives to ask and answer questions about their local and global environments, and to 
participate in problem-solving and societal decision making. Learners will acquire the skills 
necessary to navigate a complex and interdependent world. Learners in this course will analyze 
the physical, human, and environmental geography of various regions of the world to evaluate 
the interdependent relationships and challenges facing human systems in order to solve problems 
and make decisions in the past, present, and future. 
 
Grade 8 
Early U.S. History - This year-long course will focus on foundations of United States history 
from pre-colonization to settlement, into the revolution and creation of our nation, westward 
expansion/reform, and ultimately leading through the Civil War.  Learners will critically think as 
historians by developing research skills, including the use of questions, evaluating primary and 
secondary sources, and using evidence. Learners will apply the College, Career, and Civic Life 
Framework (C3) Standards in Social Studies throughout the class, including the creation of a 
research project using both primary and secondary sources. 
 
The Learner will apply and demonstrate knowledge of major eras, enduring themes, turning 
points, and historical influences to analyze the forces of change in the community, the state, the 
United States, and the world.
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Middle School Competencies 
 

Core Competencies 
The Social Studies core competencies are fostered and reinforced on every suitable occasion throughout the K-
12 curriculum. These skills are common across all social studies courses, and learners are expected to be able to 
apply them across the curriculum. All core competencies have been created using the College, Career, and Civic 
Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies State Standards, the National Council for Social Studies (NCSS) 
Standards, the Alaska Literacy Standards, or the Alaska English/Language Arts Standards. 
 
The core competencies listed for each grade might vary slightly; learners start these competencies in 
kindergarten and build upon them as they progress through twelfth grade. Geography skills are added to the list 
of competencies starting in seventh grade, and political science and economic competencies are added in high 
school. 
 
Historical Skills: 
HS.1  The learner will analyze and integrate primary and secondary sources. 
HS.2  The learner will sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others 

stay the same. 
HS.3  The learner will use the social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions. The learner will also 

gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 
Geography Skills: 
GS.1  The learner will identify basic human systems of the Earth. 
GS.2  The learner will understand the impact of interactions between people and the physical environment on 

the development and conditions of places and regions. 
 
Communication Skills: 
CS.1  The learner will refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies 

vocabulary. 
CS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with 

increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
CS.3  The learner will use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
CS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and 

defending positions on societal issues, trends, and events, as well as discuss positions and be able to 
reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 

 
Thinking Skills: 
TS.1  The learner will refine strategies to access a variety of sources and use appropriate research skills to 

gather, synthesize and report information using diverse modalities. 
 
Social Skills: 
SS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning 

of others with a global lens that explores human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices.   
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Grade 7 Curricular Competencies 
7C.1  The learner will read for understanding and to construct historical meaning. 
7C.2  The learner will produce clear and coherent writing, to include a strong thesis statement 

and supporting historical evidence. 
7C.3  The learner will conduct research to answer a question or solve a problem. 
7C.4  The learner will describe the consequences of human-environment interaction, and 

evaluate their impact on human and environmental systems. 
7C.5  The learner will read, interpret, construct, use, and apply information from a variety of 

maps, charts, globes, and navigational tools. 
7C.6  The learner will identify features and processes, both human and physical, and explain 

their impact on human activity, climate, and the surrounding environment. 
7C.7  The learner will analyze the movement of people, goods, and ideas. 
7C.8  The learner will understand the diversity and productivity of cultures and environments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 8 Curricular Competencies 
8C.1  The learner will read for understanding and to construct historical meaning. 
8C.2  The learner will produce clear and coherent writing, to include a strong thesis statement 

and supporting historical evidence. 
8C.3  The learner will conduct research to answer a question or solve a problem. 
8C.4  The learner will analyze the conflict and compromise that results from the interaction of 

two or more cultures/groups, and describe those from each perspective.   
8C.5  The learner will summarize  historical events from a variety of historical and contemporary 

perspectives, and understand why the perspectives have similarities and differences. 
8C.6  The learner will analyze the ways in which conflicting economic, social, and political 

ideals have led to conflict and compromise. 
8C.7  The learner will analyze the development of society. 
8C.8  The learner will evaluate the extent to which founding ideals and principles have been 

pursued and achieved. 
8C.9  The learner will identify and act on ways to engage in civic action. 
8C.10  The learner will trace the gain and loss of civil and human rights, and analyze the 

consequences in the context of both dominating and subjugated groups. 
8C.11  The learner will create an analytical, plagiarism-free, research-based project. 
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 Grade 7: World Studies 
Course Details: Overview:   
Grade(s):  7 This year-long global geography course combines the physical and human systems of the world. This course will develop learners’ skills 

using an inquiry-based approach to geography. Through geographical reasoning, learners will use spatial and environmental perspectives to 
ask and answer questions about their local and global environments, and to participate in problem-solving and societal decision making. 
Learners will acquire the skills necessary to navigate a complex and interdependent world. Learners in this course will analyze the physical, 
human, and environmental geography of various regions of the world to evaluate the interdependent relationships and challenges facing 
human systems in order to solve problems and make decisions in the past, present, and future. 

Length:  Two semesters 

Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills: 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary and secondary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions.  The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 

Geography Skills: 
The learner will: 

 Identify basic human systems of the Earth. 
 Understand the impact of interactions between people and the physical environment on the development and conditions of places 

and regions. 
 

Communication Skills: 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and 

sufficient evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
 

Thinking Skills: 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize and report information using 
diverse modalities. 

 

Social Skills: 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 
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Reading, Writing, and Research 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
7C.1  The learner will read for understanding and to 

construct historical meaning. 
 Cite specific evidence to support analysis of 

primary and secondary sources. 
 Determine the central ideas or information of a 

primary or secondary source; the learner will 
provide an accurate summary of the source, 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a 
process related to history/social studies (e.g., how 
a bill becomes a law or how interest rates are 
raised or lowered). 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
specific to domains related to history/social 
studies. 

 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s 
point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language or 
inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

 Analyze the relationship between a primary and 
secondary source on the same topic. 

C3 
D1.1-5.6-8 

 

  

7C.2  The learner will produce clear and coherent 
writing, to include a strong thesis statement 
and supporting historical evidence. 

 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content. 

 Write a thesis statement – introduce precise 
claims/thesis and create an organization that 
establishes a clear relationship between the claim 
and support/reasoning. 

 Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples. 

C3 
D1.1-5.6-8 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
7C.2 continued…  Use appropriate and varied transitions to create 

cohesion, and clarify the relationship among 
ideas and concepts.  

 Use precise vocabulary and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about, or explain, a topic. 

 Establish and maintain a formal style. 
 Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from, and supports, the argument 
presented. 

 With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach. 

   

7C.3  The learner will conduct research to answer a 
question or solve a problem.  

 Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question, including a self-generated question, 
drawing on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused questions that allow 
for multiple avenues of exploration. 

 Gather relevant information from multiple print 
and digital sources, and use search terms 
effectively. 

 Assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source. 

 Quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of 
others while avoiding plagiarism, and follow a 
standard format for citation. 

C3 
D1.1-5.6-8 

 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  53  Grade 7 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Geography Skills 
(This can be taught as an introductory, stand-alone unit. These skills should be revisited and enriched throughout the course.) 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
7C.4  The learner will describe the consequences of 

human-environment interaction, and evaluate 
their impact on human and environmental 
systems. 

 Explain how physical features affect climate, 
population distribution, and economics. 

C3 
D2.Geo.2.6-8 

 Various “Create Your Own 
Country” projects 

 Create a map including required 
elements of classroom or bedroom 

 Kagan Match-Mine or Rally Coach 
longitude and latitude 

 Longitude and latitude (absolute 
location):  Using an orange and a 
Sharpie, each learner draws the 
world as they currently see it.  
Next, they peel their orange. The 
seams of the orange represent lines 
of longitude and latitude. Learners 
may then eat their orange. 

 River systems – identify and 
illustrate parts of a stream. 
Describe how and why a stream 
develops. Design your own stream. 

 Make and use geographic tools 
(e.g., compass, astro-lab, GPS) 

 Measure and map distances 
 Participate in the Geography Bee 
 GeoHive – useful website for 

researching geographic and 
country data, demographic 
information, and global trends 
(https://geohive.ie/)  

  

https://geohive.ie/


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  54  Grade 7 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
7C.5  The learner will read, interpret, construct, use, 

and apply information from a variety of maps, 
charts, globes, and navigational tools. 

 Identify basic physical forms and systems of the 
Earth. 

 Construct, apply, and interpret a variety of maps 
and their components. 

 Construct, apply, and interpret charts and graphs. 
 Define, compare, and appropriately use absolute 

and relative location. 
 Identify countries and locate various sites using 

absolute and relative location. 

C3 
D2.Civ.1.6-8 
D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.6.6-8,  
D2.Eco.1.6-8, 
D2.Eco.3.6-8 

 Human Battleship  
 Compass Walk 

7C.6  The learner will identify features and 
processes, both human and physical, and 
explain their impact on human activity, 
climate, and the surrounding environment. 

 Identify basic human systems of the Earth. 
 Explain the impact on human activity, climate, 

and the surrounding environment.  

C3 
D2.Geo.1-2.6-8 

  

7C.7  The learner will analyze the movement of 
people, goods, and ideas. 

 Explain the connection between population and 
goods and services, and how this changes over 
time. 

   

7C.8  The learner will understand the diversity and 
productivity of cultures and environments. 

 Analyze the diverse cultural characteristics of the 
people of the world. 

C3 
D2.Geo.1-2.6-8,  

D2.Geo.10-12.6-8, 
D2.Geo.6.6-8 

  

 
 



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  55  Grade 7 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Europe and Russia 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
7C.4  The learner will describe the consequences of 

human-environment interaction, and evaluate 
their impact on human and environmental 
systems. 

 Describe how major historical events have 
influenced and changed the region. 

 

C3 
D2.His.1 & 3.6-8, 

D2.Civ.6.6-8, 
D2.Civ.13-14.6-8, 

D2.Eco.1.6-8, 
D2.Eco.14-15.6-8 

 Read a biography from the 
Renaissance era. 

 Venn diagram – types of 
government  

 Trans-Siberian Railroad. 

7C.5  The learner will read, interpret, construct, use, 
and apply information from a variety of maps, 
charts, globes, and navigational tools. 

 Construct, apply, and interpret charts and graphs. 
 Construct, apply, and interpret a variety of maps 

and their components. 

C3 
D2.Geo.1-3.6-8, 
D2.Geo.5-6.6-8 

  

7C.6  The learner will identify features and 
processes, both human and physical, and 
explain their impact on human activity, 
climate, and the surrounding environment. 

 Describe economic, political, and cultural 
changes within the region. 

 Describe and explain the origins of conflict and 
compromise within the region. 

C3 
D2.His.2-4.6-8, 

D2.His.14-15.6-8, 
D2.Civ.3.6, 

D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.Geo.9.6-8 

  

7C.7  The learner will analyze the movement of 
people, goods, and ideas. 

 Describe Europe’s influence on other cultures, 
economies, and governments within various 
historic eras. 

C3 
D2.His.2.6-8, 

D2.His.9-15.6-8, 
D2.Civ.14.6-8 

  

7C.8  The learner will understand the diversity and 
productivity of cultures and environments. 

 Describe how major historical events have 
influenced and changed the region. 

C3 
D2.His.2.6-8, 

D2.His.9-15.6-8, 
D2.Civ.6.6-8 
D2.Civ.14.6-8 
D2.Geo.1.6-8, 
D2.Geo.4.6-8, 

D2.Eco.1-2.6-8, 
D2.Eco.6-9.6-8, 

D2.Eco.14-15.6-8, 

  

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  56  Grade 7 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Asia 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
7C.4  The learner will describe the consequences of 

human-environment interaction, and evaluate 
their impact on human and environmental 
systems. 

 Describe how diverse climate systems affect 
human activities throughout the region. 

 Explain how various countries are addressing 
environmental issues resulting from human 
actions. 

C3 
D2.Civ.10.6-8, 
D2.Civ.12.6-8, 
D2.Geo.4.6-8, 
D2.Geo.8.6-8, 

D2.Geo.11.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8 

 Gooru – early China, early India 
(https://gooru.org/welcome/)   

 Silk Road Google Earth tour 
(https://www.google.com/earth/)  

 Religion flipbook/foldable 

7C.5  The learner will read, interpret, construct, use, 
and apply information from a variety of maps, 
charts, globes, and navigational tools. 

 Construct, apply, and interpret charts and graphs. 
 Construct, apply, and interpret a variety of maps 

and their components. 

C3 
D2.Geo.1-2.6-8 

  

7C.6  The learner will identify features and 
processes, both human and physical, and 
explain their impact on human activity, 
climate, and the surrounding environment. 

 Describe how physical features affect climate, 
population distribution, and the economy. 

C3 
D2.Geo.6.6-8, 

D2.Geo.10-11.6-8, 
D2.Geo.11.6-8 

  

7C.7  The learner will analyze the movement of 
people, goods, and ideas. 

 Describe population trends within the region, 
their consequences, and how governments react 
to them. 

 Identify and describe the factors that have led to 
the continuing growth of economics. 

C3 
D2.His.1-2.6-8, 

D2.His.14-26.6-8, 
D2.Civ.10.6-8, 

D2.Geo.7-9.6-8, 
D2.Geo.12.6-8 

  

7C.8  The learner will understand the diversity and 
productivity of cultures and environments. 

 Identify and describe major cultural and religious 
groups, and explain their impact on the region. 

C3 
D2.His.1-2.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8, 
D2.Civ.10.6-8, 
D2.Geo.4.6-8, 

D2.Geo.7-9.6-8, 
D2.Geo.12.6-8 

  

  

https://gooru.org/welcome/
https://www.google.com/earth/


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  57  Grade 7 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Middle East 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
7C.4  The learner will describe the consequences of 

human-environment interaction, and evaluate 
their impact on human and environmental 
systems. 

 Analyze how population distribution correlates to 
climate and natural resource availability. 

 Identify and describe major cultural and religious 
groups, and explain their impact on the region. 

C3 
D2.Geo.5-6.6-8, 
D2.Geo.8.6-8, 

D2.Geo.10-12.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8, 

D2.Eco.3-9.6-8 

  

7C.5  The learner will read, interpret, construct, use, 
and apply information from a variety of maps, 
charts, globes, and navigational tools. 

 Analyze the role of the Middle East due to its 
global location. 

C3 
D2.Geo.9-12.6-8, 
D2.Eco.14-15.6-8 

  

7C.6  The learner will identify features and 
processes, both human and physical, and 
explain their impact on human activity, 
climate, and the surrounding environment. 

 Analyze how population distribution correlates to 
climate and natural resource availability. 

C3 
D2.Geo.6.6-8, 

D2.Geo.10-11.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8 

  

7C.7  The learner will analyze the movement of 
people, goods, and ideas. 

 Describe how religious divisions and historical 
events have led to major conflicts. 

 Evaluate trading partners and policies of Middle 
East oil, and how this has impacted world 
economics. 

C3 
D2.His.1-2.6-8, 

D2.His.9-11.6-8, 
D2.His.14-16.6-8, 

D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.6.6-8, 
D2.Civ.13.6-8 

  

7C.8  The learner will understand the diversity and 
productivity of cultures and environments. 

 Identify and describe major cultural and religious 
groups, and explain their impact on the region. 

C3 
D2.His.1-2.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8, 
D2.Civ.10.6-8, 
D2.Geo.4.6-8, 

D2.Geo.7-9.6-8, 
D2.Geo.12.6-8 

  

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  58  Grade 7 Social Studies 
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Oceania 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
7C.4  The learner will describe the consequences of 

human-environment interaction, and evaluate 
their impact on human and environmental 
systems. 

 Describe the influence of imperialism on 
Indigenous culture and the physical environment. 

C3 
D2.His.1-2.6-8, 

D2.His.9-11.6-8, 
D2.His.14-166-8, 

D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.6.6-8, 
D2.Civ.13.6-8 

  

7C.5  The learner will read, interpret, construct, use, 
and apply information from a variety of maps, 
charts, globes, and navigational tools. 

 Identify and describe ocean currents and their 
impact on human migration, environmental 
issues, and climate. 

 Accurately identify the absolute location of 
various sites, mindful of Oceania’s unique 
location relative to the equator and meridian. 

 Accurately identify longitude and latitude. 

C3 
D2.Geo.1-3.6-8, 
D2.Geo.5.6-8, 

  

7C.6  The learner will identify features and 
processes, both human and physical, and 
explain their impact on human activity, 
climate, and the surrounding environment. 

 Identify and explain population patterns within 
the region. 

C3 
D2.Geo.7-8.6-8, 
D2.Geo.12.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8 

  

7C.7  The learner will analyze the movement of 
people, goods, and ideas. 

 Describe the conflict and compromise that 
resulted from colonization and decolonization. 

C3 
D2.Civ.6.6-8, 

D2.Civ.13-14.6-8,  
D2.His.1-2.6-8, 
D2.His.9-11.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8, 
D2.Geo.12.6-8, 
D2.Geo.9.6-8, 
D2.Geo.7.6-8 

  

7C.8  The learner will understand the diversity and 
productivity of cultures and environments. 

 Identify and describe ocean currents and their 
impact on human migration, environmental 
issues, and climate. 

   

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  59  Grade 7 Social Studies 
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Polar Regions 
(This can be combined with other units.) 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
7C.4  The learner will describe the consequences of 

human-environment interaction, and evaluate 
their impact on human and environmental 
systems. 

 Explain the historical and contemporary 
significance of polar exploration. 

C3 
D2.His.1-2.6-8, 
D2.His.14.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8 

  

7C.5  The learner will read, interpret, construct, use, 
and apply information from a variety of maps, 
charts, globes, and navigational tools. 

 Identify landforms that are unique to the region. C3 
D2.Geo.1-3.6-8, 
D2.Geo.5-6.6-8 

  

7C.6  The learner will identify features and 
processes, both human and physical, and 
explain their impact on human activity, 
climate, and the surrounding environment. 

 Describe the climate of the northern and southern 
polar regions, and explain why those climates are 
different from other regions of the world. 

 Accurately identify the absolute and relative 
locations of various sites, mindful of the regions’ 
unique location at the geographic poles of the 
earth. 

C3 
D2.Geo.1-3.6-8, 

D2.Geo.5.6-8 

  

7C.7  The learner will analyze the movement of 
people, goods, and ideas. 

 Explain the connection between population and 
goods and services, and how this changes over 
time 

   

7C.8  The learner will understand the diversity and 
productivity of cultures and environments. 

 Identify and describe major cultural and religious 
groups, and explain their impact on the region. 

C3 
D2.His.1-2.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8, 
D2.Civ.10.6-8, 
D2.Geo.4.6-8, 

D2.Geo.7-9.6-8, 
D2.Geo.12.6-8 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  60  Grade 7 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Africa 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
7C.4  The learner will describe the consequences of 

human-environment interaction, and evaluate 
their impact on human and environmental 
systems. 

 Explain the environmental issues across the 
continent and the effects. 

C3 
D2.Civ.10.6-8, 

D2.Geo.4-6.6-8, 
D2.Geo.8-10.6-8, 

D2.Geo.12.6-8 

  

7C.5  The learner will read, interpret, construct, use, 
and apply information from a variety of maps, 
charts, globes, and navigational tools. 

 Construct, apply, and interpret charts and graphs. 
 Construct, apply, and interpret a variety of maps 

and their components. 

   

7C.6  The learner will identify features and 
processes, both human and physical, and 
explain their impact on human activity, 
climate, and the surrounding environment. 

 Explain the impact of location, climate, physical 
characteristics, and natural resources on 
population distribution in Africa. 

 Explain how the distribution of natural resources 
affects economic development. 

 Identify and describe the various climates of 
Africa. 

C3 
D2.Eco.1.6-8, 

D2.Eco.3-9.6-8, 
D2.Geo.5-6.6-8, 
D2.Geo.8.6.-8, 
D2.Geo.10.6-8,  
D2.His.1-2.6-8, 
D2.His.14.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8 

  

7C.7  The learner will analyze the movement of 
people, goods, and ideas. 

 Compare and contrast the processes and impacts 
of colonization and decolonization. 

 Identify factors that have contributed to political 
unrest this region has experienced since 
decolonization. 

C3 
D2.His.1-2.6-8, 
D2.His.9-11.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8, 
D2.Civ.6.6-8, 

D2.Civ.13-14.6-8, 
D2.Geo.8-9.6-8, 
D2.Geo.4.6-8, 
D2.Geo.6.6-8 

  

7C.8  The learner will understand the diversity and 
productivity of cultures and environments. 

 Identify and describe major cultural and religious 
groups, and explain their impact on the region. 

C3 
D2.His.1-2.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8, 
D2.Civ.10.6-8, 
D2.Geo.4.6-8, 

D2.Geo.7-9.6-8, 
D2.Geo.12.6-8 

  

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  61  Grade 7 Social Studies 
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North America 
(Greenland, Canada, United States, Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean) 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
7C.4  The learner will describe the consequences of 

human-environment interaction, and evaluate 
their impact on human and environmental 
systems. 

 Identify major natural resources and describe 
their impact on various economies. 

 Explain how North American countries are 
responding to environmental issues. 

C3 
D2.Eco.1.6-8. 

D2.Eco.3-9.6-8.  
   D2.Geo.10.6-8. 

D2.Geo.12.6-8   

 Gooru – ancient Americas 
(https://gooru.org/welcome/)   

 State reports 

7C.5  The learner will read, interpret, construct, use, 
and apply information from a variety of maps, 
charts, globes, and navigational tools. 

 Construct, apply, and interpret charts and graphs. 
 Construct, apply, and interpret a variety of maps 

and their components. 

   

7C.6  The learner will identify features and 
processes, both human and physical, and 
explain their impact on human activity, 
climate, and the surrounding environment. 

 Compare and contrast the various cultural, 
linguistic, political, and physical regions of North 
America. 

 Identify major physical features of North 
America and describe their influence on climate 
and human activity. 

C3 
D2.Geo.4.6-8, 
D2.geo.6.6-8, 

D2.Geo.7-8.6-8, 
D2.Geo.10.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8. 

D2.Eco.3-9.6-8 

  

7C.7  The learner will analyze the movement of 
people, goods, and ideas. 

 Compare and contrast the processes and impacts 
of colonization and decolonization. 

 Describe North American’s internal and global 
economic relationships. 

 Describe economic and political conditions that 
motivate people to migrate. 

C3 
D2.Geo.9-11.6-8, 
D2.Geo.12.6-8,  
D2.Eco.1.6-8, 

D2.Eco.3-4.6-8, 
D2.Eco.6-7.6-8, 

D2.Eco.11-15.6-8,  
D2.Civ.3.6-8 

  

7C.8  The learner will understand the diversity and 
productivity of cultures and environments. 

 Identify and describe major cultural and religious 
groups, and explain their impact on the region. 

C3 
D2.His.1-2.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8, 
D2.Civ.10.6-8, 
D2.Geo.4.6-8, 

D2.Geo.7-9.6-8, 
D2.Geo.12.6-8 

  

  

https://gooru.org/welcome/


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  62  Grade 7 Social Studies 
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South America 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
7C.4  The learner will describe the consequences of 

human-environment interaction, and evaluate 
their impact on human and environmental 
systems. 

 Identify European, Indigenous, and African 
influences on the development of culture over 
time. 

C3 
D2.His.1-2.6-8, 
D2.His.4-6.6-8, 
D2.Geo.10.6-8, 
D2.Geo.12.6-8, 
D2.Geo.8-9.6-8, 
D2.Geo.6.6-8, 
D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.6.6-8, 

D2.Civ.13-14.6-8 

  

7C.5  The learner will read, interpret, construct, use, 
and apply information from a variety of maps, 
charts, globes, and navigational tools. 

 Construct, apply, and interpret charts and graphs. 
 Construct, apply, and interpret a variety of maps 

and their components. 

   

7C.6  The learner will identify features and 
processes, both human and physical, and 
explain their impact on human activity, 
climate, and the surrounding environment. 

 Describe major environmental threats and their 
causes and effects. 

 Identify major physical features of South 
America, and describe their influence on climate 
and human activity. 

C3 
D2.Eco.1.6-8, 

D2.Eco.3-4.6-8, 
D2.Eco.6-7.6-8, 

D2.Eco.11-15.6-8, 
D2.Geo.11.6-8, 
D2.Civ.3.6-8 

  

7C.7  The learner will analyze the movement of 
people, goods, and ideas. 

 Describe economic and political conditions that 
motivate people to migrate. 

   

7C.8  The learner will understand the diversity and 
productivity of cultures and environments. 

 Compare and contrast diverse sub-groups within 
the region. 

C3 
D2.Geo.4.6-8, 

D2.Geo.6-8.6-8, 
D2.Geo.10.6-8 
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Grade 8: Early United States History 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  8 This year-long course will focus on foundations of United States history from pre-colonization to settlement, into the revolution and creation of our 
nation, westward expansion/reform, and ultimately leading through the Civil War.  Learners will critically think as historians by developing research 
skills, including the use of questions, evaluating primary and secondary sources, and using evidence. Learners will apply the College, Career, and 
Civic Life Framework (C3) Standards in Social Studies throughout the class, including the creation of a research project using both primary and 
secondary sources. 
 
The Learner will apply and demonstrate knowledge of major eras, enduring themes, turning points, and historical influences to analyze the forces of 
change in the community, the state, the United States, and the world. 

Length:  Two semesters 

Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills: 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary and secondary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use the social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 

Geography Skills: 
The learner will: 

 Identify basic human systems of the Earth. 
 Understand the impact of interactions between people and the physical environment on the development and conditions of places and 

regions. 
 

Communication Skills: 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
 

Thinking Skills: 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize and report information using 
diverse modalities. 

 

Social Skills: 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores human, 
cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  64  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Reading , Writing, and Research 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.1  The learner will read for understanding and to 

construct historical meaning. 
 Cite specific evidence to support analysis of 

primary and secondary sources. 
 Determine the central ideas or information of a 

primary or secondary source; the learner will 
provide an accurate summary of the source, 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a 
process related to history/social studies. 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
specific to domains related to history/social 
studies. 

 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s 
point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language or 
inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

 Analyze the relationship between a primary and 
secondary source on the same topic. 

C3 
D1.1-5.6-8 

 

  

8C.2  The learner will produce clear and coherent 
writing, to include a strong thesis statement 
and supporting historical evidence. 

 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content. 

 Write a thesis statement – introduce precise 
claims/thesis and create an organization that 
establishes a clear relationship between the claim 
and support/reasoning. 

 Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples. 

C3 
D1.1-5.6-8 

 

  

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  65  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.2 continued…  Use appropriate and varied transitions to create 

cohesion, and clarify the relationship among 
ideas and concepts.  

 Use precise vocabulary and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about, or explain, a topic. 

 Establish and maintain a formal style. 
 Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from, and supports, the argument 
presented. 

 With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach. 

   

8C.3  The learner will conduct research to answer a 
question or solve a problem.  

 Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question, including a self-generated question, 
drawing on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused questions that allow 
for multiple avenues of exploration. 

 Gather relevant information from multiple print 
and digital sources, and use search terms 
effectively. 

 Assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source. 

 Quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of 
others while avoiding plagiarism, and follow a 
standard format for citation. 

C3 
D1.1-5.6-8 

 

  

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  66  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Contact and European Settlement 
Beginning – 1620  

Curricular Competencies 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 

Curricular Competencies 
 

8C.4  The learner will analyze the conflict and 
compromise that results from the interaction 
of two or more cultures/groups, and describe 
those from each perspective. 

 Evaluate interactions between European settlers 
and Indigenous people. 

 Explain the process of European subjugation of 
African and Indigenous cultures. 

NCSS 
I-IX 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.4.6-8, 
D2.Geo.6.6-8, 
D2.Geo.8.6-8, 
D2.His.2.6-8, 
D2.His.4.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8 

 Native American reaction 
stories and contact narratives 

 U.S. geography mapping 
activities and how they relate to 
cultural interactions 

 Debate over treatment of non-
Europeans 

8C.5  The learner will summarize historical events 
from a variety of historical and contemporary 
perspectives, and understand why the 
perspectives have similarities and differences. 

 Sequence and explain the causes for European 
exploration and settlement in North America. 

NCSS 
I-V 

 
C3 

D2.His.1-4.6-8, 
D2.His.6.6-8 

D2.His.14-17.6-8 

 Explorer business plan project 

8C.6  The learner will analyze the ways in which 
conflicting economic, social, and political 
ideals have led to conflict and compromise. 

 Describe the origins of the Columbian Exchange 
and Triangle Trade, and its effect on Europe, 
Africa, and the Americas. 

NCSS 
V-VIII & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8, 
D2.Eco.4.6-8, 

D2.Eco.14-15.6-8, 
D2.His.1.6-8 

 Columbian Exchange 
simulations for crops and 
disease 

 Create a colony 
 Mapping activities 

8C.7  The learner will analyze the development of 
society. 

 Describe early Indigenous cultures and their 
development in North America. 

NCSS 
I-III, V, & VII 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.2.6-8, 
D2.His.1-3.6-8, 
D2.His.9.6-8, 

D2.His.12-14.6-8, 
D2.His.16.6-8 

 Iroquois League Constitution 
rewrite in modern terminology 

 Daily life 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  67  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

The Colonial Era 
1620 – 1763  

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.5  The learner will summarize historical events 

from a variety of historical and contemporary 
perspectives, and understand why the 
perspectives have similarities and differences. 

 Explain how geography affected the development 
of economics in the New England, middle, and 
southern colonies. 

NCSS 
I-III & V 

 
C3 

D2.His.1-4.6-8, 
D2.His.6.6-8, 

D2.His.14-17.6-8 

 Mapping activities of original 
colonies 

8C.6  The learner will analyze the ways in which 
conflicting economic, social, and political 
ideals have led to conflict and compromise. 

 Compare and contrast the social and political 
rights of various groups among the colonial 
regions. 

 Describe the political and economic relationship 
between American colonies and Europe. 

NCSS 
V-VIII & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8, 

D2.Eco.14-15.6-8, 
D2.His.1.6.-8. 

D2.His.3-5.6-8, 
D2.His.12.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8 

 Debates 

8C.7  The learner will analyze the development of 
society. 

 Describe ways in which Europeans transplanted 
and adapted their cultures and institutions to the 
American colonies. 

NCSS 
I-III, V, & VII 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.2.6-8, 
D2.His.1-3.6-8, 
D2.His.9.6-8, 

D2.His.12-14.6-8, 
D2.His.16.6-8 

  

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  68  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

The American Revolution 
1763 - 1783 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.5  The learner will summarize historical events 

from a variety of historical and contemporary 
perspectives, and understand why the 
perspectives have similarities and differences. 

 Identify the military advantages and 
disadvantages enjoyed by the colonies and 
England before and during the American 
Revolution. 

 Identify and describe the roles played by 
significant individuals during the American 
Revolution. 

 Identify and describe the significance of major 
events before and during the American 
Revolution. 

NCSS 
I-III & V 

 
C3 

D2.His.1-4.6-8, 
D2.His.6.6-8, 

D2.His.14-17.6-8 

  

8C.6  The learner will analyze the ways in which 
conflicting economic, social, and political 
ideas have led to conflict and compromise. 

 Evaluate the roles and motivations of European 
allies during the Revolutionary War. 

 Explain how the Continental Congress addressed 
political and economic challenges throughout the 
Revolutionary War. 

NCSS 
V-VIII & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8, 
D2.Eco.4.6-8, 

D2.Eco.14-15.6-8, 
D2.His.1.6-8, 

D2.His.3-5.6-8, 
D2.His.12.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8 

  

8C.7  The learner will analyze the development of 
society. 

 Trace the origins of a unique American identity, 
separate from that of Europe. 

NCSS 
I-III, V, & VII 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.2.6-8, 
D2.His.1-3.6-8, 
D2.His.9.6-8, 

D2.His.12-14.6-8, 
D2.His.16.6-8 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  69  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.8  The learner will evaluate the extent to which 

founding ideals and principles have been 
pursued and achieved. 

 Identify the philosophies and documents that 
influenced the writing of the Declaration of 
Independence. 

NCSS 
V-VI & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.5.6-8, 
D2.Civ.8.6-8, 

D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.His.2-4.6-8, 
D2.His.10.6-8, 
D2.His.12.6-8, 

D2.His.14-15.6-8 

 Analysis of primary sources 



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  70  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Articles of Confederation and the Constitution 
1775 – 1791  

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.6  The learner will analyze the ways in which 

conflicting economic, social, and political 
ideals have led to conflict and compromise. 

 Explain the importance of compromise during the 
Constitutional Convention, and the effects of 
those compromises on the rights of various 
groups. 

 Describe and evaluate the competing interests of 
various economic, social, and political groups 
during the Constitutional Convention. 

NCSS 
V-VIII & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8, 
D2.Eco.4.6-8, 

D2.Eco.14-15.6-8, 
D2.His.1.6-8, 

D2.His.3-5.6-8, 
D2.His.12.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8 

  

8C.8  The learner will evaluate the extent to which 
founding ideals and principles have been 
pursued and achieved. 

 Identify the philosophies and documents that 
influenced the writing of the Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights. 

 Compare and contrast the structures and powers 
of the national government under the Articles of 
Confederation and the Constitution. 

 Explain the arguments for and against the 
inclusion of the Bill of Rights in the Constitution. 

NCSS 
V-VI & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.5.6-8, 
D2.Civ.8.6-8, 

D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.His.2-4.6-8, 
D2.His.10.6-8, 
D2.His.12.6-8, 

D2.His.14-15.6-8 

 Congress.gov  
 Mock ratification 
 Simulated Congress (under the 

Articles) 
 We the People 

(https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8814)  

  

Congress.gov
https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/8814


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  71  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.9  The learner will identify and act on ways to 

engage in civic action. 
 Describe the process of amending the 

Constitution. 
NCSS 

II, IV-VI, & X 
 

C3 
D2.Civ.1-2.6-8, 
D2.Civ.4-5.6-8, 
D2.Civ.7-8.6-8, 

D2.Civ.10-11.6-8, 
D2.Civ.13.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8 

 Research "hot topics" and create 
legislative proposal 

 Simulated amendment/ 
ratification 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  72  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

The Early Republic 
1783 - 1815 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.6  The learner will analyze the ways in which 

conflicting economic, social, and political 
ideals have led to conflict and compromise. 

 Evaluate the political and economic relationships 
between the United States and European nations. 

 Identify and sequence the causes of the War of 
1812. 

NCSS 
V-VIII & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8, 
D2.Eco.4.6-8, 

D2.Eco.14-15.6-8, 
D2.His.1.6-8, 

D2.His.3-5.6-8, 
D2.His.12.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8 

  

8C.7  The learner will analyze the development of 
society. 

 Identify sectional interests and evaluate the 
emergence of a national identity. 

NCSS 
I-III, V, & VII 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.2.6-8, 
D2.His.1-3.6-8, 
D2.His.9.6-8, 

D2.His.12-14.6-8, 
D2.His.16.6-8 

  

8C.8  The learner will evaluate the extent to which 
founding ideals and principles have been 
pursued and achieved. 

 Describe the major challenges facing stability and 
viability of the national government, and the 
ways in which various groups reacted. 

NCSS 
V-VI & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.5.6-8, 
D2.Civ.8.6-8, 

D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.His.3-4.6-8, 
D2.His.10.6-8, 
D2.His.12.6-8, 

D2.His.14-15.6-8 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  73  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.10  The learner will trace the gain and loss of 

civil and human rights, and analyze the 
consequences in the context of both 
dominating and subjugated groups. 

 Describe and evaluate the relationship between 
American settlers and Indigenous peoples. 

NCSS 
I-II, IV-VI, & X 

 
X3 

D2.Civ.2-3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.6.6-8, 
D2.Civ.8.6-8, 

D2.Civ.10.6-8, 
D2.Civ.12.6-8, 
D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.His.2.6-8, 

D2.His.4-6.6-8, 
D2.His.14-15.6-8 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  74  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Westward Expansion 
1803 – 1861  

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.4  The learner will analyze the conflict and 

compromise that results from the interaction 
of two or more cultures/ groups, and describe 
those from each perspective. 

 Explain how westward expansion resulted in 
conflict with Indigenous peoples and foreign 
powers. 

NCSS 
I-III, V-VI, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.4.6-8, 
D2.Geo.6.6-8, 
D2.Geo.8.6-8, 
D2.His.2.6-8, 
D2.His.4.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8 

 Cherokee Indian removal 
census activity 

 Primary sources – Indian 
Removal Act 

8C.5  The learner will summarize historical events 
from a variety of historical and contemporary 
perspectives, and understand why the 
perspectives have similarities and differences. 

 Describe the ways in which westward expansion 
affected the American economy. 

NCSS 
I-III & V 

 
C3 

D2.His.1-4.6-8, 
D2.His.6.6-8, 

D2.His.14-17.6-8 

 The West miniseries by director 
Stephen Ives and exec. 
Producer Ken Burns 

 America: The Story of Us 
miniseries  

 Profile of territorial acquisition 
 “Come West” advertisement for 

territorial acquisition 
8C.6  The learner will analyze the ways in which 

conflicting economic, social, and political 
ideals have led to conflict and compromise. 

 Evaluate the compromises that arose from 
territorial acquisition as they relate to slavery. 

NCSS 
V-VIII & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8, 
D2.Eco.4.6-8, 

D2.Eco.14-15.6-8, 
D2.His.1.6-8, 

D2.His.3-5.6-8, 
D2.His.12.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8 

  

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  75  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.7  The learner will analyze the development of 

society. 
 Describe the impact western expansion had on 

the development of an American identity. 
 Explain how and why slavery and westward 

expansion are linked. 

NCSS 
I-III, V, & VII 

 
C3 

D2.Eco, 2.6-8, 
D2.His.1-3.6-8, 
D2.His.9.6-8, 

D2.His.12-14.6-8, 
D2.His.16.6-8 

 Political Cartoons 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  76  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Industrialization and Reform 
1793 – 1861  

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.5  The learner will summarize historical events 

from a variety of historical and contemporary 
perspectives, and understand why the 
perspectives have similarities and differences. 

 Identify and describe major advancements in 
transportation, manufacturing, farming, 
education, and communication. 

NCSS 
I-III & V 

 
C3 

D2.His.1-4.6-8, 
D2.His.6.6-8, 

D2.His.14-17.6-8 

  

8C.6  The learner will analyze the ways in which 
conflicting economic, social, and political 
ideals have led to conflict and compromise. 

 Evaluate the effects of industrialization on 
various groups of people. 

 Evaluate the effects of industrialism on 
sectionalism and nationalism. 

 Compare and contrast the experiences of African 
Americans in different regions. 

NCSS 
V-VIII & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8, 
D2.Eco.4.6-8, 

D2.Eco.14-15.6-8, 
D2.His.1.6-8, 

D2.His.2-5.6-8, 
D2.His.12.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8 

 Multi-layered maps – learners 
create a single map that 
includes overlapping economic, 
social, and political themes. 

8C.10  The learner will trace the gain and loss of 
civil and human rights, and analyze the 
consequences in the context of both 
dominating and subjugated groups. 

 Trace and evaluate the gain and loss of rights for 
immigrants, women, free African Americans, and 
workers during the era. 

NCSS 
I-II, IV-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.2-3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.6.6-8, 
D2.Civ.8.6-8, 

D2.Civ.10.6-8, 
D2.Civ.12.6-8, 
D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.His.2.6-8, 

D2.His.4-6.6-8, 
D2.His.14-15.6-8 

 Diary entry from the 
perspective of an immigrant, 
factory worker, African 
American, etc. 



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  77  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Civil War 
1850 – 1865  

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.5  The learner will summarize historical events 

from a variety of historical and contemporary 
perspectives, and understand why the 
perspectives have similarities and differences. 

 Trace the origins of the Confederacy and the 
causes of the Civil War through major conflicts 
and compromises. 

 Compare and contrast the advantages and 
disadvantages of the Union and Confederate 
militaries.  

NCSS 
I-III & V 

 
C3 

D2.His.1-4.6-8, 
D2.His.6.6-8, 

D2.His.14-17.6-8 

 The Civil War documentary 
created by Ken Burns 

8C.6  The learner will analyze the ways in which 
conflicting economic, social, and political 
ideals have led to conflict and compromise. 

 Explain the reasons individual states seceded 
from the Union. 

 Describe the experiences of various groups 
during the Civil War, including soldiers, slaves, 
women, and immigrants. Learners will compare 
and contrast these experiences. 

NCSS 
V-VIII & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.6-8, 
D2.Civ.14.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8, 
D2.Eco.4.6-8, 

D2.Eco.14-15.6-8, 
D2.His.1.6-8, 

D2.His.3-5.6-8, 
D2.His.12.6-8, 

D2.His.14-16.6-8 

 Primary sources – Gettysburg 
Address 

 Battle photos 
 Mapping activities – 

Underground Railroad 

8C.7  The learner will analyze the development of 
society. 

 Describe the ways in which the federal 
government prepared to reunite the nation after 
the Civil War. 

NCSS 
I-III, V, & VII 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.2.6-8, 
D2.His.1-3.6-8, 
D2.His.9.6-8, 

D2.His.12-14.6-8, 
D2.His.16.6-8 

 Write their own reconstruction 
plan 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  78  Grade 8 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Research Project 
(This can be a stand-alone unit, or these skills can be addressed throughout the content units.) 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
8C.11  The learner will create an analytical, 

plagiarism-free, research-based project. 
 Use a variety of sources, with at least one primary 

source, and choose a research topic related to the 
course. 

 Use note-taking, compelling and supporting 
questions, and evidence to document pertinent 
information. 

 Create an accurate and complete works-cited 
page using MLA, APA, or Chicago format. 

 Create an analytical, plagiarism-free, research-
based product that demonstrates mastery of 
research skills set forth by the C3 framework. 

NCSS 
II, IV-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D1.2-3.6-8, 
D1.5.6-8, 

D3.1-3.6-8, 
D4.1-2.6-8, 
D4.4.6-8, 

D2.Civ.1-2.6-8, 
D2.Civ.4-5.6-8, 
D2.Civ.7-8.6-8, 

D2.Civ.10-11.6-8, 
D2.Civ.13.6-8, 
D2.Eco.1.6-8 

 National Archives 
 https://www.congress.gov/ 
 Explorer business plan project 
 Legislative proposal 
 Turning points in American 

History since 1865 

 
 
 

https://www.congress.gov/
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Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  80  High School Overview 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

High School Overview 
 
The primary goal of Social Studies education is to give learners the knowledge, skills, and 
competencies to be active and informed citizens who are able to think critically, understand and 
explain the perspectives of others, make judgments, and communicate ideas effectively.1  The 
basis for the curriculum are the National Council for Social Studies (NCSS) standards, the 
Alaska Literacy standards, the College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social 
Studies State Standards, and community input.  Although different courses may be available to 
learners at various schools in the district, depending on learner and staffing needs, all learners 
receive comparable education on specific skills and concepts, as well as opportunities to 
participate in citizenship activities that model democratic principles and provide decision-making 
and problem-solving experiences. 
 
While this curriculum is designed to allow for personalized learning, there is continuity between 
schools through common core competencies. Common practices include an emphasis on 
relevancy and application, critical and historical thinking skills, research skills, civil discourse 
and communication, respect for diversity, and opportunities to grow as effective participatory 
citizens.  Depending on learners’ needs, a variety of levels of instruction, including Honors and 
Advanced Placement, may be offered at different schools. 
 
Alaska Studies 
This course is designed to meet the state-mandated requirement for all learners graduating from 
public high schools in Alaska. Course competencies reflect the culmination of study begun in 
Kindergarten. 
 
World Studies 
Learners will complete two semesters of world studies.  Learners will choose from first and 
second semester options to fulfill this requirement.  Course competencies allow learners to 
personalize their education while still fulfilling graduation requirements.   
 
American Studies 
Learners will complete two semesters of American studies.  Learners will choose from first and 
second semester options to fulfill this requirement.  
 
Government Studies 
Learners will complete a one-semester course designed to help prepare them to be informed and 
active participants in our democratic republic. They will learn about the structure and function of 

                                                 
1 “Social Studies Curriculum.” British Columbia, 9 Aug. 2019 <https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/social-
studies>.  

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/social-studies
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/social-studies
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our government and the role of the individual, as well as institutions, in the American political 
system. 
 
Contemporary Economic Studies 
Learners will take one semester of economics to prepare them to be informed, productive 
citizens in a complex, global economy. 
 
Electives 
Elective courses are offered at different schools when possible to address learners’ needs and 
interests.  Elective courses are one semester in length and cover a range of special interests from 
psychology to current issues. 
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FNSBSD High School Social Studies Graduation Requirements 
Three and one half (3.5) credits (7 semesters) are required for graduation, including 0.5 credit Alaska Studies. 

Alaska Studies 
9th-12th  

(One semester required) 

World Studies Options 
9th-10th  

(Two semesters required, which must one 
option from group A and one option from 

group B.) 

United States Studies Options 
11th  

(Two semesters required, which must 
include one option from group A and one 

option from group B.) 

Government Studies Options 
12th  

(One semester required) 

 Alaska Studies Group A 
 World History 1 
 Comparative Religions 
 World Geography 
 World History Honors 1 
 AP World History 1 
 AP European History/Literature 1 

Group A 
 Recent U.S. History 1 
 AP U.S. History 1 

 U.S. Government and Civics 
 American Legal Systems 
 Political Economy 1 (taken with 

Political Economy 2) 
 AP U.S. Government and Politics 

Contemporary  
Economic Studies Options 

12th 
(One semester required) Group B 

 World History 2 
 Global Issues 
 Global Diplomacy and Model U.N. 
 World History Honors 2 
 AP World History 2 
 AP European History/Literature 2 

Group B 
 Recent U.S. History 2 
 AP U.S. History 2 
 American Civil Rights 

Experience 

 Economics and Financial Literacy 
 Political Economy 2 (taken with 

Political Economy 1) 
 AP Macroeconomics 
 AP Microeconomics 

 
High School Social Studies Electives  

All electives are one semester unless otherwise noted 
Learners may select from the core courses listed above to meet the graduation requirements. 

The electives listed below provide an opportunity for a variety of interests. 
Core courses not taken as graduation requirements may be taken as elective courses. 

 AP Art History 

 AP Comparative Government and Politics 

 Current Issues 

 Psychology 
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High School Competencies 
 

Core Competencies 
The Social Studies core competencies are fostered and reinforced on every suitable occasion throughout 
the K-12 curriculum. These skills are common across all social studies courses, and learners are expected 
to be able to apply them across the curriculum. All core competencies have been created using the 
College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies State Standards, the National Council 
for Social Studies (NCSS) Standards, the Alaska Literacy Standards, or the Alaska English/Language 
Arts Standards. 
 
The core competencies listed for each grade might vary slightly; learners start these competencies in 
kindergarten and build upon them as they progress through twelfth grade. Geography skills are added to 
the list of competencies starting in seventh grade, and political science and economic competencies are 
added in high school. 
 

Historical Skills: 
HS.1  The learner will analyze and integrate primary sources. 
HS.2  The learner will sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects 

change and others stay the same. 
HS.3  The learner will use social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions.  The 

learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and communicate findings in written 
and digital formats. 

 

Geographic Skills: 
GS.1  The learner will identify basic human systems of the Earth. 
GS.2  The learner will understand the impact of interactions between people and the physical 

environment on the development and conditions of places, regions, and culture. 
GS.3  The learner will analyze the physical, human, and environmental geography of various 

regions of the world to evaluate the interdependent relationships and challenges facing 
human systems in order to solve problems and make decisions in the present and future. 

GS.4  The learner will analyze spatial patterns and movements as it relates to human populations. 
 

Communication Skills: 
CS.1  The learner will refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social 

studies vocabulary. 
CS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support 

claims with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient evidence for intended purpose and 
audience. 

CS.3  The learner will use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
CS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting 

and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and events, as well as discuss positions and 
be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
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Thinking Skills: 
TS.1  The learner will refine strategies to access a variety of sources and use appropriate research 

skills to gather, synthesize and report information using diverse modalities. 
 
Social Skills: 
SS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to 

the learning of others with a global lens that explores human, cultural, and societal issues and 
ethical practices.   

 
Political Science Skills: 
PSS.1  The learner will evaluate public policy using constitutional/ democratic principles in 

terms of intended and unintended outcomes and related consequences. 
PSS.2  The learner will apply civic virtues and democratic principles in order to empower 

themselves. 
PSS.3  The learner will use the social studies inquiry processes and civic skills to ask questions. 

The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze information before making informed 
decisions.   

 
 
Economic Skills: 
ES.1  The learner will assess personal, national, and global economic decisions using principles 

and processes of personal economics, the interaction of production, distribution, 
consumption, and the role of markets in various economic and political systems. 

ES.2  The learner will understand policy related to money and banking, including credit and the 
banking system. 

ES.3  The learner will apply econometric concepts and techniques to analyze economic 
phenomena. 

ES.4  The learner will understand the economic implications of government policies in areas of 
the economy such as labor, health care, education, natural resources, etc. 

ES.5  The learner will understand policy related to government expenditures and taxation. 
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Alaska Studies Curricular Competencies 
AS.1  The learner will analyze, create, and interpret maps, and compare and contrast issues between urban 

and rural Alaska. 
AS.2  The learner will analyze the culture of Alaska Natives. 
AS.3  The learner will apply knowledge of historical eras of colonization and the territorial period in 

order to analyze causes and consequences economically, socially, and politically. 
AS.4  The learner will explain how the Alaska Constitution establishes a system of government that has 

powers, responsibilities, and limits (within a system of federalism), and evaluate the role of 
natural resources in the economic development of Alaska. 

AS.5  The learner will engage in Alaska’s political system and evaluate the rights and responsibilities of 
the individual to promote civic virtue and democratic principles. 

AS.6  The learner will apply knowledge of historical eras of statehood in order to analyze causes and 
consequences economically, socially, and politically. 

AS.7  The learner will explore the economic, social and political issues specific to Alaska. 
 
 

Contemporary Economic Studies 
ES.1  The learner will apply the concepts of supply and demand, scarcity, and opportunity costs as related 

to their role as a consumer and/or producer. 
ES.2  The learner will apply and evaluate the personal effect of banking practices as it relates to 

compound interest, saving, investing, retirement, credit cards, debt, payday loans, and large 
purchases. 

ES.3  The learner will explore and evaluate the long-term economic impact of pursuing specific careers, 
colleges, and jobs of interest to them. 

ES.4  The learner will apply the concepts of opportunity costs and needs versus wants in order to create a 
variety of budgets that include earned income, purchases, savings, and investments. 

ES.5  The learner will understand the different types of taxes (e.g., sales, income, and property) at the 
local, state, and federal levels, and the use of taxes to make political decisions. 

ES.6  The learner will compare various economic systems, and understand the concepts of command, free 
market, mixed economies, capitalism, and socialism. 

ES.7  The learner will explain the value of money, forms of currency, inflation, the money multiplier, and 
monetary policy. 

ES.8  The learner will defend their economic decisions based on their knowledge of the effects of those 
decisions on the global community. 

 
 

Social Studies Electives Curricular Competencies  
See the course descriptions for a list of curricular competencies. 
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Government Studies Curricular Competencies 
GS.1  The learner will identify and analyze the democratic ideals within the Constitution, and evaluate the 

extent to which these principles are effective today.   
GS.2  The learner will explain how the United States Constitution establishes a system of government that 

has powers, responsibilities, and limits that have changed over time and that are still contested. 
GS.3  The learner will identify and evaluate the responsibilities of citizens to participate in our republican 

democracy at all levels of government, and will engage the government to fulfill their obligations 
within the system. 

GS.4  The learner will analyze how the amendments have been used to protect rights and promote the 
common good, and how these changes continue to impact American society. 

GS.5  The learner will identify the role of the media, special interest groups, and personal perspectives in 
political processes, and evaluate their impact on democratic principles. 

GS.6  The learner will complete a public speaking project that incorporates peers and discourse. 
GS.7  The learner will explore the concept of justice, and analyze whether our legal system reflects the 

learner’s personal economic, moral, political, and social values. 
GS.8  The learner will identify various areas of law (civil, criminal, local ordinances, etc.), and the 

interplay between various levels of our judicial system at the local, state, and federal levels. 
GS.9  The learner will identify established constitutional rights, analyze how those rights safeguard the 

political and social freedoms of Americans, and explore how they are designed to protect the 
rights of the minority. 

GS.10  The learner will evaluate and make informed decisions on legal issues, and defend decisions using 
legal evidence. 

GS.11  The learner will use content-specific vocabulary and reading strategies in order to enable them to 
read and analyze court decisions and opinions. 

GS.12  The learner will apply court procedures, strategies, and techniques in order to compete in a mock 
trial. 

GS.13  The learner will evaluate how landmark decisions have either expanded and/or restricted the rights 
of various groups over time. 

GS.14  The learner will research various public policy issues, evaluate current events that pertain to 
learner areas of interest at various levels of government, and evaluate how individuals and groups 
engage in the process to further democratic principles. 

GS.15  The learner will engage in the process of writing legislation and/or policy which includes 
conducting research, gathering public opinions, building coalitions, collaborating, and 
compromising with colleagues.  

GS.16  The learner will identify the perspectives of varying stakeholders who are affected by policies, and 
analyze how policies impact groups differently. 

GS.17  The learner will analyzes and apply economic concepts when creating their legislation or policy. 
GS.18  The learner will apply knowledge of legislative process and regulatory agencies in order to create 

their own original legislation or policy, which they will orally defend using evidence and 
persuasive argument. 
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United States Studies Curricular Competencies 
US.1  The learner will analyze and integrate primary sources. 
US.2  The learner will sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and 

others stay the same. 
US.3  The learner will use social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions.  The learner also 

will gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
US.4  The learner will compare and contrast various time periods. 
US.5  The learner will examine cause and effect relationships. 
US.6  The learner will identify the tensions that were inherent during the Reconstruction era, including 

the notions of federalism, and analyze the conflicting notions of “freedom” that were held by 
various groups.   

US.7  The learner will identify and categorize social, political, and economic changes that occurred 
during various periods of time. 

US.8  The learner will analyze the interplay between government and business during various periods of 
time (e.g., industrialization, New Deal programs, and expansion of the railroad). 

US.9  The learner will be able to identify the causes and effects of various conflicts, including the Civil 
War, Indian Wars, and World War I. 

US.10  The learner will be able to evaluate the causes of westward expansion and the effects that it had 
upon various groups, foreign countries, and the environment. (Suggested topics: Indigenous 
peoples, Dust Bowl, and slavery.) 

US.11  The learner will compare various periods of immigrations and migrations (e.g., Great Migration, 
Oakies, and urbanization/ industrialization).  

US.12  The learner will evaluate American values and democratic principles as new groups of people 
struggled to assimilate while still maintaining their own cultural identities (e.g., Irish, Indigenous 
people, Chinese, and Mexicans). 

US.13  The learner will evaluate how identity of the United States changed over time as its global 
presence broadened (e.g., Monroe Doctrine, Roosevelt Corollary, westward expansion, and World 
War I).  

US.14  The learner will identify new technologies that have shaped American society, and analyze the 
effects that have resulted from those new technologies (e.g., Gatling gun, tanks, airplanes, 
railroads, and telegraphs). 

US.15  The learner will evaluate the changing role of United States diplomacy in world affairs from 
World War II to the present (Cold War, United Nations, International Criminal Courts, etc.). 

US.16  The learner will evaluate reasons for and against United States involvement in various world 
conflicts, and the effects of U.S. involvement or non-involvement (World War II, Korea, Vietnam, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, etc.). 

US.17  The learner will evaluate how our democratic institutions led to various groups seeking greater 
rights and equality (Indigenous peoples,  women, African Americans, Latinos, disabled, LGBTQ, 
environmentalists, etc.). 

US.18  The learner will identify new technologies that have shaped American society, and analyze the 
effects that have resulted from those new technologies (e.g., internet, nuclear power, and medical 
advancements). 
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US.19  The learner will identify ways the media have shaped American society, opinions, and attitudes, 
and analyze the results (e.g., propaganda, Watergate, consumerism, 1950s television shows, fake 
news).  

US.20  The learner will analyze how changing political views have shaped American social, economic, 
and political policies and priorities (e.g., silent majority, conservative resurgence, counter-culture, 
war on terrorism, McCartyism). 

US.21  The learner will analyze the tensions between local, state, and federal actions that have shaped the 
United States (school desegregation, Title IX, ERA, LGBTQ rights, Indigenous rights, etc.). 

US.22  The learner will complete a research paper or History Day project that includes either a works 
cited or an annotated bibliography. 

 
 

World Studies Curricular Competencies 
WS.1  The learner will compare and contrast Medieval Europe, the Islamic Empire, and the Tang Dynasty 

and their expanding zones of influence. 
WS.2  The learner will explain the forces that led to globalization and the consequences of contact 

between cultures/societies. 
WS.3  The learner will explain how the decline of monarchies and the rise of nationalism reshaped 

governments and societies through revolution and reform, and the consequences of these changes. 
WS.4  The learner will evaluate how the Neolithic Revolution contributed to the rise of civilizations.  
WS.5  The learner will analyze the rise and fall of empires, and identify their major contributions to future 

civilizations. 
WS.6  The learner will explain how the industrial revolution impacted the growth of imperialism, and 

evaluate the major political, economic, and social changes that followed.  The learner will also 
explain how the tension from these changes led to conflict and the breakup of empires, and how it 
led to World War I. 

WS.7  The learner will identify and explain the causes and consequences of World War II. 
WS.8  The learner will analyze the events that fueled the Cold War, and explain how these events and 

conflicts have shaped modern history. 
WS.9  The learner will analyze the consequences of the collapse of imperialism, the evolution of self-

determination, and the spread of democratic principles in the 20th century. 
WS.10  The learner will identify how globalization has led to conflict, as well as compromise and 

cooperation, in the 21st century, drawing connections between current and historical events. 
WS.11  The learner will complete a research project with an annotated bibliography. 
WS.12  The learner will identify and describe the basic elements that define religious beliefs and 

practices. 
WS.13  The learner will describe the development of major Eastern religions, including foundations, 

important beliefs, practices, and deities.   
WS.14  The learner will describe the development of major Western religions, including foundations, 

important beliefs, practices, and deities. 
WS.15  The learner will identify and analyze modern issues and trends in religion, including their social, 

political, and economic impacts. 
WS.16  The learner will describe the structures and procedures of the United Nations. 
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WS.17  The learner will describe important historical issues affecting the United Nations, and evaluate 
the organization’s effectiveness in dealing with them. 

WS.18  The learner will articulate foreign policies of various countries. 
WS.19  The learner will assess the role of government and international alliances in managing global 

stability and peace. 
WS.20  The learner will analyze an issue currently before the United Nations from various member 

nation’s perspectives. 
WS.21  The learner will understand and competently use the rules of procedure, diplomatic protocol, and 

negotiating techniques common to UN delegates. 
WS.22  The learner will write resolutions and develop creative solutions to world problems. 
WS.23  The learner will become a critical consumer of information and an engaged global citizen who 

acts with empathy and awareness of historical and current systems of power. 
WS.24  The learner will understand issues, events, and policy choices in the context of a historical time 

period. 
WS.25  Analyze critical topics which will be covered within the context of student presentations (e.g., 

effects of WWII, United Nations, NATO, and the origins of communism). 
WS.26  The learner will use geographic inquiry processes and skills to ask questions, organize and 

analyze information, answer questions, and communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
WS.27  The learner will understand natural forces and changes, and how these effect physical and human 

environments. 
WS.28  The learner will understand the relationship between human and physical geography. 
WS.29  The learner will demonstrate knowledge of the environmental and cultural, political, and 

economic factors that shape an area. 
WS.30  The learner will apply knowledge of the physical environment to resource management, planning, 

and conservation. 
WS.31  The learner will gain knowledge of spatial patters of economic activity, cultural groups, social 

issues, and international well-being. 
WS.32  The learner will use qualitative and quantitative data to make analysis and predictions. 
WS.33  The learner will read, interpret, construct, use, and apply information from a variety of maps, 

charts, globes, and navigational tools. 
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Alaska Studies 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  9-12 In this one-semester survey course, learners will become familiar with the historic, economic, political, geographic, and cultural influences on 
Alaska, and the ways these forces have shaped modern-day Alaskan society.  This class emphasizes civics in order to help learners become 
responsible and engaged citizens.   
 
This course fulfills the Alaska state history graduation requirement. 
 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 Compare and contrast various time periods. 
 Comprehend continuity and change over time. 
 Appreciate the variety of historical perspectives. 

 
Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using 
diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 
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Indigenous People 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives  

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
AS.1  The learner will analyze, create, and interpret 

maps. The learner will also compare and 
contrast issues resulting from Alaska’s large 
geographical area. 

 Construct, apply, and interpret a variety of maps 
and their components (e.g., physical maps, 
political maps, ecoregions, and Alaska Native 
culture maps). 

AK Cultural 
B1-4, D1-6,  
E1-2 & 5-7 

 
NCSS 

III 
 

C3 
D2.Eco.1.9-12, 
D2.Geo.2.9-12, 
D2.Geo.4.9-12 

  

AS.2  The learner will analyze the culture of Alaska 
Natives. 

 Analyze the Indigenous cultures prior to western 
contact, and the effects of interactions with other 
societies and cultures. 

 Explore Alaskan cultures, such as Inupiat, 
Athabascan, Aleut, Tlingit, and Yu’pik. This will 
include literature, dance, music, and art. 

 Understand the development and purpose of 
Alaska Native corporations. 

 Investigate the historical issues experienced by 
Alaskans, such as: 

o Russian colonization 
o Effects of missionaries 
o Aleut internment 
o Boarding schools 
o Effects of disease 
o Effects of globalization. 

 Explore historically significant Alaskans (e.g., 
Elizabeth Peratrovich and Alberta Schenck). 

NCSS 
I-V 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.3.9-12, 
D2.Geo.5-6.9-12 
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Territory 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives  

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
AS.3  The learner will apply knowledge of historical 

eras of colonization and the territorial period 
in order to analyze causes and consequences 
economically, socially, and politically. 

 Analyze the impact of World War II on Alaska 
(e.g., Alaska/Canada Highway, Aleut internment, 
and the Lend/Lease Act).  

 Explain the Great Depression and the New Deal 
Programs, and how they impacted Alaska (e.g., 
Matanuska Colony and the Indian Reorganization 
Act).  

 Understand the Anti-Discrimination Act of 1945. 
 Evaluate the development of the post-war 

statehood movement. 

C3 
D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Civ.8.9-12, 

D2.Geo.6-7.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.3.9-12 

  

 

Statehood 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives  

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
AS.4  The learner will explain how the Alaska 

Constitution establishes a system of 
government that has powers, responsibilities, 
and limits (within a system of federalism), and 
evaluate the role of natural resources in the 
economic development of Alaska. 

 Analyze earliest forms of government under U.S. 
control.  

 Describe the Constitutional Convention and 
ratification.  

 Recognize challenges of early state government 
(e.g., funding government and state land 
selection). 

 Understand Alaska’s governmental institutions – 
legislative, executive, and judicial branches. 

 Describe borough and city governments, as well 
as school boards. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.1.9-12, 
D2.Civ.8.9-12, 
D2.Geo.5.9-12, 
D2.Hist.5.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
AS.4 continued…  Describe tribal governments. 

 Examine the unique features of Alaska’s 
economy, and the relationship between state 
government and the economy. 

 Understand federalism and the powers and limits 
of national, state, and local governments. 

 Trace the development of the oil industry and 
pipeline construction. 

   

AS.6  The learner will apply knowledge of historical 
eras of statehood to analyze causes and 
consequences economically, socially, and 
politically. 

 Describe the purchase of Alaska and the United 
States colonization era. 

 Evaluate the development of the post-war 
statehood movement. 

 Recognize the significance of the First and 
Second Organic Acts. 

 Analyze the economic impact of mineral and 
marine industries. 

 Analyze the impact of World War II on Alaska 
(e.g., Alaska/Canada Highway, Aleut internment, 
and the Lend/Lease Act).  

 Explore the impact of Alaska’s strategic location 
and the Cold War. 

 Explain the impact of the Alaska Railroad, 
Matanuska Colony, and military bases. 

 Explain the Great Depression and the New Deal 
Programs and the impact both had on Alaska 
(e.g., Matanuska Colony and the Indian 
Reorganization Act).  

 Evaluate the development of the post-war 
statehood movement. 

C3 
D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Civ.8.9-12, 

D2.Geo.6-7.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.3.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
AS.6 continued…  Describe the development and diversification of 

Alaska’s economy (e.g., timber, fisheries, and 
tourism). 

 Explore the impact of Alaska’s strategic location 
and the Cold War. 

 Explain the impact of the Alaska Railroad, 
Matanuska Colony, and military bases. 

 Understand the development and purpose of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) 
and the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act (ANILCA). 

 Explore Jim Crow laws in Alaska. 

   

 

Current Issues 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Curricular 

Competencies 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

AS.1  The learner will analyze, create, and interpret 
maps. The learner will also compare and 
contrast issues resulting from Alaska’s large 
geographical area. 

 Construct, apply, and interpret a variety of maps 
and their components (e.g., physical maps, 
political maps, ecoregions, and Alaska Native 
culture maps). 

 Interpret map data as it applies to these Alaskan 
topics: 

o Mineral resources and their impact on urban 
and rural economics. 

o Modes of transportation (e.g., planes, trains, 
automobiles, and boats). 

AK Cultural 
B1-4, D1-6,  
E1-2 & 5-7 

 
NCSS 

III 
 

C3 
D2.Eco.1.9-12, 
D2.Geo.2.9-12, 
D2.Geo.4.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
AS.1 continued… o Subsistence hunting and fishing, and the Alaska 

National Interest Lands Conservation Act 
(ANILCA). 

o Road to King Cove controversy. 
o Education in rural and urban Alaska. 
o Social issues (e.g., suicide, domestic violence, 

the opioid crisis). 
o Economic issues (e.g., travel, cost of food and 

necessities, and healthcare) 
o Climate change and the impact it has on urban 

and rural Alaskan populations. (e.g., erosion, 
permafrost melting, hunting and fishing). 

o Political (e.g., law enforcement issues in rural 
Alaska and Village Public Safety Officer 
(VPSO) program). 

   

AS.2  The learner will analyze the cultures of Alaska 
Natives. 

 Understand the development and purpose of Alaska 
Native corporations. 

 Recognize and evaluate the challenges of preserving 
Alaska Native heritage, languages, and identity 
(e.g., Molly Hootch case, subsistence, Howard Rock 
and the Tundra Times).  

 Explore the effects of globalization on Alaska. 

   

AS.5  The learner will engage in Alaska’s political 
system, and evaluate the rights and 
responsibilities of the individual to promote 
civic virtue and democratic principles. 

 Discuss and understand the importance of voter 
registration. 

 Recognize and evaluate the challenges of preserving 
Alaska Native heritage, languages, and identity 
(e.g., Molly Hootch case, subsistence, and Howard 
Rock and the Tundra Times).  

 Understand the Anti-Discrimination Act of 1945. 
 Explore historically significant Alaskans (e.g., 

Elizabeth Peratrovich and Alberta Schenck). 
 Understand their civic responsibilities. 

NCSS 
IV-VI & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.5.9-12, 
D2.Civ.7.9-12, 

D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.His.7.9-12 

 Email their representatives (e.g., 
school board, borough, city, 
legislator, and Congress) 

 Attend and/or give citizen 
testimony at school board, city 
council, and/or borough 
assembly meetings. 

 Guest speakers (legislators, 
mayors, military) 

 Kids Voting 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives  
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
AS.7  The learner will explore the economic, social 

and political issues specific to Alaska. 
 Analyze the economic impact of mineral and 

marine industries. 
 Describe the development and diversification of 

Alaska’s economy (e.g., timber, fisheries, and 
tourism).  

 Explain the impact of the Alaska Railroad, 
Matanuska Colony, and military bases. 

 Analyze the role of natural resources (e.g., fur, 
mining, timber, fish, and oil) on the economy. 

 Explore the history of the Permanent Fund 
Dividend and the economic impact on Alaska. 

 Trace the development of the oil industry and 
pipeline construction. 

 Describe the development and diversification of 
Alaska’s economy (e.g., timber, fisheries, and 
tourism). 
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Contemporary Economic Studies Overview 
 
Grade: 11 – 12  
Length: One Semester 
Prerequisites: None 

AP: Teacher recommendation 
 
The Contemporary Economic Studies requirement may be met with successful completion of any of the 
following courses. 
 
Economics and Financial Literacy (one semester): Economics and Financial Literacy analyzes how 
individuals, communities and nations make rational choices in a world defined by scarcity.  The primary 
goal of the course is to help learners become effective citizens as they develop the skills needed to be 
productive workers, informed consumers and prudent investors.  The course incorporates current events 
and historical developments, many of which are included in other social studies courses, analyzing them 
with economic concepts, theories and models in order to view them from a different perspective and 
investigate them in greater depth. 
 
Political Economy 2 (one semester): The learner will have the opportunity to delve deeply into the 
economics of specific public policies, and the economic, social, and political impact of those decisions.  
The learner will explore personal economic decisions, as well as apply economic principles to a local 
policy issue.  They will have the option of selecting a strand of interest for the semester and, through that 
specific lens, will analyze specific political processes.  Some suggested strands for inquiry include issues 
centered around health care, law enforcement and criminal justice, education, environmental and natural 
resources, and arts and communication.   
 
Advanced Placement Macroeconomics (one semester): Learners develop a thorough understanding of 
the principles of economics that apply to the economy as a whole.  This course places primary emphasis 
on the study of gross domestic product, national income and price level determination.  It also develops 
learners’ familiarity with economic performance measures, economic growth and international 
economics.  This course is designed for learners capable of introductory college-level work, follows the 
description put forward by the College Board and prepares them to take the Advanced Placement exam.  
A summer reading list or assignment may be required prior to the course. 
 
Advanced Placement Microeconomics (one semester): Learners develop a thorough understanding of 
the principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers and 
producers, within the larger economic system.  It places primary emphasis on the nature and functions of 
product markets and includes the study of factor markets and the role of government in promoting greater 
efficiency and equity in the economy.  This course is designed for learners capable of introductory 
college-level work, follows the description put forward by the College Board and prepares them to take 
the Advanced Placement exam.  A summer reading list or assignment may be required prior to the course. 
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Advanced Placement (AP) Macroeconomics 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  12 This course is designed for learners capable of college level work, follows the description put forward by the College Board, and prepares 
them to take the Advanced Placement exam. Learners develop a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to the 
economy as a whole.  This course places primary emphasis on the study of gross domestic product, national income, and price level 
determination.  It also develops learners’ familiarity with economic performance measures, economic growth, and international economics.  
A summer reading list or assignments may be required prior to the course.  The class follows the advanced placement course description and 
uses appropriate materials as set forth by the College Board.  The AP exam is strongly encouraged. 
 
 
Additional Skills and Expectations: 

 Willingness to accept and complete a rigorous reading schedule including text, primary sources, and supplemental materials. 
 Demonstrate advanced proficient writing skills. 
 Independently analyze literature. 

 
Please visit the College Board AP Central website for more information (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com). 
 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  Teacher 
recommendation 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
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Advanced Placement (AP) Microeconomics 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  12 This course is designed for learners capable of college level work, follows the description put forward by the College Board, and prepares 
them to take the Advanced Placement exam. Learners develop a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to the 
functions of individual decision makers, both consumers and producers, within the larger economic system. It places primary emphasis on the 
nature and functions of product markets, and includes the study of factor markets and the role of government in promoting greater efficiency 
and equity in the economy. A summer reading list or assignments may be required prior to the course.  The class follows the advanced 
placement course description and uses appropriate materials as set forth by the College Board.  The AP exam is strongly encouraged. 
 
 
Additional Skills and Expectations: 

 Willingness to accept and complete a rigorous reading schedule including text, primary sources, and supplemental materials. 
 Demonstrate advanced proficient writing skills. 
 Independently analyze literature. 

 
Please visit the College Board AP Central website for more information (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com). 
 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  Teacher 
recommendation 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
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Economics and Financial Literacy 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  11-12 Learners will come to understand basic economic theory by evaluating choices made in their world through the lens of economic 
thought.  They will also be able to practice real work skills, such as budgeting, managing credit, writing a resume, menu planning, 
filling out tax forms, renting and furnishing a home, and interacting with guest speakers. Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, 

and communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 Compare and contrast various time periods. 
 Comprehend continuity and change over time. 
 Appreciate the variety of historical perspectives. 

 
Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and 

sufficient evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, 

and events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital 
formats. 

 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information 
using diverse modalities. 
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Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that 
explores human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 

Economic Skills 
The learner will: 

 Assess personal, national, and global economic decisions using principles and processes of personal economics, the interaction 
of production, distribution, consumption, and the role of markets in various economic and political systems. 

 Understand policy related to money and banking, including credit and the banking system. 
 Apply econometric concepts and techniques to analyze economic phenomena. 
 Understand the economic implications of government policies in areas of the economy such as labor, healthcare, natural 

resources, etc. 
 Understand policy related to government expenditures and taxation. 

 

Supply and Demand 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.1  The learner will apply the concepts of supply 

and demand, scarcity, and opportunity costs as 
related to their role as a consumer and/or 
producer. 

 Show how supply and demand impacts the price 
of goods. 

 Explore how government regulations effects 
consumer choices. 

 Understand business owner GS 

NCSS 
I-III 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.1.9-12, 
D2.Eco.3-4.9-12 

 Learners will act as consumers 
in a classroom store to 
demonstrate a barter system and 
the cost of goods. 

 Barter system game. 
 Play Dough Economics 

(https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ 
ED315359.pdf) 

 Econo Class games and 
simulations 
(http://www.econoclass.com/games.html) 

  

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED315359.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED315359.pdf
http://www.econoclass.com/games.html
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Power of Compound Interest 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.2  The learner will apply and evaluate the 

personal effect of banking practices as it 
relates to compound interest, saving, 
investing, retirement, credit cards, debt, 
payday loans, and large purchases. 

 Compare various ways to save for specific long-
term and short-term goals. 

 Understand credit ratings and ways to establish 
good credit. 

 Calculate interest at various rates (e.g., $10,000 at 
5%).  

 Understand investment GS 

NCSS 
V-VI 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.2.9-12 

 Dave Ramsey Investment 
Calculator 
(https://www.daveramsey.com/smartvestor/ 
investment-calculator)  

 

Employment 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 

ES.3  The learner will explore and evaluate the long-
term economic impact of pursuing specific 
careers, colleges, and jobs of interest to them. 

 Complete a search for jobs that do and do not 
require a high school diploma, and search for jobs 
that require post-secondary education.  The 
learner will then compare and contrast the 
minimum education requirements, average pay, 
and near/distant outlook for each job. 

 Develop a resume, cover letter, and/or fill out a 
job application. 

 Review and practice interview skills. 
 Explore labor unions such as the Operating 

Engineers, Plumbers and Pipefitters, and Alaska 
Teamsters. 

 

NCSS 
I & IV-V 

 FAFSA 
(https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa) 

  

https://www.daveramsey.com/smartvestor/investment-calculator
https://www.daveramsey.com/smartvestor/investment-calculator
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.3 continued…  Research the Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA), and understand what 
information is required to complete the FAFSA.  

 Understand employment GS. 

   

 

Budgeting 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.4  The learner will apply the concepts of 

opportunity costs and needs versus wants in 
order to create a variety of budgets that 
include earned income, purchases, savings, 
and investments. 

 Explore the following topics and create their own 
budget that includes income, purchases, savings, 
and investments. 

o Weekly menu planning and spending budget. 
o Costs of owning a car. 
o Rent at furnished versus unfurnished 

apartments. 
 Understand insurance GS. 
 Understand rental company GS (e.g., Sommers 

and Associates). 
 Understand real estate GS. 
 Understand car sales GS. 

NCSS 
IV, VII, & XI 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.5.9-12 

 Budget calculator 
(https://www.quicken.com/budget-
calculator)  

 Dog food lesson 
 Spirit of Alaska’s Bonzai online 

budget simulation 
(https://spiritofak.teachbanzai.com/)  

  

https://www.quicken.com/budget-calculator
https://www.quicken.com/budget-calculator
https://spiritofak.teachbanzai.com/
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Taxes 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.5  The learner will understand the different types 

of taxes (e.g., sales, income, and property) at 
the local, state, and federal levels, and the use 
of taxes to make political decisions. 

 Explore the purpose and complete a W2, W4, and 
individual tax return. 

 Examine a pay stub and discuss the various 
fields. 

 Look up property taxes on the borough website. 
 Explore local, state, and federal taxes. 
 Explore sales tax rates. 
 Compare and contrast various state taxes. 
 Understand accountant GS. 

NCSS 
V-VI & X 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.7.9-12, 
D2.Civ.13.9-12 

 Smart Asset’s federal income 
tax calculator 
(https://smartasset.com/taxes/income-
taxes)  

 

Economic Systems 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.6  The learner will compare various economic 

systems, and understand the concepts of 
command, free market, mixed economies, 
capitalism, and socialism. 

 Explore national economic decisions and 
understand fiscal responsibility. 

 Explore various market structures such as 
traditional, free market, command, and mixed. 

 Understand collective bargaining. 
 Analyze economic systems versus political 

systems. 
 Examine government intervention in economics. 

NCSS 
II, V-VII, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Eco,7-9.9-12, 
D2.Civ.1.9-12 

 Econ Ed Link’s website 
(https://www.econedlink.org/resources/ 
collection/understanding-fiscal-
responsibility/)  

  

https://smartasset.com/taxes/income-taxes
https://smartasset.com/taxes/income-taxes
https://www.econedlink.org/resources/collection/understanding-fiscal-responsibility/
https://www.econedlink.org/resources/collection/understanding-fiscal-responsibility/
https://www.econedlink.org/resources/collection/understanding-fiscal-responsibility/
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Banking 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.7  The learner will explain the value of money, 

forms of currency, inflation, the money 
multiplier, and monetary policy. 

 Understand bank GS. NCSS 
I, V-VII, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.10.9-12, 
D2.Eco.12.9-12 

  

 

Global Economics 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.8  The learner will defend their economic 

decisions based on their knowledge of the 
effects of those decisions on the global 
community.  

 Explore the economic impact of globalization. 
 Understand trade agreements and tariffs, and the 

impact these have on product prices. 
 Analyze the role of natural resources on the 

economy. 
 Understand economy of scale and the impact this 

has on the global economy. 

NCSS 
I-X 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.11.9-12, 
D2.Eco.14-15.9-12, 

D2.Civ.1.9-12, 
D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Civ.6.9-12, 
D2.Geo.1.9-12, 
D2.Geo.9.9-12, 

D2.Geo.11.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12 

 Washington State Council for 
the Social Studies 
(https://www.wscss.org/economics)  

https://www.wscss.org/economics
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Political Economy 2 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  11-12 The learner will have the opportunity to delve deeply into the economics of specific public policies, and the economic, social, and political 
impact of those decisions.  The learner will explore personal economic decisions, as well as apply economic principles to a local policy issue.  
They will have the option of selecting a strand of interest for the semester and, through that specific lens, will analyze specific political 
processes.  Some suggested strands for inquiry include issues centered around health care, law enforcement and criminal justice, education, 
environmental and natural resources, and arts and communication.   

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, 

and communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 Compare and contrast various time periods. 
 Comprehend continuity and change over time. 
 Appreciate the variety of historical perspectives. 

 
Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and 

sufficient evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, 

and events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital 
formats. 

 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information 
using diverse modalities. 
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Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that 
explores human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 

Economic Skills 
The learner will: 

 Assess personal, national, and global economic decisions using principles and processes of personal economics, the interaction 
of production, distribution, consumption, and the role of markets in various economic and political systems. 

 Understand policy related to money and banking, including credit and the banking system. 
 Apply econometric concepts and techniques to analyze economic phenomena. 
 Understand the economic implications of government policies in areas of the economy such as labor, healthcare, natural 

resources, etc. 
 Understand policy related to government expenditures and taxation. 

 
Political Science Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Evaluate public policy using constitutional/democratic principles in terms of intended and unintended outcomes and the related 
consequences. 

 Apply civic virtues and democratic principles in order to empower the learner. 
 Use the inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions, and will gather, interpret, and analyze information before making informed 

decisions. 
 

Power of Compound Interest 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.2  The learner will apply and evaluate the 

personal effect of banking practices as it 
relates to compound interest, saving, 
investing, retirement, credit cards, debt, 
payday loans, and large purchases. 

 Calculate interest at various rates (e.g., $10,000 at 
5%).  

 Compare various ways to save for specific long-
term and short-term goals. 

 Understand credit ratings and ways to establish 
good credit. 

 Understand investment GS. 

NCSS 
V-VI 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.2.9-12 
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Budgeting 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.4  The learner will apply the concepts of 

opportunity costs and needs versus wants in 
order to create a variety of budgets that 
include earned income, purchases, savings, 
and investments. 

 Explore the following topics and create their own 
budget that includes income, purchases, savings, 
and investments. 

o Weekly menu planning and spending budget. 
o Costs of owning a car. 
o Rent at furnished versus unfurnished 

apartments. 
o Insurance 
o Healthcare 

NCSS 
IV, VII, & XI 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.5.9-12 

 Spirit of Alaska’s Bonzai online 
budget simulation 
(https://spiritofak.teachbanzai.com/) 

 

Taxes 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.5  The learner will understand the different types 

of taxes (e.g., sales, income, and property) at 
the local, state, and federal levels, and the use 
of taxes to make political decisions. 

 Apply knowledge of different types of taxes to 
explain possible ways to fund their proposed 
legislation and/or policy, and the implications of 
each proposal. 

 Identify types of taxes that are collected in their 
local community and how the funds are spent. 

 Complete a personal individual tax form. 
 Define fiscal policy. 
 Explore various taxes, including property, 

federal, sales, and state taxes. 

NCSS 
V-VI & X 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.7.9-12, 
D2.Civ.13.9-12 

 
 
 
 

 

  

  

https://spiritofak.teachbanzai.com/
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Banking 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.7  The learner will explain the value of money, 

forms of currency, inflation, the money 
multiplier, and monetary policy. 

 Identify factors that impact the ability to borrow 
money and the interest rates that are associated 
with certain risk factors. 

 Define monetary policy. 
 Identify how to build a positive credit scores. 

NCSS 
I, V-VII, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.10.9-12, 
D2.Eco.12.9-12 

  

 

 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.10  The learner will identify individuals and 

groups that are making political and social 
change, and analyze how they approach their 
projects using economic principles (Greta 
Thursten, 4ocean, etc.). 

 Objectives?    

 

Economic Systems 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.11  The learner will compare various economic 

systems, and analyze the underlying 
philosophies of the command, market, and 
mixed economies.   

 Define each economic system.  
o Examples? 

  Create compare/contrast charts, 
graphs, or infographics. 
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Local Economies 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.12  The learner will engage in a local economic 

policy project, and defend their economic 
decisions based on the effects of those 
decisions on the local community.  

 Defend priorities using the factors identified by 
the Copenhagen Consensus model at a local 
event. 

 Explore the Genius Hour approach.  

  Copenhagen Consensus Center 
(https://www.copenhagenconsensus.com/)  

 
 
 
 

https://www.copenhagenconsensus.com/


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  113  Electives 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 
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Advanced Placement (AP) Art History 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  11-12 Advanced Placement (AP) Art History gives learners the opportunity to pursue college-level art history studies while still in high school. 
Learners study history by examining the major forms of artistic expression from prehistoric to contemporary times. This examination of the 
role of visual art is not taught in a vacuum but within the essential contexts of history, geography, politics, religion, and culture. Learners 
contemplate the development of civilization, and considering issues such as gender, patronage, functions ,and effects of art by studying 
individual cultures as they are reflected in art history. They learn to look at works of art critically, with intelligence and sensitivity, and to 
articulate what they see or experience.  
 
This class follows the advanced placement course description, and uses appropriate materials for art history as set forth by the College Board. 
The AP exam is strongly encouraged. 
 
 
Additional Skills and Expectations: 

 Willingness to accept and complete a rigorous reading schedule including text, primary sources, and supplemental materials. 
 Demonstrate advanced proficient writing skills. 
 Independently analyze literature. 

 
Please visit the College Board AP Central website for more information (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com). 
 

Length:  Two semesters 
Prerequisites:  Teacher 
recommendation 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/


Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  115  AP Comparative Government & Politics 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Advanced Placement (AP) Comparative 
Government & Politics 

Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  11-12 Advanced Placement (AP) Comparative Government & Politics is designed for learners capable of college-level work, follows the description 
put forward by the College Board, and prepares thems to take the Advanced Placement exam. This course gives learners a basic 
understanding of the world’s diverse political structures and practices, as well as the key political relationship found in all nations.  The 
course encompasses the study of specific countries: Great Britain, France, Russia, China, and either India, Mexico or Nigeria.  These 
countries are included because they are covered in college comparative politics courses, and provide paradigms of different types of political 
systems.  The inclusion of developing nations allows learners to examine the political implications of different levels of economic 
development.   
 
A summer reading list or assignments may be required prior to the course.   
 
 
Additional Skills and Expectations: 

 Willingness to accept and complete a rigorous reading schedule including text, primary sources, and supplemental materials. 
 Demonstrate advanced proficient writing skills. 
 Independently analyze literature. 

 
Please visit the College Board AP Central website for more information (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com). 
 

Length:  One semester 
Prerequisites:  None 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
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Current Issues & Events 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  11-12 Current Issues & Events develops awareness and understanding of issues that influence their community, state, nation, and the world. The 
course content varies according to major current events and issues. 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, 

and communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 Compare and contrast various time periods. 
 Comprehend continuity and change over time. 
 Appreciate the variety of historical perspectives. 

 
Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and 

sufficient evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, 

and events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital 
formats. 

 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information 
using diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that 
explores human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 
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Constitutional Principles and the Foundation of United States Government 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
CI.1  The learner will analyze and describe how the 

Constitution organizes the power to govern 
and sets up the three branches of government. 

 Explain the purpose of a government and 
examine various forms of government. 

 Analyze and describe how the Constitution 
organizes the government into three branches, 
identify the powers and responsibilities of each 
brand, and explain interactions between branches. 

 Identify national powers, state powers (reserved), 
and concurrent powers of the national, state, and 
local governments. 

 Describe the importance of the supremacy clause 
and the commerce clause, and explain how the 
Constitution divides power between the national 
and state governments. 

 Analyze factors that have contributed to the 
expansion of the power of the federal 
government. 

 Identify the checks Congress has on the other 
branches. 

 Explain the various roles of the President (e.g., 
chief of state, executive, diplomat, party leader, 
and commander in chief). 

 Explain the principle of judicial review and 
evaluate its impact on individual rights, as well as 
federalism and the balance of power. 

 Evaluate how each branch and their interactions 
fulfill the constitutional principles of checks and 
balances and limited government. 

NCSS 
V-VI 
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Constitutional Issues 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
CI.2  The learner will analyze constitutional issues 

facing the United States. 
 Research and analyze at least one of the following 

topics: 
o Surveillance and privacy 
o Suspected terrorists and habeas corpus 
o Patriot Act 
o Freedom of speech 
o Freedom of religion 
o Marriage 
o Voter ID laws 
o Affirmative action 
o Federalism and the balance of power 

NCSS 
X 

  

 

Domestic Policy 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
CI.3  The learner will analyze domestic issues in the 

United States and the impact of various policy 
decisions. 

 Research and analyze at least one of the 
following policy issues: 

o Federal budget 
o Economy and unemployment 
o Economy and business regulation 
o Healthcare 
o Welfare and poverty 
o Drug policy 
o Crime 
o Education 
o Energy 

NCSS 
VII 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
CI.3 continued… o Immigration 

o Science and technology 
o Environment 

   

 

Foreign Policy and Global Issues 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
CI.4  The learner will analyze foreign policy issues 

facing the United States. 
 Research and analyze at least one of the 

following topics: 
o Global climate change 
o Free trade 
o Fair trade 
o Foreign aid 
o Supporting democracy and human rights 
o International women’s rights 
o Nuclear non-proliferation 
o An issue specific to the following regions: 

 Asia – Pakistan and civilian aid, or China 
and trade 

 Middle East – supporting democratic 
movements 

 Europe and Russia – NATO 
 Latin America – drug crime in Mexico 
 Africa – use of force to fight terrorist 

groups, or sanctions in Sudan. 

NCSS 
IX-X 
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Defense and National Security 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
CI.5  The learner will analyze defense and national 

security issues in the United States. 
 Research and analyze at least one of the 

following topics: 
o Military spending 
o Nation building 
o Size and make-up of the United States 

military 
o Diplomacy versus military action 
o Mandatory national service 
o Patriot Act 
o Warrantless wiretapping 

NCSS 
IX 

  

 

Alaska Government 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
CI.6  The learner will analyze political and economic 

issues facing or involving Alaska. 
 Research and analyze at least one of the 

following topics: 
o Energy costs 
o Oil taxes and production 
o Same sex marriage 
o Military and the economy 
o Voter turnout 
o Air quality and the Clean Air Act 
o Resource development versus environmental 

protection 
o Environmental impacts of tourism 
o Subsistence and rural preference 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
CI.6  continued… o Tribal sovereignty and self determination 

o Domestic violence and substance abuse 
o Education 
o Permanent Fund Dividend 
o Moving the state capital 
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Psychology 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  10-12 Psychology introduces learners to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and animals.  
Learners are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology.  
They also learn about the methods psychologists used to explore the processes involved in normal and abnormal perceptions, thoughts, 
feelings, and actions. 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, 

and communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 Compare and contrast various time periods. 
 Comprehend continuity and change over time. 
 Appreciate the variety of historical perspectives. 

 
Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and 

sufficient evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, 

and events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital 
formats. 

 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information 
using diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that 
explores human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 
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Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
P.1  The learner will explain the history and origins 

of the science of psychology. 
 Understand the ethical standards governing the 

work of psychologists. 
 Understand the history, theoretical approaches, and 

research methods of psychology. 

NCSS 
III-V 

 
C3 

D2.Psy.1.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.12.9-12 

  

P.2  The learner will analyze information from a 
variety of sources and organize data. 

 Interpret charts, graphs, statistics, and other data 
related to the areas of study. 

 Analyze the validity of certain data and studies. 
 Infer interpretations from case studies. 

NCSS 
III-V 

 
C3 

D2.Psy.3-6.9-12, 
D2.Psy.14.9-12, 
D2.Psy.21.9-12 

  

P.3  The learner will identify aspects of the learning 
process and brain function. 

 Understand the geography and functions of various 
parts of the brain. 

 Explore the anatomy of the nervous system. 
 Understand the difference in individual and group 

behavior. 
 Identify the sources of bias, stereotypes, and 

prejudice. 

NCSS 
III-V 

 
C3 

D2.Psy.7.9-12, 
D2.Psy.10-13.9-12, 
D2.Psy.15-17.9-12 

  

P.4  The learner will analyze various aspects of 
social development. 

 Understand the impact that various social 
institutions have upon individuals (family, school, 
religion, etc.). 

 Identify the various stages of development. 
 Identify the various hierarchy of needs according to 

Maslow. 

NCSS 
III-V 

 
C3 

D2.Psy.2.9-12, 
D2.Psy.9.9-12, 

D2.Psy.18-19.9-12 

  

P.5  The learner will analyze various aspects of 
personality development, abnormal behavior, 
and available treatment options. 

 Break down how personalities are affected by a 
variety of determinants. 

 Identify various emotions and motivations. 
 Identify various types of personalities. 
 Become aware of one’s own personal biases. 
 Identify various abnormal behaviors. 
 Identify various treatment options. 
 Explore available resources and community help 

centers. 

NCSS 
III-V 

 
C3 

D2.Psy.2.9-12, 
D2.Psy.7.9-12, 
D2.Psy.9.9-12, 
D2.Psy.19.9-12 
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Government Studies Overview 
 
Grade: 11-12 
Length: One Semester 
Prerequisites: United States History semester 1 or concurrent enrollment 

AP: Teacher Recommendation 
 
The Government Studies requirement may be met with successful completion of either of the 
following courses. 
 
The courses below address the Government Studies competencies. 
 
American Legal System (one semester): American Legal System examines the legal system that 
is a part of the American democratic process.  It is designed to answer such questions as:  

 What is law? 
 What is its social function? 
 How does law work? 
 What is the political structure of government? 
 What is the function of the government? 

 
American Legal System covers topics such as statutes, common law principles, court decisions, 
and regulatory and constitutional laws dealing with public issues such as education, pollution, 
highway safety, poverty, civil rights and problems directly concerning youth.  The course 
provides practical information and problem-solving opportunities that develop the knowledge 
and skills needed to survive in a law-saturated society. 
 
Political Economy 1 (one semester):  The learner will have the opportunity to delve deeply into 
the political process of specific public policies and the economic impact of those decisions.  The 
learner will have the option of selecting a strand of interest for the semester and, through that 
specific lens, they will analyze specific political processes.  Some suggested strands for inquiry 
include issues centered around health, law enforcement and criminal justice, education, 
environment and natural resources, arts and communication, hunger and malnutrition, disease, 
trade, migration, and terrorism.   
 
United States Government and Civics (one semester): In American Government and Civics, 
learners become knowledgeable about the founding documents and philosophies that are the 
foundation of our democratic republic. Learners will examine the political structure and function 
of the government, United States political processes, issues confronting Americans, and the 
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responsibilities of being an active participant in a democratic republic.  They will also learn to 
identify the influence of media on our political system and public opinion. 
 
 
Advanced Placement United States Government & Politics (one semester): In Advanced 
Placement United States Government & Politics, learners become knowledgeable about the 
political structure and function of the government, the United States political process, issues 
confronting Americans, and the responsibilities of being active participants in a democratic 
republic.  This course is designed for learners capable of introductory college level work, follows 
the description put forward by the College Board, and prepares them to take the Advanced 
Placement exam.  A summer reading list or assignment may be required prior to the course. 
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Advanced Placement (AP) United States 
Government & Politics 

Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  12 This course is designed for learners capable of college level work, follows the description put forward by the College Board, and prepares 
them to take the Advanced Placement exam. In Advanced Placement (AP) United States Government & Politics, learners become 
knowledgeable about the political structure and function of the government, U.S. political process, issues confronting Americans, and the 
responsibilities of being active participants in a democratic republic.   
 
A summer reading list or assignment may be required prior to the course.  The class follows the advanced placement course description, and 
uses appropriate materials as set forth by the College Board.  The AP exam is strongly encouraged. 
 
 
Additional Skills and Expectations: 

 Willingness to accept and complete a rigorous reading schedule including text, primary sources and supplemental materials. 
 Demonstrate advanced proficient writing skills. 
 Independently analyze literature. 

 
Please visit the College Board AP Central website for more information (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com).  

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  Teacher 
recommendation 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
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American Legal Systems 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  11-12 American Legal Systems examines the legal system that is a part of the American democratic process. It is designed to answer such questions as: 
 What is law? 
 What is its social function? 
 How does law work? 
 What is the political structure of government? 
 What is the function of the government? 

American Legal System covers topics such as statutes, common law principles, court decisions, and regulatory and constitutional laws dealing with 
public issues such as education, pollution, highway safety, poverty, civil rights and problems directly concerning youth.  The course provides 
practical information and problem-solving opportunities that develop the knowledge and skills needed to survive in a law-saturated society. 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  United 
States History semester 1 
(may be concurrently 
enrolled) 

Core 
Competencies: 

Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using 
diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 

 
Political Science Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Evaluate public policy using constitutional/democratic principles in terms of intended and unintended outcomes and the related 
consequences. 

 Apply civic virtues and democratic principles in order to empower the learner. 
 Use the inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions, and will gather, interpret, and analyze information before making informed 

decisions. 
 



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  129  American Legal Systems 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
GS.2  The learner will explain how the United States 

Constitution establishes a system of 
government that has powers, responsibilities, 
and limits that have changed over time and 
that are still contested. 

 Analyze and describe how the Constitution 
organizes the government into three branches, 
identify the powers and responsibilities of each 
branch, and explain interactions between 
branches. 

NCSS 
II,V-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.1.9-12, 
D2.Civ.4.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12 

  

GS.7  The learner will explore the concept of justice, 
and analyze whether our legal system reflects 
the learner’s personal economic, moral, 
political, and social values. 

 Identify the role of government in relation to 
constitutional law and the basic values underlying 
the American constitutional system. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.2.9-12, 
D2.Civ.5.9-12, 
D2.Civ.10.9-12 

  

GS.8  The learner will identify various areas of law 
(civil, criminal, local ordinances, etc.), and the 
interplay between various levels of our 
judicial system at the local, state, and federal 
levels. 

 Understand the various types of laws and the 
application of justice (e.g., criminal, juvenile, 
consumer, torts, family, and housing laws). 

 Describe the structure and functions of courts and 
legal officials. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.2.9-12, 
D2.Civ.8.9-12, 

D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12 

  

GS.9  The learner will identify established 
constitutional rights, analyze how those rights 
safeguard the political and social freedoms of 
Americans, and explore how they are 
designed to protect the rights of the minority. 

 List and explain the rights included in the body of 
the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the 
Fourteenth Amendment. 

 Analyze court decisions and opinions. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & 10 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.2.9-12,  
D2.Civ.8.9-12, 

D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12 

  

GS.10  The learner will evaluate and make informed 
decisions on legal issues, and defend decisions 
using legal evidence. 

 Exercise critical thinking in relation to 
contemporary events and the law. 

 Describe how laws are used to solve problems 
and resolve conflicts, and the limitations thereof. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Civ.5.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
GS.11  The learner will use content-specific 

vocabulary and reading strategies in order to 
enable them to read and analyze court 
decisions and opinions. 

 Define and understand the following vocabulary: 
o Dissent 
o Majority 
o Objection 
o Sustain 
o Procedural due process 
o Substantive due process 
o Tort 
o Appeal 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & X 

 
ELA Literacy 

CCR 
Reading 1, 
Writing 7 

  

GS.12  The learner will apply court procedures, 
strategies, and techniques in order to compete 
in a mock trial. 

 Identify the characteristics of several legal 
techniques, and explain basic similarities and 
differences. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.1-2.9-12, 

  

GS.13  The learner will evaluate how landmark 
decisions have either expanded and/or 
restricted the rights of various groups over 
time. 

 Trace the evolution of major legal concepts. 
 Prepare and participate in opening statements, 

closing statements, objections, cross examination, 
and witness examination. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.1.9-12, 
D2.Civ.3.9-12 
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Political Economy 1 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  11-12 The learner will have the opportunity to delve deeply into the political process of specific public policies and the economic impact of those 
decisions.  The learner will have the option of selecting a strand of interest for the semester and, through that specific lens, they will analyze 
specific political processes.  Some suggested strands for inquiry include issues centered around health, law enforcement and criminal justice, 
education, environment and natural resources, arts and communication, hunger and malnutrition, disease, trade, migration, and terrorism.   

Length:  One semester 
Prerequisites:  Recent 
U.S. History 1 & 2 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, 

and communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 Compare and contrast various time periods. 
 Comprehend continuity and change over time. 
 Appreciate the variety of historical perspectives. 

 
Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and 

sufficient evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, 

and events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital 
formats. 

 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information 
using diverse modalities. 
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Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that 
explores human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 

 
Economic Skills 
The learner will: 

 Assess personal, national, and global economic decisions using principles and processes of personal economics, the interaction 
of production, distribution, consumption, and the role of markets in various economic and political systems. 

 Understand policy related to money and banking, including credit and the banking system. 
 Apply econometric concepts and techniques to analyze economic phenomena. 
 Understand the economic implications of government policies in areas of the economy such as labor, healthcare, natural 

resources, etc. 
 Understand policy related to government expenditures and taxation. 

 
Political Science Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Evaluate public policy using constitutional/democratic principles in terms of intended and unintended outcomes and the related 
consequences. 

 Apply civic virtues and democratic principles in order to empower the learner. 
 Use the inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions, and will gather, interpret, and analyze information before making informed 

decisions. 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.9  The learner will define economic concepts of 

supply and demand, cost/benefit, and 
opportunity costs, and apply these to current 
issues. 

 Define supply and demand. 
 Explain how price impacts supply and demand. 
 Identify economic decision-makers such as 

households, businesses, and governments.  
 Explain the market system. 
 Explain how government and business interact. 

C3 
D2.Eco.6-8.9-12, 
D2.Civ.1.9-12, 
D2.Civ.6.9-12 

 The Economics of Public Issues 
by Roger LeRoy Miller, Daniel 
Benjamin, and Douglass North. 

 Common Sense Economics: 
What Everyone Should Know 
About Wealth and Prosperity by  
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
ES.9 continued…  Define opportunity cost. 

 Weigh the cost versus benefits of decision-
making. 

 James Gwartney, Richard 
Stroup, Dwight Lee, Tawni 
Hunt Ferrarini, and Joseph 
Calhoun 

 Copenhagen Consensus Center 
(https://www.copenhagenconsensus.com/)  

 Foundation for Teaching 
Economics (https://www.fte.org/) 

GS.8  The learner will identify various areas of law 
(civil, criminal, local ordinances, etc.) and the 
interplay between levels of the judicial system 
at the local, state, and federal levels, and 
analyze how those various levels interact. 

 Understand the various types of laws and the 
application of justice (e.g., criminal, juvenile, 
consumer, torts, family, and housing laws). 

 Describe the structure and functions of courts and 
legal officials. 

 Understand how the judicial system affects public 
policy and legislation through interpretation, and 
how those interpretations change as matters work 
through the appellate process. 

 Understand and apply the concept of federalism. 

C3 
D2.Eco.9.9-12, 
D2.Civ.6.9-12 

  

GS.11  The learner will identify the democratic 
ideals within the constitution, and evaluate the 
extent to which these principles are effective 
today. 

 Describe limited government, republicanism, 
checks and balances, federalism, separation of 
powers, and popular sovereignty.  

 Describe the function and purpose of 
government. 

 Define civic virtue and democratic ideals. 
 Describe the origins of democratic-republic 

thought, including the natural rights philosophy 
and classical republicanism. 

  C-SPAN 

GS.14  The learner will research various public policy 
issues, evaluate current events that pertain to 
learner areas of interest at various levels of 
government, and evaluate how individuals and 
groups engage in the process to further 
democratic principles. 

 Understand the ethical and philosophical 
dimensions of questions about public policy, and 
how it interacts with economic and political 
considerations. 

  

C3 
D2.Civ.6.9-12 

  

https://www.copenhagenconsensus.com/
https://www.fte.org/
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
GS.14 continued…  Integrate basic principles of economic and 

political science to analyze questions about public 
policy and societal institutions. 

   

GS.15  The learner will engage in the process of 
writing legislation and/or policy which 
includes conducting research, gathering public 
opinions, building coalitions, collaborating, 
and compromising with colleagues.  

 Conduct interviews to obtain public opinions.  
 Research current and pending legislation related 

to a specific topic of interest. 
 Analyze how legislative bodies work to reach 

compromise. 
 Provide public testimony, write a persuasive 

statement, or engage in other action on a topic of 
interest that is being considered by a legislative 
body or interest group. 

C3 
D2.Civ.5.9-12, 
D2.Civ.8.9-12 

  

GS.16  The learner will identify the perspectives of 
varying stakeholders who are affected by 
policies, and analyze how policies impact 
groups differently. 

 Analyze the differing interests and viewpoints at 
the Constitutional Convention. 

 Analyze why differing political parties and other 
non-governmental groups hold conflicting views 
on present-day issues, and those that benefit from 
the various beliefs. 

 Understand the ethical and philosophical 
dimensions of questions about public policy, and 
how they interact with economic and political 
considerations. 

C3 
D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.3.9-12, 
D2.His.5.9-12, 
D2.Civ.2.9-12, 
D2.Civ.5.9-12, 
D2.Civ.12.9-12 

  

GS.17  The learner will analyzes and apply 
economic concepts when creating their 
legislation or policy. 

 Apply concepts such as supply and demand, cost 
benefit, income, and taxation. 

   

GS.18  The learner will apply knowledge of 
legislative process and regulatory agencies in 
order to create their own original legislation or 
policy, which they will orally defend using 
evidence and persuasive argument. 

 Give an oral presentation during which they will 
defend their proposed legislation and/or policy, 
and answer questions from audience members or 
a panel of judges. 

C3 
D2.Civ.9.9-12 
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United States Government and Civics 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  11-12 In United States Government and Civics, learners become knowledgeable about the founding documents and philosophies that are the 
foundation of our democratic republic. Learners will examine the political structure and function of the government, United States political 
processes, issues confronting Americans, and the responsibilities of being an active participant in a democratic republic. They will also learn 
to identify the influence of media on our political system and public opinion.   

Length:  One semester 
Prerequisites:  United 
States History semester 1 
(may be concurrently 
enrolled) 

Core 
Competencies: 

Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using 
diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 

 
Political Science Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Evaluate public policy using constitutional/democratic principles in terms of intended and unintended outcomes and the related 
consequences. 

 Apply civic virtues and democratic principles in order to empower the learner. 
 Use the inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions, and will gather, interpret, and analyze information before making informed 

decisions. 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
GS.1  The learner will identify and analyze the 

democratic ideals within the Constitution, and 
evaluate the extent to which these principles 
are effective today.   

 Explain the historical and philosophical roots and 
significance of the principles in the Constitution. 

 Define and understand the following topics: 
o Limited government 
o Republicanism 
o Checks and balances 
o Federalism 
o Separation of powers 
o Popular sovereignty 

 Define the function and purpose of government. 
 Define civic virtue and democratic ideals. 
 Describe the origins of democratic-republican 

thought, including the natural rights philosophy 
and classical republicanism. 

 Describe the weakness of the Articles of 
Confederation, and why the founders decided to 
develop a new plan for government. 

 Describe the Philadelphia Convention and the 
process of writing and ratifying the new 
Constitution. 

 Explain the opposing views of the federalists and 
the anti-federalists, and how those views are 
reflected in the following principles: 

o Separation of power 
o Checks and balances 
o Popular sovereignty 
o Judicial review 
o Federalism  
o Limited government outlined by the 

Constitution. 
 Analyze historical and current events that show 

the principles in action: 

NCSS 
V-VI & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.1.9-12, 
D2.Civ.3-4.9-12, 
D2.Civ.7-8.9-12, 
D2.His.1-2.9-12, 
D2.His.4.9-12, 
D2.His.6.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
GS.1 continued… o Voter fraud and voter disenfranchisement 

o President’s war powers 
o Immigration 
o Congress versus executive 
o Judicial nominee hearings 
o Legalization of cannabis at the state level 
o Universal healthcare 
o Campaign finance reform 
o Media bias 
o Free speech 

   

GS.2  The learner will explain how the United States 
Constitution establishes a system of 
government that has powers, responsibilities, 
and limits that have changed over time and 
that are still contested. 

 Review the rights guaranteed defendants in the 
Bill of Rights. 

 Understand the system of checks and balances as 
it pertains to the three branches of government.  

 Analyze and describe how the Constitution 
organizes the government into three branches, 
identify the powers and responsibilities of each 
branch, and explain interactions between the 
branches. 

 Analyze how congress serves as the voice of the 
public through the law-making processs, and 
utilizes the system of checks and balances. 

 Describe the process of how laws are made. 
 Understand the various roles that the president 

plays (e.g., chief of state, executive, diplomat, 
party leader), and how the executive branch 
establishes the economic, social, and political 
agenda for the country. 

 Explore ways that recent presidents have 
expanded the power of the executive branch, and 
the role of the federal government. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.1.9-12, 
D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Civ.9.9-12, 

D2.Civ.11.9-12m 
D2.His.9.9-12, 
D2.His.12.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
GS.2 continued…  Define the principle of the judicial review – 

explain how the judicial branch shapes public 
policy by measuring the constitutionality of the 
acts of the states and the other branches of 
government. 

 Explore the issue of federalism and the tension 
with the growth of the federal government. 

   

GS.3  The learner will identify and evaluate the 
responsibilities of citizens to participate in our 
republican democracy at all levels of 
government, and will engage the government 
to fulfill their obligations within the system. 

 Analyze how our current two-party system 
evolved. 

 Identify the purpose of political parties, and 
explore the core beliefs of the parties and their 
similarities and differences. 

 Describe the evolution and expansion of voting 
rights in the United States. 

 Identify and evaluate voting requirements and the 
role of election districts. 

 Identify and practice the knowledge and skills 
required to cast a vote (e.g., how to use a ballot, 
where to vote, how to register to vote, absentee 
voting, and automatic voter registration through 
the PFD). 

 Define gerrymandering and evaluate the impact 
on popular sovereignty. 

 Compare and contrast elections at the local, state, 
and national level. 

 Analyze the initiative, referendum, and recall 
processes. 

NCSS Themes 
II, V-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.2.9-12, 
D2.Civ.5-8.9-12, 

D2.Civ.10-14.9-12, 
D2.Geo.1.9-12, 
D2.Geo.4.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.7.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12 

 Email the school board, borough, 
city, legislator, and/or Congress 

 Attend school board, city council, 
and/or borough assembly 
meetings. 

 Guest speakers (legislators, 
mayors, military, etc.) 

 Model/provide opportunities for 
voter registration, selective 
service, etc. 

GS.4  The learner will analyze how the amendments 
have been used to protect rights and promote 
the common good, and how these changes 
continue to impact American society. 

 Trace the expansion of the protection of the Bill 
of Rights beginning with the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
Amendments, with an emphasis on the concepts 
of due process of law and equal protection. 

  

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.1.9-12, 
D2.Civ.3-4.9-12, 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
GS.4 continued…  Explore the issue of federalism and the growth of 

the federal government to secure certain rights 
and liberties. 

 Analyze landmark court cases that have expanded  
or contracted rights. 

 Evaluate how First Amendment rights are used to 
protect and expand rights. 

 Evaluate instances when the courts have not 
protected minorities. 

D2.Civ.8.9-12, 
D2.Civ.11-12.9-12, 

D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.3.9-12, 
D2.His.9.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12 

  

GS.5  The learner will identify the role of the 
media, special interest groups, and personal 
perspectives in political processes, and evaluate 
their impact on democratic principles. 

 Understand the role, range, and the activities of 
interest groups. 

 Describe the unique characteristics and roles of 
Political Action Committees (PACS) in the 
political process. 

 Identify ways that different media shapes the 
political process. 

 Evaluate the role of money in elections. 
 Correctly identify fake news. 
 Define media bias and explain the impact on the 

creation of public opinion. 
 Evaluate the role of social media in forming 

public opinion. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.2.9-12, 
D2.Civ.5.9-12, 

D2.Civ.10.9-12, 
D2.Civ.12-13.9-12 

  

GS.6  The learner will complete a public speaking 
project that incorporates peers and discourse. 

 Complete one of the following projects: 
o Debate 
o Persuasive speech 
o Fishbowl discussion 
o Socratic seminar 
o Mock trial 
o Simulation/mock legislature 
o Structured academic debate 

NCSS 
IV-V & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.7.9-12, 
D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.His.3.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12, 
D2.His.16.9-12 
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United States Studies Overview 
 
Grade: 10-11 
Length: Two Semesters 
Prerequisites: None 

AP: English 10 Honors or teacher recommendation 
 
The United States Studies requirement may be met with successful completion of either of the 
following courses.   
 
The courses below address the United States Studies competencies. 
 
American Civil Rights Experience (one semester):  American Civil Rights Experience may be 
substituted for Recent United States History 2.  In this one-semester course, learners will become familiar with 
the historical civil rights experiences of various marginalized groups, and the civil rights that these groups 
gained over time.  The learner will have the option of selecting a strand (e.g., women, Indigenous peoples, 
Latinos, Asians, African Americans, disabled persons, and LGBTQ), and analyzing civil rights topics through 
the lens of the selected strand.   
 
Recent U. S. History 1 & 2 (two semesters): 
 Recent U. S. History 1: This course reviews the foundations of democracy before focusing 

on the people, cultures, issues, and events that shaped the United States from Reconstruction 
to the 1930s.  Learners explore the influences and challenges that have shaped our nation.  
This course emphasizes the role of democratic principles, civic responsibility, and 
involvement that have guided the United States. 
 

 Recent United States History 2: This course focuses on the people, cultures, issues, and 
events that shaped the United States from the 1930s to the present.  Learners explore the 
influences and challenges that have shaped our nation.  This course emphasizes the role of 
democratic principles, civic responsibility, and involvement that have guided the United 
States. 

 
Advanced Placement (AP) United States History (yearlong): This course is designed for 
learners capable of introductory college level work, follows the description put forward by the 
College Board, and prepares learners to take the Advanced Placement exam. Through extensive 
experience with document-based and free-response essay writing, learners will move beyond the 
basic skills of historical chronology and comprehension to develop historical analysis and 
interpretation skills, research capabilities, and issues-analysis and decision-making skills.  A 
summer reading list or assignment may be required prior to the course. 
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Advanced Placement (AP) United States History 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  11 This course is designed for learners capable of college level work, follows the description put forward by the College Board, and prepares 
learners to take the Advanced Placement exam. Through extensive experience with document-based and free-response essay writing, learners 
will move beyond the basic skills of historical chronology and comprehension to develop historical analysis and interpretation skills, research 
capabilities, and issues-analysis and decision-making skills.  
 
A summer reading list or assignment may be required prior to the course.  The class follows the advanced placement course description and 
uses appropriate materials as set forth by the College Board.  The AP exam is strongly encouraged. 
 
Additional Skills and Expectations: 

 Willingness to accept and complete a rigorous reading schedule including text, primary sources, and supplemental materials. 
 Demonstrate advanced proficient writing skills. 
 Independently analyze literature. 
 Demonstrate strong chronological thinking skills. 
 Capable of historical comprehension, analysis, and interpretation processes. 

 
Please visit the College Board AP Central website for more information (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com). 
 

Length:  Two semesters 

Prerequisites:  English 
10 Honors or teacher 
recommendation 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
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American Civil Rights Experience 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  10-11 American Civil Rights Experience may be substituted for Recent United States History 2.  In this one-semester course, learners will become 
familiar with the historical civil rights experiences of various marginalized groups, and the civil rights that these groups gained over time.  
The learner will have the option of selecting a strand of interest from the list below, and analyzing civil rights topics through the lens of the 
selected strand.   
 
The learner will select one strand to explore throughout the semester, which may be different from what others in the class select.  Below are 
some suggestions, but the list of strands is not limited to this selection. 

 Women 
 Indigenous peoples 
 Latinos 
 Asians 
 African Americans 
 Disabled persons 
 LGBTQ 

 

Length:  One semester 
Prerequisites:  World 
History 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 Compare and contrast various time periods. 
 Comprehend continuity and change over time. 
 Appreciate the variety of historical perspectives. 

 
 
Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
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Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using 
diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 

 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
US.1  The learner will analyze and integrate primary 

sources. 
 Identify the historical context, societal causes, 

roots of stereotypes, and biases of specific groups 
that contributed to restrictions of civil rights (i.e., 
cause and effect). 

NCSS 
I-II, IV-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 

D2.His.3-4.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12 

  

US.2  The learner will sequence objects, images, and 
events, or explain why some aspects change 
and others stay the same. 

 Sequence key events and the expansion/ 
constriction of specific civil rights throughout 
history, including the right to: 

o Immigrate 
o Vote 
o Own property 
o Marry 
o Access government services 
o Access public facilities 
o A fair trial 
o Obtain an education 
o Acquire economic equality. 

 Identify key persons who furthered civil rights 
(e.g., Martin Luther King Jr., Cesar Chavez, and 
Gloria Steinem), and compare and contrast the  

NCSS 
I-II, IV-V, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.5.9-12, 
D2.Civ.12.9-12, 
D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.3.9-12, 
D2.His.7.9-12, 

D2.His.14-15.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
US.2 continued… specific tactics used to expand the civil rights of 

specific groups (e.g., protests, civil disobedience, 
and boycotts). 

   

US.3  The learner will use social studies inquiry 
processes and skills to ask questions.  The 
learner also will gather, interpret, and analyze 
issues, and communicate findings in written 
and digital formats. 

 Explain how governmental systems were utilized 
to either expand or restrict civil rights of specific 
groups, including key pieces of legislation, 
executive orders, and landmark Supreme Court 
cases (e.g., Brown v. Board of Education and 
Loving v. Virginia). 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.1-2.9-12, 
D2.Civ.5-6.9-12, 
D2.Civ.8.9-12, 

D2.Civ.10.9-12, 
D2.Civ.12.9-12, 
D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.3.9-12, 
D2.His.9.9-12, 

D2.His.11-13.9-12, 
D2.His.16-17.9-12 

  

US.4  The learner will compare and contrast various 
time periods. 

 Identify various national and world perspectives 
of groups pertaining to the struggle for civil rights 
(e.g., white suffragettes and the exclusion of 
black women, Conservative Coalition vs. 
LGBTQ community). 

NCSS 
II, IV-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.8.9-12, 
D2.Civ.10.9-12, 
D2.Civ.12.9-12, 
D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.5.9-12 

  

US.5  The learner will examine cause and effect 
relationships. 

 Articulate the effects of restricting the civil rights 
of various groups, and formulate possible 
solutions to present-day problems that adversely 
affect the rights of marginalized groups. 

NCSS 
II, IV-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.9.9-12, 
D2.Civ.12.9-12, 
D2.Civ.12.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 

D2.His.3-4.9-12, 
D2.His.12.9-12 

  

US.22  The learner will complete a research paper or 
History Day project that includes either a 
works citied or an annotated bibliography. 

 Objectives?    



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  146  Recent U.S. History 1 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Recent U.S. History 1 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  10-11 Recent US History 1 reviews the foundations of democracy before focusing on the people, cultures, issues, and events that shaped the United 
States from the Reconstruction era to the 1930s.  Learners explore the influences and challenges that have shaped our nation.  This course 
emphasizes the role of democratic principles, civic responsibility, and involvement that have guided the United States. Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  World 
History 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 Compare and contrast various time periods. 
 Comprehend continuity and change over time. 
 Appreciate the variety of historical perspectives. 

 
 
Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
 
 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using 
diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
US.6  The learner will identify the tensions that were 

inherent during the Reconstruction era, 
including the notions of federalism, and 
analyze the conflicting notions of “freedom” 
that were held by various groups.   

 Identify ways that President Lincoln attempted to 
heal the nation and adopted a moderate approach. 

 Analyze how various reconstruction plans 
succeeded or failed. 

  Identify the backlash to Reconstruction and the 
growth of the federal government (e.g., rise of the 
KKK, Jim Crow laws, and Grant's use of federal 
troops). 

 Identify the conflicting interests of unifying the 
nation, protecting the rights of former slaves, and 
the Compromise Election of 1867. 

 Compare concepts of freedom held by freedmen, 
Southern plantation owners, and Northern 
Republicans 

NCSS 
II-III & V-VI 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.2-3.9-12, 
D2.Civ.5.9-12, 

D2.Civ.12.9-12, 
D2.His.1-4.9-12, 

D2.His.11-12.9-12, 
D2.His.14-16.9-12 

 

  

US.7  The learner will identify and categorize social, 
political, and economic changes that occurred 
during various periods of time. 

 Analyze the rise of the American labor 
movement, and how political issues reflected 
social and economic changes. 

 Compare the 1920s with the 1930s. 
 Identify the causes of the Great Depression and 

describe how it affected American society. 

NCSS 
II-III & VII 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.6.9-12, 
D2.Civ.12.9-12, 
D2.Geo.8.9-12, 

D2.His.1-4.9-12, 
D2.His.9.9-12, 
D2.His.12.9-12, 

D2.His.14-15.9-12 
 

  

US.8  The learner will analyze the interplay between 
government and business during various 
periods of time (e.g., industrialization, New 
Deal programs, and expansion of the railroad). 

 Describe how populists, progressives, and others 
addressed problems of industrial capitalism, 
urbanization, and political corruption. 

 Describe how the rise of corporations, heavy 
industry, and mechanized farming transformed 
the American people. 

  

NCSS 
II-VIII 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.5-6.9-12, 
D2.Civ.11.9-12, 
D2.Geo.2.9-12, 

D2.Geo.4-6.9-12, 
D2.Geo.9-12.9-12, 
D2.His.1-2.9-12, 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
US.8 continued…  Explain the effects of the Dust Bowl on the 

American people, and the reforms that were 
implemented in response. 

 Analyze how the New Deal addressed the Great 
Depression, transformed American federalism, 
and initiated the welfare state. 

D2.His.7.9-12, 
D2.His.9.9-12, 

D2.His.14-15.9-12 
 

  

US.9  The learner will be able to identify the causes 
and effects of various conflicts, including the 
Civil War, Indian Wars, and World War I. 

 Identify the ways the media used propaganda and 
bias to influence public opinion (e.g., Yellow 
Press). 

 Describe the Federal Indian Policy and United 
States foreign policy after the Civil War. 

 Recognize key features of the Treaty of 
Versailles. 

 Identify the causes of World War I and the major 
countries that made up the Allied and Central 
Powers (e.g., discuss the assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand as the spark that lit the 
powder keg). 

NCSS 
I-VI & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Civ.10.9-12, 
D2.Geo.8.9-12, 

D2.Geo.12.9-12, 
D2.His.1-2.9-12, 
D2.His.9.9-12, 
D2.His.12.9-12, 
D2.His.15.9-12 

  

US.10  The learner will be able to evaluate the 
causes of westward expansion and the effects 
that it had upon various groups, foreign 
countries, and the environment. (Suggested 
topics: Indigenous peoples, Dust Bowl, and 
slavery.) 

 Identify factors that pushed Americans to expand 
westward. 

 Describe Commander Perry and Asian 
acquisitions. 

 Identify the consequences of the Spanish-
American War. 

 Identify arguments that supported the acquisition 
of Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, etc. 

NCSS 
II-III, V, & VII 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.5-10.9-12, 
D2.Geo.12.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 

D2.His.3-4.9-12, 
D2.His.14-15.9-12 

 

  

US.11  The learner will compare various periods of 
immigrations and migrations (e.g., Great 
Migration, Oakies, and urbanization/ 
industrialization).  

 Describe the massive immigration after 1870 and 
how new social patterns, conflicts, and ideas of 
national unity developed amid growing cultural 
diversity. 

NCSS 
II-IV 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.2.9-12, 
D2.Geo.5-6.9-12, 
D2.Geo.8-9.9-12, 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
US.11 continued…  D2.His.1.9-12, 

D2.His.4.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12 

  

US.12  The learner will evaluate American values 
and democratic principles as new groups of 
people struggled to assimilate while still 
maintaining their own cultural identities (e.g., 
Irish, Indigenous people, Chinese, and 
Mexicans). 

 Analyze cultural clashes during the 1920s (e.g., 
science vs. religion, gender roles, and 
immigration) 

 Describe the Espionage Act (1917). 
 Explore the Great Railway Strike, Homestead 

Strike, Pullman Strike, etc. 
 Describe Chinese Exclusion Act (1882). 

NCSS 
I-VI & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.2.9-12, 
D2.Geo.5.9-12, 

D2.Geo.7-8.9-12, 
D2.His.1-2.9-12, 
D2.His.9.9-12, 
D2.His.12.9-12 

  

US.13  The learner will evaluate how identity of the 
United States changed over time as its global 
presence broadened (e.g., Monroe Doctrine, 
Roosevelt Corollary, westward expansion, and 
World War I).  

 Identify arguments in support of or in opposition 
to United States involvement in World War I, and 
then rate the strength of those arguments. 

 Explain the changing role of the United States in 
world affairs through World War I. 

 Analyze Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points. 
 Compare and contrast the presidency during 

Theodore Roosevelt and prior presidents. 

NCSS 
II-IV & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Geo.2.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.3.9-12, 
D2.His.9.9-12, 

D2.His.14-15.9-12 

  

US.14  The learner will identify new technologies 
that have shaped American society, and 
analyze the effects that have resulted from 
those new technologies (e.g., Gatling gun, 
tanks, airplanes, railroads, and telegraphs). 

 Describe how new technologies and 
industrialization changed the way warfare was 
fought. 

 Describe the Intercontinental Railroad and its 
effects. 

 Identify new weapons and technologies that led to 
modern warfare and lethal trenches. 

 Research key inventions and innovations, and 
how these changed people’s lives (e.g., 
communication, transportation, and science/ 
medicine). 

 Identify new urban leisure activities (e.g., silent 
movies, baseball games, and boxing matches). 

NCSS 
II-III & VII-VIII 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.7-8.9-12, 
D2.His.1-2.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
US.22  The learner will complete a research paper or 

History Day project that includes either a 
works cited or an annotated bibliography. 

 Objectives?    
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Recent U.S. History 2 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  10-11 Recent US History 2 focuses on the people, cultures, issues, and events that shaped the United States from the 1930s to the present.  Learners 
explore the influences and challenges that have shaped our nation.  This course emphasizes the role of democratic principles, civic 
responsibility, and involvement that have guided the United States. Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  World 
History 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 Compare and contrast various time periods. 
 Comprehend continuity and change over time. 
 Appreciate the variety of historical perspectives. 

 
 
Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
 
 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using 
diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
US.7  The learner will identify and categorize social, 

political, and economic changes that occurred 
during various periods of time. 

 Explain ways the counter-cultures shaped 
American culture. 

 Explain the social, political, and economic 
changes that resulted post World War II. 

 Explain the social, political, and economic 
changes that occurred as result of September 11th. 

 Explain how Watergate created political change. 
 Make predictions about outcomes of ongoing 

current events. 

NCSS 
I-IV, VII, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Eco.8.9-12, 
D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.4.9-12, 
D2.His.12.9-12, 
D2.His.15.9-12 

  

US.15  The learner will evaluate the changing role 
of United States diplomacy in world affairs 
from World War II to the present (Cold War, 
United Nations, International Criminal 
Courts, etc.). 

 Explain the rise of the United States as a 
superpower and its role in rebuilding Europe post 
World War II. 

 Explain the political tensions that led the United 
States and Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
(USSR) to become the superpowers. 

 Analyze the role of the United States in various 
Middle East conflicts. 

NCSS 
II-III, VI, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.His.1-2.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12 

  

US.16  The learner will evaluate reasons for and 
against United States involvement in various 
world conflicts, and the effects of U.S. 
involvement or non-involvement (World War 
II, Korea, Vietnam, Afghanistan, Iraq, etc.). 

 Identify factors that moved the United States 
from neutrality to involvement on two fronts 
during World War II. 

 Analyze Franklin Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms 
speech (1941) and Declaration of War (1941). 

 Understand the following events of 1979: Iranian 
Revolution, hostage crisis, and Afghanistan 
invasion. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.Geo.2.9-12, 
D2.His.2.9-12, 
D2.His.4.9-12, 
D2.His.11.9-12, 
D2.His.15.9-12 

  

US.17  The learner will evaluate how our democratic 
institutions led to various groups seeking 
greater rights and equality (Indigenous 
peoples,  women, African Americans, Latinos, 
disabled, LGBTQ, environmentalists, etc.). 

 Explain the role of World War II in reshaping of 
the role of wome,n and the United States role in 
world affairs. 

 Explain how notions of equality abroad during 
World War II led to the civil rights movement in 
the United States. 

  

NCSS 
II, IV-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.8.9-12, 
D2.Civ.10.9-12, 
D2.Civ.12.9-12, 
D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
US.17 continued…  Explain Executive Order 9066 (1942) and U.S. 

Supreme Court case Korematsu vs. United States 
(1944). 

 Sequence major historical civil rights events from 
1948 to present. 

D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.5.9-12 

  

US.18  The learner will identify new technologies 
that have shaped American society, and 
analyze the effects that have resulted from 
those new technologies (e.g., internet, nuclear 
power, and medical advancements). 

 Describe the cause and effect relationship that the 
Interstate Highway System had on American 
society, white flight, and the urban poor. 

 Describe the impact the nuclear bomb had on 
creating two superpowers post World War II. 

 Catalogue new inventions and consumerism of 
the 1950s, as well as new forms of entertainment. 

 Identify ways that technology has led to cultural 
diffusion. 

 Identify ways that new technologies have 
changed warfare. 

NCSS 
II & VIII-IX 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.5.9-12, 
D2.Geo.8.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12 

  

US.19  The learner will identify ways the media 
have shaped American society, opinions, and 
attitudes, and analyze the results (e.g., 
propaganda, Watergate, consumerism, 1950s 
television shows, fake news).  

 Analyze the effect of biased actions and 
propaganda as a method to influence public 
opinion domestically and internationally as 
related to Japanese Internment, the rise of the 
Nazi Party, and the Holocaust (e.g., WW II 
posters). 

 Contrast the view of 1950s American society as 
portrayed by the media versus the reality. 

 Identify forms of entertainment and the new 
consumerism and a mass consumer culture. 

 Identify ways that socialist and communist views 
were attacked in the United States. 

 Identify examples of anti-communist sentiment in 
pop culture during the Cold War. 

  

NCSS 
II & V 

 
C3 

D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
  Analyze photos from the Civil Rights movements to  

draw inferences as to power relationships and 
attitudes. 

 Look at magazine ads and identify changing gender 
roles and stereotypes. 

   

US.20  The learner will analyze how changing 
political views have shaped American social, 
economic, and political policies and priorities 
(e.g., silent majority, conservative resurgence, 
counter-culture, war on terrorism, 
McCartyism). 

 Analyze Franklin Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms 
speech (1941) and Declaration of War (1941). 

 Explain Executive Order 9066 (1942) and U.S. 
Supreme Court case Korematsu vs. United States 
(1944). 

 Explain the theory of containment and deterrence. 
 Identify specific examples that demonstrate ways 

the Vietnam War divided the country and ultimately 
shifted American foreign policy. 

 Identify ways that socialist and communist views 
were attacked in the United States. 

 Explain the economic arguments for Reaganomics 
and the causes of the recession. 

 Identify the differences between liberal and 
conservative ideology. 

NCSS 
II, IV-VI, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.2.9-12, 
D2.Geo.2.9-12, 

D2.His.1-2.9-12, 
D2.His.4.9-12, 
D2.His.9.9-12 

  

US.21  The learner will analyze the tensions between 
local, state, and federal actions that have 
shaped the United States (school 
desegregation, Title IX, ERA, LGBTQ rights, 
Indigenous rights, etc.). 

 Explain the use of executive, judicial and legislative 
branches to further the rights of previously 
disenfranchised persons (African Americans, 
Hispanics, women, disabled persons, Native 
Americans, etc.). 

 Analyze the following Amendments: 14th, 15th, 
19th, 24th, and 26th. 

 Identify the different ways that SNCC, NAACP, 
SCLC, and other groups furthered civil rights. 

NCSS 
II, IV-VI, & X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.8.9-12, 
D2.Civ.10.9-12, 
D2.Civ.12.9-12, 
D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.5.9-12 

  

US.22  The learner will complete a research paper or 
History Day project that includes either a 
works cited page or an annotated 
bibliography. 

 Objectives?    
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World Studies Overview 
 
Grade: 9-10 
Length: Two Semesters 
Prerequisites: None 

Honors: (9th Grade) English 9 Honors or Teacher Recommendation;  
 (10th Grade) Teacher Recommendation 
AP: Teacher recommendation and enrollment in English 10 Honors or College 

Preparatory Composition (either previously or concurrently) 
 
The World Studies requirement may be met with successful completion of any of the following 
courses. 
 
The courses below address the World Studies competencies. 
 
Comparative Religions (one semester):  This course studies and compares the major religions 
existing in the world today. Some focus is directed towards the present, while other study is 
directed to the historical development of each religion. The major emphasis is on the economic, 
political, and social influences of these religions on the modern world. Basic areas of study are 
Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism.  This course may be used as an 
alternative for World History 1 in order to meet the World Studies requirement. 
 
Global Diplomacy and Model United Nations (one semester):  This program fosters a respect 
for the complexity of history, study of current events, and diplomatic relations while enhancing 
learners’ critical thinking, writing, research, and public speaking skills.  It is designed for 
learners to study the work of the United Nations, an international body, through cooperation and 
diplomacy by analyzing its successes as well as failures.  They will learn about international 
relations and multilateral diplomacy while simultaneously learning that the world, and their 
existence in it, is far more complicated and dynamic than they ever imagined.   
 
Model UN uses a simulation format to impart content, thus learners gain an understanding by 
doing.  They become learners of international politics by caucusing with allies and participating 
in debates on resolutions.  This program will give learners an opportunity to see themselves as 
future leaders, and learn how they can collaborate to help solve issues and challenges that affect 
our planet. 
 
Global Issues (one semester):  In this course, learners will explore current world issues in the 
context of causes and influences of history in the modern world.  They will come up with viable 
solutions to problems the world faces today, and learn modern civil discourse in the process. 
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World Geography (one semester):  This course explores the world through various climate, cultural, 
economic, and political structures.  
 
World History 1 & 2 (two semesters): The course will emphasize the use of primary sources, critical 
thinking about cause and effect, and analysis of historical interpretation. 

 World History 1: Focus will be on global developments from the creation of early societies in 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Indus Valley to empires of the Classical Age, and from the 
emergence of the first global age to the rise of absolutism and the revolutionary response of the 
early 19th century. 

 World History 2: Focus will be on the global impacts of imperialism and industrialization in the 
19th century, and the development of a true global society in the 21st century. 

 
World History Honors (two semesters): This course is designed for learners who are reading and 
writing above grade level, capable of in-depth analysis, and motivated to take this challenging course. 

 World History 1: Focus will be on global developments from the creation of early societies in 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Indus Valley to empires of the Classical Age, and from the 
emergence of the first global age to the rise of absolutism and the revolutionary response of the 
early 19th century. 

 World History 2: Focus will be on the global impacts of imperialism and industrialization in the 
19th century, and the development of a true global society in the 21st century. 

 
Advanced Placement (AP) World History (yearlong): This course is designed for learners capable 
of college level work, follows the description put forward by the College Board, and prepares learners 
to take the Advanced Placement exam.  Through extensive experience with document-based, free 
response, and change-over-time essay writing, learners will combine selective factual knowledge and 
appropriate analytical skills to better understand the evolution of global processes and contacts 
interacting with different types of human societies.  Learners will master the basic skills of historical 
chronology and comprehension, and will develop historical analysis and interpretation skills, research 
capabilities, and issues-analysis and decision-making skills.  A summer reading list or assignment may 
be required prior to the course. 
 
Advanced Placement (AP) European History/Literature (yearlong): This two semester, two period 
course is designed for learners capable of college level work ,and combines the course work and skills 
of AP European History with the study of the primary literature relevant to a review of European 
history. Learners will master the basic skills of historical chronology and comprehension, and will 
develop historical analysis and interpretation skills, research capabilities, and issues-analysis and 
decision-making skills through extensive experience with document-based, free response, and change-
over-time essay writing.  Learners meet all the objectives of English 10 Honors for writing and 
literature.  In addition, learners will be prepared for the AP European History exam.  This course 
follows the description set forth by the College Board.  The AP exam is strongly encouraged. This 
course fulfills two semesters of the English 10 requirement and two semesters of the World Studies 
requirement.  A summer reading list or assignment may be required prior to the course. 
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Advanced Placement (AP) World History 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  10 This yearlong course is designed for learners capable of college level work, follows the description put forward by the College Board, and 
prepares them to take the Advanced Placement exam. Through extensive experience with document-based, free-response and change-over-
time essay writing, learners will combine selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills to better understand the evolution of 
global processes and interaction with different types of human societies. Learners will master the basic skills of historical chronology and 
comprehension, and will develop historical analysis and interpretation skills, research capabilities, and issues-analysis and decision-making 
skills.  
 
This course fulfills two semesters of the World History requirement. A summer reading list or assignment may be required prior to the 
course.  The class follows the advanced placement course description and uses appropriate materials as set forth by the College Board.  The 
AP exam is strongly encouraged. 
 
 
Additional Skills and Expectations: 
 Willingness to accept and complete a rigorous reading schedule including text, primary sources, and supplemental materials. 
 Demonstrate advanced proficient writing skills. 
 Independently analyze literature. 
 Demonstrate strong chronological thinking skills. 
 Capable of historical comprehension, analysis, and interpretation processes. 
 
Please visit the College Board-AP Central website for more information (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com). 
 

Length:  Two semesters 

Prerequisites:   
Teacher recommendation 
and English 10 Honors 
or College Preparatory 
Composition (either 
previously or 
concurrently enrolled). 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
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Advanced Placement (AP) European History/ Literature 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  10 This yearlong, two-period course is designed for leaners capable of college level work, and combines the course work and skills of AP 
European History with the study of the primary literature relevant to a review of European history. They will master the basic skills of 
historical chronology and comprehension, and will develop historical analysis and interpretation skills, research capabilities, and issues-
analysis and decision-making skills through extensive experience with document-based, free-response, and change-over-time essay writing.  
 
Learners meet all the objectives of English 10 Honors for writing and literature. In addition, they will be prepared for the AP European 
History exam. This course follows the advanced placement course description and uses appropriate materials as set forth by the College 
Board. The AP exam is strongly encouraged.  
 
This course fulfills two semesters of the English 10 requirement and two semesters of the World History requirement. A summer reading list 
or assignment may be required prior to the course.  
 
 
Additional Skills and Expectations: 
 Willingness to accept and complete a rigorous reading schedule including text, primary sources, and supplemental materials. 
 Demonstrate advanced, proficient, writing skills. 
 Independently analyze literature. 
 Demonstrate strong chronological thinking skills. 
 Capable of historical comprehension, analysis, and interpretation processes. 
 
Please visit the College Board-AP Central website for more information (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com). 
 

Length:  Two semesters 
(two period block) 

Prerequisites:   
Teacher recommendation 
and English 10 Honors 
or College Preparatory 
Composition (either 
previously or 
concurrently) 

 
 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
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Comparative Religions 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  9-12 This course studies and compares the major religions existing in the world today. Some focus is directed towards the present, while other 
study is directed to the historical development of each religion. The major emphasis is on the economic, political, and social influences of 
these religions on the modern world. Basic areas of study are Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism.  This course may be 
used as an alternative for World History 1 in order to meet the World Studies requirement. 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 Compare and contrast various time periods. 
 Comprehend continuity and change over time. 
 Appreciate the variety of historical perspectives. 

 
Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using 
diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 
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Introduction to the Study of Religions and its Early Development 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.12  The learner will identify and describe the 

basic elements that define religious beliefs 
and practices. 

 Identify the beginning of religious thought. 
 Discuss the universal questions of existence 

posed by various religious traditions. 
 Compare and contrast various religious views 

concerning the spiritual nature of humanity. 
 Analyze the role of myth, nature, and agriculture 

in the development of religious thought. 

NCSS 
I-II, V-VI, & X 

  

 

Development of Eastern Religions 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.13  The learner will describe the development of 

major Eastern religions, including 
foundations, important beliefs, practices, and 
deities.   

 Describe the foundation and basic beliefs of 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Daoism, Confucianism, 
and Shintoism. 

 Analyze the development of Eastern religious 
systems in the context of their cultural 
surroundings. 

 Compare and contrast the views of various 
religions concerning the spiritual nature of man. 

 Analyze the political, social, and economic 
impacts of major religious practices and beliefs of 
the Eastern tradition. 

NCSS 
I-II, V-VI, & X 
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Development of Western Religions 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.14  The learner will describe the development of 

major Western religions, including 
foundations, important beliefs, practices, and 
deities. 

 Describe the foundation and basic beliefs of 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 

 Analyze the development of Western religious 
systems in the context of their cultural 
surroundings. 

 Compare and contrast the views of various 
religions concerning the spiritual nature of man. 

 Analyze the political, social, and economic 
impacts of major religious practices and beliefs of 
the Western tradition. 

NCSS 
I-II, V-VI, & X 

  

 

Modern Issues and Trends in Religions 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.15  The learner will identify and analyze modern 

issues and trends in religion, including their 
social, political, and economic impacts. 

 Explain and analyze the creation of modern 
religious movements. 

 Analyze the connections between beliefs and 
cultural development as demonstrated by major 
world religions. 

 Discuss the development of the interfaith 
movement and religious pluralism. 

 Describe religious fundamentalism and its effect 
on political issues. 

 Compare and contrast new religious movements 
and their opposition. 

NCSS 
I-II, V-VI, & IX-X 
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Global Diplomacy & Model United Nations 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  10-12 Global Diplomacy & Model United Nations (MUN) may replace World History 2.  This is a program that fosters a respect for the complexity 
of history, study of current events, and diplomatic relations while enhancing learners’ critical thinking, writing, research, and public speaking 
skills.  It is designed for learners to study the work of the United Nations, an international body, through cooperation and diplomacy by 
analyzing its successes as well as failures.  They will learn about international relations and multilateral diplomacy while simultaneously 
learning that the world, and their existence in it, is far more complicated and dynamic than they ever imagined.   
 
Model UN uses a simulation format to impart content, thus learners gain an understanding by doing.  They become learners of international 
politics by caucusing with allies and participating in debates on resolutions.  This program will give learners an opportunity to see themselves 
as future leaders, and learn how they can collaborate to help solve issues and challenges that affect our planet. 
 

Length:  One semester 
Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 Compare and contrast various time periods. 
 Comprehend continuity and change over time. 
 Appreciate the variety of historical perspectives. 

 
Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using 
diverse modalities. 
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Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 

 
Political Science Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Evaluate public policy using constitutional/democratic principles in terms of intended and unintended outcomes and the related 
consequences. 

 Apply civic virtues and democratic principles in order to empower the learner. 
 Use the inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions, and will gather, interpret, and analyze information before making informed 

decisions. 
 
Geography Skills 
The learner will: 

 Identify basic human systems of the Earth. 
 Understand the impact of interactions between people and the physical environment on the development and conditions of places, 

regions, and culture. 
 Analyze the physical, human, and environmental geography of various regions of the world to evaluate the interdependent 

relationships and challenges facing human systems in order to solve problems and make decisions in the present and future.  
 Analyze spatial patterns and movements as it relates to human populations. 

 
 

History of the United Nations 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.16  The learner will describe the structures and 

procedures of the United Nations. 
 Create a timeline that illustrates the causes for the 

creation of the United Nations.  
 Analyze the UN charter outlining the economic, 

social, and political activities allowed by the 
charter. 

 Outline the role of various committees of the 
United Nations and categorize the issues 
addressed by each committee. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.9.9-12, 
D2 Eco.2. 9-12, 

D2 Eco.15. 9-12, 
D2. His.5.9-12, 

D2. His.15..9-12 
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Independence Movements Post World War II 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.17  The learner will describe important 

historical issues affecting the United 
Nations, and evaluate the organization’s 
effectiveness in dealing with them. 

 Explain how economic and political conditions 
post World War II created a climate that led to 
independence movements worldwide.  

 Evaluate the progress in decolonization, and 
make recommendations on ways to help eliminate 
all remaining vestiges of colonialism. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.9.9-12, 
D2 Eco.2. 9-12, 

D2 Eco.15. 9-12, 
D2. His.5.9-12, 

D2. His.15..9-12 

  

 

Global Cooperation and Economic Interdependence 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.18  The learner will articulate foreign policies of 

various countries. 
 Analyze how various governmental and non-

governmental organizations function in order to 
aid cooperation and benefit humanity and the 
environment.  

 Explain ways economies are linked in the global 
marketplace.  

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.9.9-12, 
D2 Eco.2. 9-12, 

D2 Eco.15. 9-12, 
D2. His.5.9-12, 

D2. His.15..9-12 

  

WS.19  The learner will assess the role of 
government and international alliances in 
managing global stability and peace. 

 Analyze how various governmental and non-
governmental organizations function in order to 
aid cooperation and benefit humanity and the 
environment.  

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.9.9-12, 
D2 Eco.2. 9-12, 

D2 Eco.15. 9-12, 
D2. His.5.9-12, 

D2. His.15..9-12 
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Human Rights and Genocide 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.20  The learner will analyze an issue currently 

before the United Nations from various 
member nation’s perspectives. 

 Analyze the historical development of universal 
human rights, and evaluate modern day human 
rights issues.  

 Evaluate the extent to which the Universal 
Human Rights Declaration has been 
implemented.  

 Evaluate the extent to which the "The Convention 
on the Prevention and Punishment on the Crime 
of Genocide” document has been implemented. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.9.9-12, 
D2 Eco.2. 9-12, 

D2 Eco.15. 9-12, 
D2. His.5.9-12, 

D2. His.15..9-12 

  

 

Model United Nations Simulations 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.21  The learner will understand and competently 

use the rules of procedure, diplomatic 
protocol, and negotiating techniques 
common to UN delegates. 

 Role play a delegate and represent a country on a 
committee. 

 Discuss and debate an assigned theme. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.9.9-12, 
D2 Eco.2. 9-12, 

D2 Eco.15. 9-12, 
D2. His.5.9-12, 

D2. His.15..9-12 
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Diplomacy 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.22  The learner will write resolutions and 

develop creative solutions to world 
problems. 

 Analyze and debate creative solutions to global 
issues while considering the cultural, political, 
and historical contexts of various nation states. 

NCSS 
II, V-VI, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.9.9-12, 
D2 Eco.2. 9-12, 

D2 Eco.15. 9-12, 
D2. His.5.9-12, 

D2. His.15..9-12 

  

 

Research Project 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 
teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.11  The learner will complete a research project 

with an annotated bibliography. 
 Complete a research project (e.g., National 

History Day). 
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Global Issues 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  10-12 Learners will explore current world issues in the context of causes and influences of history in the modern world.  They will come up with 
viable solutions to problems the world faces today, and learn modern civil discourse in the process. 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 Compare and contrast various time periods. 
 Comprehend continuity and change over time. 
 Appreciate the variety of historical perspectives. 

 
Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using 
diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.23  The learner will become a critical consumer 

of information and an engaged global citizen 
who acts with empathy and awareness of 
historical and current systems of power. 

 Analyze a range of primary sources, including 
written documents, artifacts, works of art, and 
oral histories. 

 Analyze sources to determine their perspective, 
bias, and reliability. 

 Read sources and identify claims and evidence. 
 Develop evidence-based interpretations of 

sources. 
 Use multiple sources to corroborate information. 
 Build deliberative dialogue skills to learn how to 

engage in civil discussion about controversial 
issues. 

NCSS 
I-X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.1.9-12, 
D2.Civ.3.9-12, 

D2.Civ.5-14.9-12, 
D2.Eco.6-8.9-12, 
D2.Eco.10.9-12, 
D2.Eco.15.9-12, 
D2.Geo.1.9-12, 

D2.Geo.5-6.9-12, 
D2.Geo.8-12.9-12, 
D2.His.1-5.9-12, 

D2.His.12-16.9-12 

 The Choices Program 
(https://www.choices.edu/about/meeting-
standards/)  

WS.24  The learner will understand issues, events, 
and policy choices in the context of a 
historical time period. 

 

 Understand the roles of individuals, groups, and 
institutions, as well as elite decision makers in 
history and current events. 

 Consider political, social, cultural, and economic 
perspectives and understand how these factors 
influence one another 

  

NCSS 
I-X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.1.9-12, 
D2.Civ.3.9-12, 

D2.Civ.5-14.9-12, 
D2.Eco.6-8.9-12, 
D2.Eco.10.9-12, 
D2.Eco.15.9-12, 
D2.Geo.1.9-12, 

D2.Geo.5-6.9-12, 
D2.Geo.8-12.9-12, 
D2.His.1-5.9-12, 

D2.His.12-16.9-12 

  

WS.25  Analyze critical topics which will be covered 
within the context of student presentations 
(e.g., effects of WWII, United Nations, 
NATO, and the origins of communism). 

 

 Explore each of the following themes and create a 
project to share with the class: 

o Conflict 
o Oppression 
o Governance 
o Human Rights 
o Environment 
o Health 
o Equity 
o Natural Resources 

 Additional themes selected by the teacher. 

  Global issues project rubric (see 
appendix) 

https://www.choices.edu/about/meeting-standards/
https://www.choices.edu/about/meeting-standards/
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World Geography 
Course Details: Overview: 
Grade(s):  9-10 This course explores the world through various climate, cultural, economic, and political structures. 
Length:  One semester 
Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary sources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry process and civic skills to ask questions. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 Compare and contrast various time periods. 
 Comprehend continuity and change over time. 
 Appreciate the variety of historical perspectives. 

 
Communication Skills 
The learner will:  

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reasoning and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience. 
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using 
diverse modalities. 

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 
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Geography Skills 
The learner will: 

 Identify basic human systems of the Earth. 
 Understand the impact of interactions between people and the physical environment on the development and conditions of places, 

regions, and culture. 
 Analyze the physical, human, and environmental geography of various regions of the world to evaluate the interdependent 

relationships and challenges facing human systems in order to solve problems and make decisions in the present and future.  
 Analyze spatial patterns and movements as it relates to human populations. 

 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.26  The learner will use geographic inquiry 

processes and skills to ask questions, 
organize and analyze information, answer 
questions, and communicate findings in 
written and digital formats. 

 Utilize maps, graphs, and other visual data to 
evaluate the world and to make reasoned 
predictions. 

NCSS 
III & X 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.1-3.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12 

  

WS.27  The learner will understand natural forces 
and changes, and how these effect physical 
and human environments. 

 Understand the unique elements of various 
cultures in order to understand the economic, 
political, and social impacts. 

NCSS 
II & IV_V 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.12.9-12 

  

WS.28  The learner will understand the relationship 
between human and physical geography. 

 Identify unique human and physical features, and 
describe their significance and their impact upon 
cultural diffusion. 

NCSS 
III, V, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.4.9-12, 
D2.Geo.6.9-12 

  

WS.29  The learner will demonstrate knowledge of 
the environmental and cultural, political, and 
economic factors that shape an area. 

 Explain the cause and effect relationships of 
significant historical events and present-day 
events. 

NCSS 
II-III & VI 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.5.9-12, 
D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.His.1-2.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.30  The learner will apply knowledge of the 

physical environment to resource 
management, planning, and conservation. 

 Trace the movement and/or restriction of people, 
goods, and ideas that contribute or diminish 
global connections. 

NCSS 
II, VII, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.6.9-12, 
D2.Geo.10.9-12, 
D2.Civ.14.9-12 

  

WS.31  The learner will gain knowledge of spatial 
patters of economic activity, cultural groups, 
social issues, and international well-being. 

 Understand current environmental, social, and 
economic problems, and evaluate and defend 
potential solutions. 

NCSS 
III, VII, & IX-X 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.8.9-12 

  

WS.32  The learner will use qualitative and 
quantitative data to make analysis and 
predictions. 

 Read, analyze, and evaluate current events, and 
come up with and defend solutions to problems. 

NCSS 
I-X 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.9.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12,  
D2.His.17.9-12 

  

WS.33  The learner will read, interpret, construct, 
use, and apply information from a variety of 
maps, charts, globes, and navigational tools. 

 Construct, apply, and interpret charts and graphs. 
 construct, apply and interpret a variety of maps 

and their components. 

C3 
D2.Geo.1-6.6-8 
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World History 1 
Course Details: Overview: 
Grade(s):  9-10 World History 1 will focus on global developments, from the empires of the classical age and the emergence of the first global age to 

the rise of absolutism and revolutionary response of the early 19th century.  The learner will explore the influences of geography on 
humans, the creation of civilizations and empires, and the political systems that developed.  

Length:  One semester 
Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary resources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask question. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 
Communication Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reason and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience.  
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using 
diverse modalities.  

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 

 
Geography Skills 
The learner will: 

 Identify basic human systems of the Earth. 
 Understand the impact of interactions between people and the physical environment on the development and conditions of places, 

regions, and culture. 
 Analyze the physical, human, and environmental geography of various regions of the world to evaluate the interdependent 

relationships and challenges facing human systems in order to solve problems and make decisions in the present and future.  
 Analyze spatial patterns and movements as it relates to human populations. 
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Required Topics 
Curricular Competencies 

 
Content Objectives 

 
 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.1  The learner will compare and contrast 

Medieval Europe, the Islamic Empire, and the 
Tang Dynasty and their expanding zones of 
influence. 

 Analyze the consequences of the collapse of the 
Roman Empire and the emergence of the 
Byzantine Empire. 

 Compare and contrast the development and 
spread of Christianity and Islam and their 
influences on the world. 

 Describe the development of feudal societies in 
Europe and the political, social, and economic 
changes. 

 Describe the rise of the Islamic Empire and its 
impact on increasing cultural and economic 
changes. 

 Explain the emergence of the new dynasties in 
China and their major contributions. 

 Sequence the rise and fall of empires in the 
Middle Ages. 

 Compare the differing historical perspectives of 
the Crusades. 

NCSS 
I-VI & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Civ.5.9-12, 

D2.Geo.4-6.9-12, 
D2.His.1-2.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12 

  

WS.2  The learner will explain the forces that led to 
globalization and the consequences of contact 
between cultures/societies. 

 Analyze the rise of centers of civilization in 
Mesoamerica and South America. 

 Evaluate the consequences of world exploration 
by European and Asian explorers. 

 Describe the role of geography in world 
exploration. 

 Identify developments in the arts and literature 
and their impact on the societies of the world. 

 Analyze religious, cultural, and political 
developments in Europe and the conflicts that 
occurred as a result. 

 Describe and sequence advancements made in 
science and technology and their impact.  

NCSS 
I-III & V-IX 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.2.9-12, 
D2.Geo.4-8.9-12, 

D2.Geo.10-12.9-12, 
D2.His.1-5.9-12, 
D2.His.11.9-12, 
D2.His.16.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
 
 

 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.2 continued…  Interpret global transformations through the 

development of global trade. 
   

WS.3  The learner will explain how the decline of 
monarchies and the rise of nationalism 
reshaped governments and societies through 
revolution and reform, and the consequences 
of these changes. 

 Compare patterns of nationalism, state-building, 
social, and intellectual developments. 

 Trace the emergence of powerful nation states in 
Europe and the consequences of their power. 

 Analyze the causes and consequences of political 
revolutions in uprisings throughout Europe, as it 
relates to the development of the United States. 
Describe the development and consequences of 
the unification of Italy and Germany. 

 Explain the emergence of international slave 
trade, including the role of geography and the 
consequences of slave trade worldwide. 

NCSS 
I-VI & IX-X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.1.9-12, 
D2.Civ.3.9-12, 

D2.Civ.5-6.9-12, 
D2.Civ.8.9-12, 

D2.Civ.10-14.9-12, 
D2.Geo.1.9-12, 

D2.Geo.4-7.9-12, 
D2.Geo.10-12.9-12, 

D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.11.9-12 

  

 

Optional Topics 
These are option, but review is recommended. 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.4  The learner will evaluate how the Neolithic 

Revolution contributed to the rise of 
civilizations.  

 Explain the relationship between the elements 
essential to the development of a civilization. 

 Identify and give examples of the eight 
characteristics of civilization.  

 Describe the role of geography in the emergence 
and development of early civilizations. 

NCSS 
I-III, V, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.4-6.9-12, 
D2.Geo.10.9-12, 
D2.His.1-2.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.5  The learner will analyze the rise and fall of 

empires, and identify their major contributions 
to future civilizations. 

 Identify early African empires and their influence 
on the region. 

 Describe the emergence of Aegean civilizations 
and interplay of trade with other groups. 

 Describe the role of geography in the emergence 
and development of early and classical empires. 

 Understand the development of early democracies 
and other forms of government by describing the 
sequence of events that led to the formation of 
these governments. 

 Summarize the rise and fall of the Roman 
Republic. 

 Trace the development of new religions and 
large-scale empires in the Mediterranean Basin, 
China, and India. 

NCSS 
I-III & V-VI 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.4-5.9-12, 
D2.Geo.7.9-12, 

D2.Geo.10-11.9-12, 
D2.Civ.8.9-12, 

D2.His.1-2.9-12, 
D2.His.7-8.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12, 
D2.His.16.9-12 
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World History 2 
Course Details: Overview: 
Grade(s):  9-10 World History 2 will emphasize the use of primary sources and critical thinking to look at cause and effect and analysis of historical 

interpretation.  The focus will be on the global impacts of imperialism and industrialization in the 19th century, and the development of a true 
global society into the 21st century. 

Length:  One semester 
Prerequisites:  None 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary resources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask question. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 
Communication Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reason and sufficient 

evidence for intended purpose and audience.  
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, and 

events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital formats. 
 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using 
diverse modalities.  

 
Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that explores 
human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 

 
Geography Skills 
The learner will: 

 Identify basic human systems of the Earth. 
 Understand the impact of interactions between people and the physical environment on the development and conditions of places, 

regions, and culture. 
 Analyze the physical, human, and environmental geography of various regions of the world to evaluate the interdependent 

relationships and challenges facing human systems in order to solve problems and make decisions in the present and future.  
 Analyze spatial patterns and movements as it relates to human populations. 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.6  The learner will explain how the industrial 

revolution impacted the growth of 
imperialism, and evaluate the major political, 
economic, and social changes that followed.  
The learner will also explain how the tension 
from these changes led to conflict and the 
breakup of empires, and how it led to World 
War I. 

 Compare and contrast the causes and 
consequences of agricultural and industrial 
revolutions. 

 Compare patterns of nationalism and social 
reform in Europe and the Americas. 

 Analyze the consequences of the European 
empire building on colonies and mother 
countries. 

 Explain the causes, and both short-term and long-
term consequences, of World War I. 

 Describe events that represent the search for 
peace and world stability in the 1920s and 1930s. 

 Compare the rise of Marxism, fascism, and 
communism, and the impact on the countries 
where each developed. 

NCSS 
I-III & V-IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.10.9-12, 
D2.Geo.1.9-12, 

D2.Geo.3-5.9-12, 
D2.Geo.7-8.9-10, 
D2.Geo.10.9-12, 
D2.Geo.12.9-12, 
D2.His.1-2.9-12, 
D2.His.4.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12, 
D2.His.16.9-12 

  

WS.7  The learner will identify and explain the 
causes and consequences of World War II. 

 Trace the rise of communism and fascism as a 
result of global events. 

 Analyze the causes and consequences of the 
worldwide depression of the 1920s and 1930s. 

 Describe the role of the Treaty of Versailles in 
causing World War II. 

 Analyze the causes and consequences of World 
War II. 

 Trace the role of genocide in world events and 
compare it to genocide during World War II. 

NCSS 
I-VI & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Civ.5.9-12, 

D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.Geo.3-5.9-12, 
D2.Geo.7.9-12, 

D2.His.1-5.9-12, 
D2.His.7.9-12, 
D2.His.11.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12, 
D2.His.16.9-12 

  

WS.8  The learner will analyze the events that fueled 
the Cold War, and explain how these events 
and conflicts have shaped modern history. 

 Identify the economic, political, and ideological 
origins of the Cold War. 

 Analyze the effects of major events that fueled 
the Cold War, including the expansion of Soviet 
power, ideological differences between  

NCSS 
I-III, V-VII, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Geo.1-2.9-12, 
D2.Geo.5.9-12, 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.8 continued… communism and capitalism, the nuclear arms 

race, and proxy wars such as Vietnam.  
 Explain how decolonization of Asia and Africa 

impacted the Cold War and the competition for 
power between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. 

 Explain the collapse of the Soviet Union, and 
evaluate the consequences including economic 
crisis in Eastern Europe, increased nationalism, 
ethnic tensions, and the spread of democratic 
principles. 

D2.Geo.8.9-12, 
D2.Geo.11-12.9-12, 

D2.His.1-3.9-12, 
D2.His.7.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12, 
D2.His.16.9-12 

  

WS.9  The learner will analyze the consequences of 
the collapse of imperialism, the evolution of 
self-determination, and the spread of 
democratic principles in the 20th century. 

 Identify how political borders created by 
imperialism and the creation of new nations by 
post-World War II powers contributed to the 
development of new conflicts.  

 Identify major independence movements 
throughout the colonial worlds of Asia and 
Africa, and explain the economic, social, and 
political causes of their success (e.g., India/ 
Pakistan, Israel, Africa 1960, or Egypt). 

 Analyze how the pursuit of self-determination 
and independence has led to both conflicts as well 
as the spread of democratic principles (e.g., South 
Africa and apartheid, China and Tiananmen 
Square, Brazil’s transition to democracy in the 
1980s, Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge, 
Rwandan Genocide, Bosnia, and Arab Spring). 

NCSS 
I-III, VI-VII, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Civ.6.9-12, 
D2.Geo.1.9-12, 
D2.Geo.5.9-12, 
D2.Geo.7.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 

D2.His.3-5.9-12, 
D2.His.7.9-12, 
D2.His.12.9-12, 

D2.His.14-15.9-12 
 

  

WS.10  The learner will identify how globalization 
has led to conflict, as well as compromise 
and cooperation, in the 21st century, drawing 
connections between current and historical 
events. 

 Use a case study, based on previous units of 
study, to extend historical understanding.  

NCSS 
II-III, V-VI, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.Geo.10-11.9-12, 

D2.His.1.9-12, 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.10 continued…  D2.His.12.9-12, 

D2.His.16.9-12 
 

  

WS.11  The learner will complete a research project 
with an annotated bibliography. 

 Example of possible assignments: National 
History Day. 
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World History Honors 1 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  9-10 World History Honors 1 will focus on global developments, from the empires of the classical age and the emergence of the first global 
age to the rise of absolutism and revolutionary response of the early 19th century.  The learner will explore the influences of geography 
on humans, the creation of civilizations and empires, and the political systems that developed. 
 
This is a reading and writing intensive class that requires a research project component (e.g., National History Day or research 
project). 
 
This course is designed for learners who are reading and writing above grade level, capable of in-depth analysis, and motivated to take 
this challenging course. Studies in this course will focus on greater depth of knowledge/taxonomy based upon the stated literacy 
standards for social studies already outlined in the World History curriculum: Chronological Thinking, Historical Comprehension, 
Historical Analysis and Interpretation, Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making. 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:   
9th grade: Concurrent 
enrollment in English 9 
Honors or teacher 
recommendation 
 
10th grade: Teacher 
recommendation 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary resources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask question. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 
Communication Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reason and 

sufficient evidence for intended purpose and audience.  
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, 

and events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital 
formats. 

 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information 
using diverse modalities.  
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Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that 
explores human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 

 
Geography Skills 
The learner will: 

 Identify basic human systems of the Earth. 
 Understand the impact of interactions between people and the physical environment on the development and conditions of places, 

regions, and culture. 
 Analyze the physical, human, and environmental geography of various regions of the world to evaluate the interdependent 

relationships and challenges facing human systems in order to solve problems and make decisions in the present and future.  
 Analyze spatial patterns and movements as it relates to human populations. 

 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.1  The learner will compare and contrast 
Medieval Europe, the Islamic Empire, and the 
Tang Dynasty and their expanding zones of 
influence. 

 Analyze the consequences of the collapse of the 
Roman Empire and the emergence of the Byzantine 
Empire. 

 Compare and contrast the development and spread 
of Christianity and Islam and their influences on the 
world. 

 Describe the development of feudal societies in 
Europe and the political, social, and economic 
changes. 

 Describe the rise of the Islamic Empire and its 
impact on increasing cultural and economic 
exchanges. 

 Explain the emergence of new dynasties in China 
and their major contributions.  

 Sequence the rise and fall of empires in the Middle 
Ages.  

 Compare the differing historical perspectives of the 
Crusades. 

NCSS 
I-VI & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Civ.5.9-12, 

D2.Geo.4-6.9-12, 
D2.His.1-2.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.2  The learner will explain the forces that 
led to globalization and the consequences of 
contact between cultures/societies. 

 Analyze the rise of centers of civilization in 
Mesoamerica and South America. 

 Evaluate the consequences of world exploration 
by European and Asian explorers. 

 Describe the role of geography in world 
exploration. 

 Identify developments in the arts and literature 
and their impact on the societies of the world. 

 Analyze religious, cultural, and political 
developments in Europe and the conflicts that 
occurred as a result. 

 Describe and sequence advancements made in 
science and technology and their impact. 

 Interpret global transformations through the 
development of global trade 

NCSS 
I-III & V-IX 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.2.9-12, 
D2.Geo.4-8.9-12, 

D2.Geo.10-12.9-12, 
D2.His.1-5.9-12, 
D2.His.11.9-12, 
D2.His.16.9-12 

  

WS.3  The learner will explain how the 
decline of monarchies and the rise of 
nationalism reshaped governments and 
societies through revolution and reform, and 
the consequences of these changes. 

 Compare patterns of nationalism, state-building, 
and social and intellectual developments.  

 Trace the emergence of powerful nation states in 
Europe and the consequences of their power.  

 Analyze the causes and consequences of political 
revolutions in uprisings throughout Europe, 
specifically as it pertains to France and the 
American Revolution. 

 Describe the development and consequences of 
the unification of Italy and Germany. 

 Explain the emergence of the international slave 
trade, including the role of geography and the 
consequences of the slave trade worldwide. 

NCSS 
I-VI & IX-X 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.1.9-12, 
D2.Civ.3.9-12, 

D2.Civ.5-6.9-12, 
D2.Civ.8.9-12, 

D2.Civ.10-14.9-12, 
D2.Geo.1.9-12, 

D2.Geo.4-7.9-12, 
D2.Geo.10-12.9-12, 

D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.11.9-12 

  

WS.4  The learner will evaluate how the 
Neolithic Revolution contributed to the rise of 
civilizations.  

 Explain the relationship between the elements 
essential to the development of civilization. 

 Identify and explain the eight characteristics of a 
civilization. 

NCSS 
I-III, V, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.4-6.9-12, 
D2.Geo.10.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.4 continued…  Describe the role of geography in the emergence 

and development of early civilizations. 
D2.His.1-2.9-12   

WS.5  The learner will analyze the rise and 
fall of empires, and identify their major 
contributions to future civilizations. 

 Identify early African empires and their influence 
on the region. 

 Describe the emergence of Aegean civilizations 
and interplay of trade with other groups.  

 Describe the role of geography in the emergence 
and development of early and classical empires. 

 Understand the development of early democracies 
and other forms of government by describing the 
sequence of events that led to the formation of 
these governments. 

 Summarize the rise and fall of the Roman 
Republic. 

 Trace the development of new religions and 
large-scale empires in the Mediterranean Basin, 
China, and India. 

NCSS 
I-III & V-VI 

 
C3 

D2.Geo.4-5.9-12, 
D2.Geo.7.9-12, 

D2.Geo.10-11.9-12, 
D2.Civ.8.9-12, 

D2.His.1-2.9-12, 
D2.His.7-8.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12, 
D2.His.16.9-12 

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  185  World History Honors 2 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

World History Honors 2 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  9-10 World History Honors 2 will emphasize the use of primary sources and critical thinking to look at cause and effect and analysis of 
historical interpretation.  The focus will be on the global impacts of imperialism and industrialization in the 19th century, and the 
development of true global society into the 21st century.  
 
This is a reading and writing intensive class that requires a research project component (e.g., National History Day or a research 
project). 
 
This course is designed for learners who are reading and writing above grade level, capable of in-depth analysis, and motivated to take 
this challenging course.  Studies in this course will focus on greater depth of knowledge/taxonomy based upon the stated literacy 
standards for social studies already outlined in the World History curriculum: Chronological Thinking, Historical Comprehension, 
Historical Analysis and Interpretation, Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-making. 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:   
9th grade: Concurrent 
enrollment in English 9 
Honors or teacher 
recommendation 
 

10th grade: Teacher 
recommendation 

Core 
Competencies: 

Historical Skills 
The learner will: 

 Analyze and integrate primary resources. 
 Sequence objects, images, and events, or explain why some aspects change and others stay the same. 
 Use social studies inquiry processes and skills to ask question. The learner will also gather, interpret, and analyze issues, and 

communicate findings in written and digital formats. 
 
Communication Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies for reading social studies materials to increase their social studies vocabulary. 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively write informative texts, and support claims with increasingly complex reason and 

sufficient evidence for intended purpose and audience.  
 Use disciplinary conventions of writing and citation formats. 
 Demonstrate the ability to engage in public and civil discourse by presenting and defending positions on societal issues, trends, 

and events, as well as discuss positions and be able to reflectively listen to differing viewpoints in oral, written, and digital 
formats. 

 
Thinking Skills 
The learner will: 

 Refine strategies to access a variety of sources and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information 
using diverse modalities.  
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Social Skills 
The learner will: 

 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate and work cooperatively to contribute to the learning of others with a global lens that 
explores human, cultural, and societal issues and ethical practices. 

 
Geography Skills 
The learner will: 

 Identify basic human systems of the Earth. 
 Understand the impact of interactions between people and the physical environment on the development and conditions of 

places, regions, and culture. 
 Analyze the physical, human, and environmental geography of various regions of the world to evaluate the interdependent 

relationships and challenges facing human systems in order to solve problems and make decisions in the present and future.  
 Analyze spatial patterns and movements as it relates to human populations. 

 
 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.6  The learner will explain how the 
industrial revolution impacted the growth of 
imperialism, and evaluate the major political, 
economic, and social changes that followed.  
The learner will also explain how the tension 
from these changes led to conflict and the 
breakup of empires, and how it led to World 
War I. 

 Compare and contrast the causes and 
consequences of agricultural and industrial 
revolutions. 

 Compare patterns of nationalism and social 
reform in Europe and the Americas. 

 Analyze the consequences of the European 
Empire building on colonies and mother 
countries. 

 Explain the causes, and both short-term and 
long-term consequences, of World War I. 

 Describe events that represent the search for 
peace and world stability in the 1920s and 
1930s. 

NCSS 
I-III & V-IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.10.9-12, 
D2.Geo.1.9-12, 

D2.Geo.3-5.9-12, 
D2.Geo.7-8.9-10, 
D2.Geo.10.9-12, 
D2.Geo.12.9-12, 
D2.His.1-2.9-12, 
D2.His.4.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12, 
D2.His.16.9-12 
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Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.6 continued…  Compare the rise of Marxism, fascism, and 

communism, and the impact on the countries 
where each developed. 

   

WS.7  The learner will identify and explain 
the causes and consequences of World War II. 

 Trace the rise of communism and fascism as a 
result of global events. 

 Analyze the causes and consequences of the 
worldwide depression of the 1920s and 1930s. 

 Describe the role of the Treaty of Versailles in 
causing World War II. 

 Analyze the causes and consequences of World 
War II. 

 Trace the role of genocide in world events and 
compare it to genocide during World War II. 

NCSS 
I-VI & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Civ.5.9-12, 

D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.Geo.3-5.9-12, 
D2.Geo.7.9-12, 

D2.His.1-5.9-12, 
D2.His.7.9-12, 
D2.His.11.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12, 
D2.His.16.9-12 

  

WS.8  The learner will analyze the events that 
fueled the Cold War, and explain how these 
events and conflicts have shaped modern 
history. 

 Identify the economic, political, and ideological 
origins of the Cold War. 

 Analyze the effects of the major events that 
fueled the Cold War, including the expansion of 
Soviet power, ideological differences between 
communism and capitalism, the nuclear arms 
race, and proxy wars such as Vietnam. 

 Explain how decolonization of Asia and Africa 
impacted the Cold War and the competition for 
power between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. 

 Explain the collapse of the Soviet Union, and 
evaluate the consequences including economic 
crisis in Eastern Europe, increased nationalism, 
ethnic tensions, and the spread of democratic 
principles. 

NCSS 
I-III, V-VII, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Geo.1-2.9-12, 
D2.Geo.5.9-12, 
D2.Geo.8.9-12, 

D2.Geo.11-12.9-12, 
D2.His.1-3.9-12, 
D2.His.7.9-12, 
D2.His.14.9-12, 
D2.His.16.9-12 

  

  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  188  World History Honors 2 
Social Studies Curriculum  2019-2020 Revision, Draft 1 

Curricular Competencies 
 

Content Objectives 
Teachers choose content with professional discretion in order to 

teach competencies (not all topics must be taught). 
 

The learner will: 

Standards Materials, Resources, & 
Suggested Activities 

 
See appendix for additional suggested 

activities and key concepts/ vocabulary. 
WS.9  The learner will analyze the 
consequences of the collapse of imperialism, 
the evolution of self-determination, and the 
spread of democratic principles in the 20th 
century. 

 Identify how political borders created by 
imperialism and the creation of new nations by 
post-World War II powers contributed to the 
development of new conflicts.  

 Identify major independence movements 
throughout the colonial world of Asia and 
Africa, and explain the economic, social, and 
political causes of their success (e.g., India/ 
Pakistan, Israel, Africa 1960, or Egypt). 

 Analyze how the pursuit of self-determination 
and independence has led to both conflicts as 
well as the spread of democratic principles (e.g., 
South Africa and apartheid, China and 
Tiananmen Square, Brazil’s transition to 
democracy in the 1980s, Cambodia and the 
Khmer Rouge, Rwandan Genocide, Bosnia, and 
Arab Spring). 

NCSS 
I-III, VI-VII, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.3.9-12, 
D2.Civ.6.9-12, 
D2.Geo.1.9-12, 
D2.Geo.5.9-12, 
D2.Geo.7.9-12, 
D2.His.1.9-12, 

D2.His.3-5.9-12, 
D2.His.7.9-12, 
D2.His.12.9-12, 

D2.His.14-15.9-12 
 

  

WS.10  The learner will identify how 
globalization has led to conflict, as well as 
compromise and cooperation, in the 21st 
century, drawing connections between current 
and historical events. 

 Use a case study, based on previous units of 
study, to extend historical understanding. 

NCSS 
II-III, V-VI, & IX 

 
C3 

D2.Civ.14.9-12, 
D2.Geo.10-11.9-12, 

D2.His.1.9-12, 
D2.His.12.9-12, 
D2.His.16.9-12 

 

  

WS.11  The learner will complete a research 
project with an annotated bibliography. 

 Example of possible assignments: National 
History Day. 
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